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Summer ends…

Sunday School kicks
oﬀ September 10
“Exploring God’s Story”
By Rev. Beth Williams

All ages are invited to gather in the sanctuary at 9:50 am as we
kick off a new year of Faith Formation. There will be music, a
Bible scavenger hunt, an opportunity to learn about the new
program based on the Narrative
Lectionary
and to meet
L
children’s
teachers and
c
guides,
and to hear
g
about
youth and adult
a
opportunities.
e
Rev. Williams education

Kick-oﬀ Picnic
aﬅer 11:00 ser ice
September 10
Faith
i h Formation
i continues
i
on p. 2

Church Board sets priorities
By Jeff Smtih, Board Lay Co-Moderator
At the June retreat, the UCP
Board set a focus for the
coming year to “live into
our Mission Statement”—
“Creating opportunities for all
people in the community to

experience the amazing grace
and love of God, whom we
know through Jesus Christ.”
But living into our mission
is more than just words, it’s
incorporating it into our lives,

to include UCP’s work. On
Sunday, 27 August, the Board
met to discuss priorities for
the coming year, so that we
can take the first steps towards
living our mission. We

recognize these are the first
steps, but we can only do so
much at a time. These priorities will help our Ministries,
Priorities continues on p. 2
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Faith Formation

tax benefits for religious institutions and
clergy?

Continued from p. 1

Youth Group

This year, children, youth, and adults
will have the opportunity to explore the
Bible using “Living the Word, Teaching
God’s Story.” Each week we will explore
the sweeping story of Scripture with lessons which match the readings which we
will hear in worship. We will see how
the God of Scripture is still at work today, inviting us to be a part of the story!
In addition to exploring the Bible, there
will be classes that address a Christian
perspective on issues and current events,
mentoring classes, and topical studies.

Youth Group kicks-off on September 17
at 1:00 pm with a picnic for both the
youth and their families at Lake Fairfax.
Bring a side dish to share. We will have
a meeting for the parents and the youth
at the park to talk about the upcoming
year, including confirmation classes.

Issues class topics:
Sep 17, 24, Oct 1 - The Values,
Virtues and Vulnerabilities of
Religious Institutions in Democratic Society – led by Larry Pullen
What do we (the church) offer? What do
we expect to get in return?
Oct 8, 15, 22, possibly 29 - In search
of fair tax reform – led by Elliott
Wicks
What would a fair tax system look like?
Do we really want it? How do we get it?
Can we really expect our government to
deliver it? - What should the church do
if it does or doesn’t? Should the church
embrace or resist an ending of special

Weekday Bible Studies:
Wed AM Bible Study meets
Wednesdays from 10:00 – 11:30 am.
We will begin the year on September
20 using an 8 week study called “The
Table and Beyond: Lavish Hospitality in
the Bible” from Just Women /Disciples.
Copies of the study are available at the
kiosk. We meet in room 116. Everyone,
men and women, are welcome.
Thursday Night Bible Study – Are
you interested in a bible study but are
not available during the day? We are
looking for an interested group to meet
and study on Thursday evenings at 7:30
pm. The group will determine if they
would like to engage in the Narrative
Lectionary study or use the same study
that the Wednesday AM group will begin
with, “The Table and Beyond: Lavish
Hospitality in the Bible?” Please contact Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.
org if you are interested in an evening
bible study.

Priorities
Continued from p. 1

within the community.

Councils, and Teams build programs and
budgets for the coming year that will
move us towards that mission. They also
better allow us to synchronize our many
activities, so that we have consistency in
what we do, and what people see of UCP.
The priorities are:

Now each of our groups can take these
priorities and look at their program.
How does what they are doing fit within
these priorities? Are they the right activities? Are there other activities they can
do? How can they work together to help
achieve these priorities?

1. Focus on worship and faith formation—making the Word relevant

At the next Board meeting, we will be
looking at the next step—how do we
measure how well we are doing? If we
need to make corrections in what we are
doing, what corrections should they be?
This will allow the Board to know not
only if we are moving towards the goals,
but where to adjust action to get us where
God has called us to be.

2. Focus on diversity and building
bridges within our congregation
3. Focus on building and continuing
partnerships with other faith communities and organizations.
4. Focusing on reaching out and welcoming young adults, both within UCP and
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The Kick-oﬀ Picnic following the 11:00 ser ice
will have hamburgers,
both meat and vegie, and
hotdogs provided by the
Fellowship Team. The
cong egation is asked to
bring side dishes or desser s. There will be live
music for your enter ainment and a moon bounce
and face painting for the
children. Reg lar classes
for all ages will begin on
September 17.

Hurricane Harvey—
a church’s response
From Presbyterian News Service
“Just like with Hurricanes Katrina, Sandy
and Matthew, we are relying on the generosity of Presbyterians to provide financial and hands-on support to help the
whole church stand with these communities …,” said the Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Director.
“This is a catastrophic event of wind and
water, the likes of which Texas has not
seen. In the Song of Solomon, Scripture
says ‘Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it,’ and we will be
there with them. Our love and partnership will be with the people of Texas for
the long run.” Kraus estimates PDA will
be making a three-to-five-year commitment to help communities recover from
the disaster.
One Great Hour of Sharing raises designated funds for responding to specific
disasters and helps funds PDA. UCP’s
other denominations also offer ways to
help on their websites. UCP will give
details for ways of helping as soon as
possible.

Inclusion, radical act of compassion
By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Inclusion is an important act of compassion that integrally supports the
congregational ministries of worship
and Pastoral Visitation. As short-term
Co-Pastor, my initial weeks with United
Christian Parish have been devoted to
the ministries of worship and visitation.
“Compassion in action” has guided me in
these important ministries like a steady
and gentle wind filling a mainsail. This
graceful and spirited wind has been pulling me forward as well as closer to those
possessing so much of the institutional
memory of United Christian Parish.
I have thoroughly enjoyed the stories
shared with me by those who been such
an integral part of this wonderful faith
community for so many decades.
The depth of compassion so evident as a
part of the identity of United Christian
Parish has been awesome! I am so glad
that my introduction to this parish has
been during its Summer Series “Compassion in Action: Learning to Love Like
God.” Each Sunday, Clothe Yourselves
with Compassion (Geoff Duffy, 2017)
has been a part of the worship’s music
ministry. I have been inspired by this
song’s refrain, “And over all these things,
put on love—”.
Last Sunday, the biblical text in our series
was Micah 6:8, He has shown you, O
mortal, what is good. And what does
the LORD require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God. [NRSV] Perhaps, prior
to one’s attempt to fulfill God’s requirement of justice, love and mercy, first, one
needs to avail herself or himself to God’s
spirit in order to have her or his integrity strengthened. At times, nothing has
frustrated people of faith more than their
confession, “I have fallen short of my
ambitions for God, again.”
The prophet Micah invites his audience
to hear hope. God requires righteousness
not our rituals. God desires our worship
for God’s glory rather than our busy work
for our own satisfaction. The late Father
Thomas Merton, a great mystic of the

twentieth century, wrote that integrity is
success at being ones’ self. Some refer to
this as authenticity. Merton, asked the
question, “How do you expect to arrive
at the end of your own journey if you
take the road to another man’s [sic] city?
(Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation, 100.)
In order to “walk” the pathway of one’s
own journey, as Merton describes, one
needs to walk with the presence of God.
Often, striving to walk with God means
the pathway forward appears unfamiliar.
Yet, the presence and promises of the
one with whom we walk daily invites us
to become more radically aware of this
divinity who accompanies you and I with
power!

Th
is divine requirement of Micah 6:8 is
This
radical because God compels each one to
love with an unfamiliar process of justice
which is called restorative justice. Restorative justice is the justice that Micah
proclaimed as God’s requirement. Restorative justice rather than the systemic
or legalistic retributive justice— “an eye
for an eye” or “the punishment fitting
the crime” is radical. Micah 6:8 refers to
the process of divine justice that you and
I have received, God’s mercy rather than
God’s judgment. The divine astuteness of
God has sought love and humility in order to include as many as possible within
God’s covenantal embrace of God’s
beloved community. God’s compassion
means radical inclusion!
In terms of the criterion of God’s mission, the most identifying characteristic
of any congregation is the integrity of
its commitment to God’s call for radical inclusion. Radical inclusion should
permeate every component of parish
ministry—in one biblical word, “compas-

sion.” According to Micah 6:8, God calls
each of us to compassionate living to
point that we love the “hell” out of our
enemies—the right wing conservative,
the bleeding hearted liberal, the religious
right, the bigots, the braggers, the haters,
the homophobes, the chauvinist, the
tree-huggers, radical inclusion—”...do
justice, love mercy and to walk humbly
with God.” One of the great civil rights
leaders of America, the Reverend Andrew
Young, said that our citizens must not
become so obsessed with the removal
of Confederate statues that we take our
focus from the systemic removal of statutes, such as fair housing, voting rights,
and affirmative action.
Why do I refer to inclusion as radical?
Radical doesn’t always need to mean extreme. Radical means the “root.” Simple
kindness, simple respect, and simple
authenticity are the roots of compassion
that support institutional efforts toward
inclusion. We live in a society in which
“Hello” and a smile are suspicious acts.
As
A a disciple of Jesus Christ, I consider
these as acts of radical inclusion or at the
least, a segue into evangelism or an opportunity for me or someone to worship
at United Christian Parish!
During most of the visitations that I have
shared with parishioners and friends of
UCP, inclusion has meant some very
simple and memorable acts—holding
the hand of someone whose spouse isn’t
well, kneeling to pray with a couple
who’ve surpassed their golden wedding
anniversary, and purchasing lunch for an
exhausted caregiver who has forgotten to
eat. Many may not consider these simple
acts as radical but I do because they get
to the root of the meaning of God’s compassion, learning to love like God. Our
compassion reminds people that in the
most difficult circumstances, they belong
to a community that is larger than the
struggles they know. Compassion is radical enough to make people believe that
who they are and the suffering they know
are already known intimately by God
who walks beside them.
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Racism –
A constant struggle
By Rob Gehring

“And what does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8
(niv)
“Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do
not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen.” 1 John 4:20
Charlottesville: Again and again we are
reminded of pervasive bigotry, tribalism
and hate in our midst. We feel disbelief,
anger, fear, disgust, despair. How do we
process these feelings? What can we do to
help overcome this grievous American sin
… to help our country achieve its ideal of
equality for all? All four of our denominations have responded to the Charlottesville events and we turn to them for
guidance .

From the Christian Church
(Disciple of Christ)
Sisters and brothers, my heart breaks at
the violence this weekend in Charlottesville—the loss of life, the dishonoring
of children of God, the vile insults hurled
and the wounds of history reopened. I
pray for the family of the woman who
died. I pray in praise of the peaceful
demonstrators. We cannot take backward
steps fueled by hatred. We cannot be
silent when the humanity of black persons
is being assaulted and terrorized.

Rob Gehring

We give thanks for the presence and
faithful witness of church members
who stand against white supremacy and
racism. Individually and collectively the
church, including Presbyterians, stood
against hate in Charlottesville. Individually and collectively the church, including Presbyterians, works to disrupt racism and to build racial equity in places
across the country. …
We acknowledge that Scripture has
been misused to justify white supremacy
and racism. However, we proclaim that
the Bible’s message presents a far more
consistent and insistent witness to God’s
love for diversity and justice, … in God’s
delight in the varied creation, … in the
words of prophets who reject oppression
and commend justice as true worship,
… in the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ, who values all persons regardless of any aspect of their identity, and
… through the work of the Holy Spirit,
who consistently blows through all the
divisions we create, to reveal God’s love
for all humanity.

From the PC(USA)

White supremacy and racism stand in
stark, irreconcilable contradiction to
God’s intention for humanity. They
reject part of the human family and are
utterly contrary to God’s Word made
incarnate in Jesus….

In the aftermath of the events of August
11 and 12 in Charlottesville, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reaffirms its
condemnation of white supremacy and
racism, names them as sin, and renews
its commitment to disrupting them and
working for justice and equity.

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated
Clerk of the General Assembly; Tony De
La Rosa, Interim Executive Director Presbyterian Mission Agency; and Rev. T.
Denise Anderson & Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators of the 222nd General
Assembly (2016)

General Minister and President
Terri Hord Owens
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From the United
Methodist Church,
Virginia Conference
Brothers & Sisters: As we continue to
process the disturbing events from Charlottesville, we need to turn to God for
understanding, guidance and strength in
our next steps.
 As Christians and United Methodists, we are to act. Hatred of any kind,
including racism, is intolerable. As
faithful people, we are commanded to
address it by being witnesses and advocates for the marginalized.
 Racism remains in the world. While
progress has been made, particularly
since the days of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., we must eliminate racism
and not stop until it is fully and irrevocably gone.
 As such, I ask that you do the following:
 Pray. Let us pray for the families of
Heather Heyer, Lt. H. Jay Cullen, and
Trooper Berke M.M. Bates. Let us
pray for the injured, especially those
still hospitalized. … let the foundation
of (our prayers) be rooted in love and
concern.
 Witness. We need to stand together as
the people of God and have our voices
heard. ... We need to denounce white
supremacy, neo-Nazis and the KKK.
No race is superior to any other; as
Christians we know that all persons are
created equal in the image of God.
Preach. ... We must continue to prophetically speak the truth and address the sin
of racism. In our teaching and preaching, we must … show the light of Christ.

In the days ahead, we know that God, love, peace and prayer
will overcome all of this hatred and fear. We must be vigilant in
our witness and peaceful in our advocacy.

Sharma D. Lewis Resident Bishop The Virginia Annual
Conference

From the United Church of Christ
We strongly condemn the acts of violent hatred expressed by …
white supremacists, Neo-Nazis, and Ku Klux Klan members.
Their white robes and burning crosses were replaced with polo
shirts, khakis, and tiki torches, while their lynching was replaced with a speeding car barreling through a group of peaceful protesters with the intention of harming and killing others,
which it did. Their vitriolic hatred is the same.
We confess that the events of Charlottesville are systemic
and communal expressions of white privilege and racism that
continues to pervade our nation’s spiritual ethos. And if we
only condemn the acts of August 12, 2017, without condemning the roots of racism, which perpetuate discrimination in
our American schools, justice system, business, and healthcare
systems, then we have sinned as well. We must work toward the
Kingdom of Heaven here on earth now for the sake of a just
world for all.
We do this by committing to follow the ways of Jesus, who
stood with the oppressed, spoke out against political and
religious powers, and courageously embodied a just world for
all as he sought to create it. Today, we must follow the ways of
Jesus in addressing the hatred of white supremacists and racists
among us.
Our local UCC churches must be true solidarity partners
with those who march in the streets. Our UCC churches are
encouraged to move from the sanctuary and walk alongside
other clergy and community leaders who seek to resist, agitate,
inform, and comfort. We must resist hatred and violence. We
must also … acknowledge any racism within or among us. We
must inform ourselves and our neighbors what our sacred stories reveal to us of a just world for all. … And we must comfort
those who have been discriminated against with the transformative love of God.
… In the days to come, may God’s truth, mission, and courage
be our guide to embodying the Kingdom of Heaven here on
earth.

The Council of Conference Ministers and Officers of the
United Church of Christ

Post Charlottesville Town Hall Meeting
Sunday, September 10, 2 pm
UCP Sanctuary

What Can I Do?
Read more of our denominations reaction to Charlottesville at
the following websites:
http://disciples.org/office-of-the-general-minister-and-president/word-regarding-charlottesville/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/8/14/pcusa-leaders-condemn-white-supremacy-racism/
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/at-sunday-worshippastors-decry-racism
http://www.ucc.org/news_ucc_pastoral_letter_condemns_racist_violence_in_charlottesville_demands_equality_for_
all_08152017
• Write to the president, attorney general, and legislatures.
For an example see a letter to Attorney General Sessions
from The Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, General Secretary,
General Board of Church and Society, The United Methodist Church at https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/
an-open-letter-to-jeff-sessions-518.
• Join or support an organization working against hate such
as the NAACP, the Southern Poverty Law Center, or the
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy
• Look for and participate in local demonstrations against
hatred.
• Get to know people with different backgrounds than yours.
• Watch for notices and consider participating in the Convocation on Race and Reconciliation scheduled for April 14,
2018 by the Virginia Conference United Methodist Church.

A Prayer for Racial Justice
May we see with the eyes of our Creator that all God’s children are beautiful and deserving of love and respect;
may we reach out in love to all with the
arms of Jesus, with no regard for race,
creed, or homeland; and may we be accompanied by their Holy Spirit so that
we may be sustained as we commit to
our part of the ongoing struggle for
peace and justice.
(Adapted from a benediction in the UCC Pastoral Letter
“A Just World for All”)
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A Mini-Festival – Racial Awareness 2017
By James Dean, Co Chair Justice and Peace Ministry

2017 Racial Awareness
and Mindfulness
Festival of the Arts,
Awareness, and Healing

through media, rhythm, and practical exposure through experiential workshops in both AfricanAmerican and white caucuses, as
well as multiracial spaces, open-

ism in a new way. We will offer
music, media, Interplay modalities such as “Changing the Race
Dance,” drumming, Emotional
Emancipation Circles for African

Saturday, October 21, 2017 from
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Westminster Presbyterian Church
400 I Street Southwest
Washington, DC 20024
This

festival is not for those who
wish to gather information without an urgent need to change!
Americans continue to debate
the shape and extent of racism in
society. Yet shootings of unarmed
African-Americans, disproportional incarceration and poverty
rates, and a continuing list of disparities remind us as the Church
and as citizens that the U.S. must
continue to press ahead with
addressing issues of racism and
white supremacy. Politicians are
promoting bigoted ideas and
organizations. Many whites have
watched the crisis unfold and
have said, “I didn’t know that was
still happening… What can I do?”
Because so many people remain
to be reached, we are organizing
a second Racial Awareness Festival in 2017. Our long-term goal
is to make this an annual event
with festivals addressing racial
awareness and healing nationwide. Month by month, interest
grows in the project.
The goal is to help people of
goodwill reflect on the remaining reality of racism in our society
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Saturday,
October 21, 2017

ing awareness of privilege and
supremacy, and healing years of
unresolved trauma.
At the end of this one-day event,
we hope churches and individuals
will be more self-reflective regarding the impact of racism on their
lives, and that they will be inspired to join anti-racism organizations, have their churches partner with others across the faith
and racial divide, and or continue
to engage with participants they
meet at the festival throughout
the year. If people sign-up to
continue the conversation, we
will meet monthly thereafter on
the third Saturday.
The festival will offer perspectives
from the arts, media, and workshop facilitators to help people
engage with the reality of racUnited Christian Parish of Reston

Americans, and a “Waking up
White” Interplay for white participants. At the end of the day,
we will gather again to engage
in a facilitated Intergenerational
dialogue to discuss our ideas and
experiences of race given our
engagement in the festival context
and to continue raising awareness
of the struggle for both healing
and justice. All these methods
offer opportunities for people to
explore the reality of racism from
a new perspective.
Lunch will be provided and registration starts at 9:30. For more
information go to racialawareness2017.eventbrite.com.

Prayer Requests
All Military Personnel
All who are serving in
the Middle East.

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP
website at www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email
the Church Office at 703-620-3065 or parishadmin@
ucpreston.org

Medical/
Health:

Please keep in your
prayers:

Susan & Ben Erdman

James Livingston

Norma Freeman

Janet Ruhan

Patty Gehring

Kathy Webb

Kennedy Gilbert

Steve Webb

Jan Gsellman

Barbara Bonner

Jerry Hebenstreit

Lee Schmidt

Diana Hunter

Kathy Zora

Stanley Lewis

Sympathy:

Rob Libero

To the Cassandra Dortch &
Kyra Blair on the death of
their mother/grandmother

(Lesley Irminger’s grandpa)

Jane Lynch
Laura Macqueen
Suzanne Rudiselle

To the Hodges family on the
death of Jeanne’s mother,
Carol Marshall, on July 1

Methodist Opportunities for Spiritual Formation
By Rev. Beth Williams

New Methodist Bishop’s Bible Challenge
New Methodist Bishop Sharma Lewis has challenged the entire Virginia
Conference to read the whole Bible
from cover to cover this year. It is
easy to participate in this:
1. Choose your own translation to
make this experience engaging for
you
2. Invite others to join you on this
journey.

3. Commit to sticking to the outlined plan. http://www.backtothebible.org/reading-guide/15/1
Learn more about the Bishop’s Bible
Challenge online at:http://www.
vaumc.org/pages/bishop-lewis/biblechallenge

A seminar on Spiritual Leadership
Wednesday, September 20,
7:00 – 8:30 pm
Seminar on “Becoming
a Spiritually Vital

Leader” at Dulin UMC
with Graham Standish. Cost:
$10 per person. Register

at:www.http://www.NoVaUMC.
org/spiritual-formation.
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UCP refugee family settles into
their first US apartment
By Kathy Kelley

The refugee family that UCP members have been helping to settle in
America has completed their first
step into full independence since
coming to live among us. On August
22 they signed their lease to move
from the home on Lakeport Way to
the Charter Oak Square apartments.
This was possible due to their hard
work learning English, adapting to
ways which are not always clear to
them, succeeding in school, getting
jobs for both mother and the teenage daughter, and the loving support

of many volunteers from UCP and
the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Reston and Restoration Church
(groups that have partnered with
UCP in this effort). The photo below shows some of the people from
the churches who were part of the
move.
The three churches will continue to
help with rent support and other
needs as they arise. There are certainly hurdles yet to cross. They will
need to continue in developing fluent English skills—the children will
get this via school and the mother
plans to continue her studies via
night school. The mother would
also like eventually to reenter her

Left, UCP’s Rev. Rosemary Welch,
second from left and Ryan Tiller,
standing, helped with the move.

Above Ryan
Tiller, left, on
moving day

Address Changes
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field of accounting, in which she was
employed for many years in Iran.
So along with English proficiency,
she hopes to take night classes in
this area. If you know of a position
which would be entry level for her,
let us know.
This is a lovely family. I wish more
of you had had the chance to get
to know them. The opportunity
still exists however, since talking
with people is the best way for
their English and cultural awareness level to progress. I can help you
set up opportunities to visit—just
let me know. I may be reached at
703.537.8491.

Joe and Lynne Bocchiaro
1105 Deer Mountain Dr
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
340-870-2940

Laura Macqueen
Sunrise of Fairfax
9207 Arlington Blvd.
Fairfax, VA 22031

Eleanor Dickey
46555 Harry Byrd Hwy
Apt 216
Sterling, VA 20164

Roy and Mary Anne Oishi
44735 Audubon Sq
#520
Ashburn, VA 20147

Grace Wang-Yang,
Joycee Wang,
Emma Yang
11857 Coopers Court
Reston, VA 20191

United
U
it d Christian
Ch i ti Parish
P i h off Reston
R t

Congratulations
To Jill and Alexis Marmol on the
birth of their daughter, Camila
Marie, on August 15.

Could UCP become an “Earth
Care Congregation”?
By Sue Beffel Co Chair Justice and Peace Ministry
The members of UCP’s Environmental Justice Group voted to
explore completing an audit that is part of applying for Earth
Care Congregation status with the Presbyterian Church USA.

Earth Care Pledge
Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation. The earth and
all creation are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble
stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it for its own
sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family. As God offers all people the special gift of peace through
Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God, we are
called to deal justly with one another and the earth.

The audit will give us a baseline on how our environmental
activities compare to other churches in 4 categories: worship,
education, facilities, and outreach. If we can earn 25 points
in each category during calendar year 2017, we will be certified as an Earth Care Congregation. We will receive “various
honors” and members of UCP will be invited to participate as
individuals by completing similar actions in their homes. If our
audit doesn’t measure up in one or more categories, we will
have a clear roadmap for achieving that goal next year.

1. Our worship and discipleship will celebrate God’s grace
and glory in creation and declare that God calls us to cherish,
protect and restore this earth.

What else does it take to become an Earth Care Congregation? A pledge to respond to the PCUSA General Assembly’s
“Call to Restore the Creation.” The following pledge will be
discussed by the PMC this fall.

3. Our facilities will be managed, maintained and upgraded in
a manner that respects and cherishes all creation, human and
non-human, while meeting equitably the needs of all people.
In our buildings and on our grounds we will use energy efficiently, conserve resources, and share what we have in abundance so that God’s holy creation will be sustainable for all life
and future generations.

What can UCP expect? That our congregation will become
involved in making our church buildings, operations, worship
services, education and outreach even more respectful of the
glory of God’s creation. This concern for preserving and sustaining what our Creator has made will extend into the homes
and family lives of congregation members.
Our faith urges us to strive for “eco-justice” — defending and
healing creation while working to assure justice for all creation
and the human beings who live in it. We are called to “till and
keep” the garden from Genesis 2:15, and to answer Christ’s
charge to work with and for the most vulnerable. Please join
us. Learn more about Earth Care Congregations at https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/earth-care-congregation-first-year-application.

2. In education, we will seek learning and teaching opportunities to know and understand the threats to God’s creation and
the damage already inflicted. We will encourage and support
each other in finding ways of keeping and healing the creation
in response to God’s call to earth-keeping, justice and community.

4. Our outreach will encourage public policy and community
involvement that protects and restores the vulnerable and degraded earth as well as oppressed and neglected people. We
will be mindful that our personal and collective actions can
positively or negatively affect our neighborhood, region, nation and world. We will seek to achieve environmental justice
through coalitions and ecumenical partnerships.

The next meeting of the Environmental Justice Group will be
October 1 — see you there!

UCP is conducting an Earth Care
Audit. While most of the questions
relate to the church as a whole,
five relate to activities of church
members. The following survey is
very short and the responses will
be kept confidential. Your input is
appreciated.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/6CZD3DS

Top: Our butterfly garden bears fruits. Photo by Sue Beffel
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Paul and the Underground Church at VBS and VBA
By Rev. Beth Williams
At our Vacation Bible School this summer, we had another wonderful week
sharing the gospel from Pauls’ book to
the church in Rome with 79 children
in our church and our community. We
traveled to ancient Rome where we
visited and learned from Paul in prison

and worshipped in the Underground
Church. We participated in activities
such as storytelling, music, recreation,
crafts, the marketplace and family time.
Our Mission Project this year was to collect donations for – Livingg Water International.
Ancient
Romans had
the aqueducts
to keep fresh
water flowing
into the city.
Today, there
are still remote
villages in Peru
without this basic technology. Our collection this summer we will be used to help

our Peruvian brothers and sisters
have clean water through Living
Water International. Every $5 we
collect will provide a year’s worth
of clean water to a child in Peru.
The children brought in donations
all week and also took a special
offering in worship
on Sunday and we
were able to send
$635.88 to Living
Waters. That is
127 children who
will have clean water this
year!
The older children who
participated in the Vacation Bible Adventure, in
addition to all the other
activities did a service
project at Hope House
and visited and played
games with folks at Sunrise.
None of this could have happened
with the help of many hearts and many
hands.
More than 26 adults and youth helped
create and implement VBS this year.
I would especially like to thank
Shelley Johnson who directed the
program, Debbie Aschenbach who
set the stage for us, designing and
coordinating all the decorations, and
Lesley Irminger who led the assemblies. And, of course, all the others

who helped decorate, lead rotations,
shepherd groups, drive and chaperone
field
trips,
take
pictures,
run the
sound
and
projection for
the assembly
times,
and
clean up
and find
homes
for all
the stuff. I would also like to thank the
Boy Scouts who loaned us their canopies for the marketplace. Thanks to all
of you, the children learned that—

God’s love is a gift.
God’s love changes us.
God’s love is always with us.
God’s love saves us.
God’s love is worth sharing.
Top to bottom: Kids having fun, Sunday service singing,
preschooler rebuilding Rome, Leslie Irminger teaching the
songs, and Paul and his guard teaching in prison.
Photos by Pastor Beth Williams and Jane Plum
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Join us on

Sept 10,
at 9:50 am
as we begin
a new year of
Faith Formation

Exploring
God’s Story
This year we will explore the Bible using
“Living the Word, Teaching God’s Story.”
Each week we will explore the sweeping
story of Scripture with lessons which
match the readings which we will hear
in worship. We will see how the God of
Scripture is still at work today, inviting
us to be a part of the story!
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Board Report
By Rev. Beth Williams
After taking the month of July off the
Board had a busy agenda this month.
The following motions or actions were
approved:
 To host the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Martin Luther King
Service on the afternoon of January 14,
2018. We offered to serve a light lunch
for those who arrive before the service.
 We reviewed the ministry forms for
the UCC and Disciples for the pastor
nominating committee (PNC). These
will be completed soon and the PNC
will start to receive applicants to review.
 We received an update from the Sanctuary Task Force that is working to answer some outstanding questions and
recommend procedures and policies
for offering someone Sanctuary. A Re-

source Notebook will be available once
the board officially receives the report.
 We called a congregational meeting following the service on Sept third to elect
John Moore to fill an unexpired term
on the Finance Council.
 We set the date of Jan 28 for the Methodist Church Conference. UMC District Superintendent Rev. Cathy Abbott
will preach at a 10:00 service which will
be followed by lunch and the conference.
 Several motions from HARC were approved: creating a flexible Spending Account Option for staff and establishing
a position and contract for the Praise
Band Director, Joe Bocchiaro.
 Christmas Eve worship times were set
for a single service at 10:00 am (Christmas Eve is a the fourth Sunday of Advent), a family friendly service at 4:00
pm and a candlelight and communion
service at 8:00 pm.

 We voted to be an Earth Care
Congregation,(See article by Sue Beffel)
In addition the board had an additional
meeting on Sunday, Aug. 27 to address
goals and budget priorities for the upcoming year.

Want to Talk to a
Board Member? Board
members want to be
accessible and hear from
you. To help you identify
current board members,
they are going to be
wearing green name tags.

Pastor Nominating Committee Monthly Update
By Cheryl D. Fields
We’ve had a busy and productive
summer! We’re pleased to report that
the pastoral call forms required by the
CCDC and UCC denominations are
near completion. We’ve scheduled an
appointment to meet with Rev. Cathy
Abbott of the United Methodist Church
in early September. We also bid bon
voyage to Brooke Nyren, who’s moved
temporarily to pursue a career opportunity in Orlando. She’ll join us via
technology while away.

The PCUSA call form we submitted to
the judicatory in early Aug. has been
accepted by the denomination and
uploaded to their system. As soon as the
CCDC and UCC forms are approved by
the UCP Board and the respective judicatories, those forms will be uploaded to
the respective online systems as well.
We expect to begin receiving responses
to the pastoral call next month, so our
immediate energies are focused on

refining the review process we outlined
loosely in the spring, drafting a letter acknowledging receipt of applications, and
preparing another letter thanking those
who do not meet our requirements for
their interest.
We prayerfully welcome this next step
on the journey.

Homework Club
By Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
A
Another
school year of
Homework Club begins
H
late Sept. through late
la
May. We shall again welM
ccome students from Lake
Anne Elementary School.
A
Other than helping the
O
R
d students, this has been a
Rev. Ll
Lloyd
Kinzer
positive mission for UCP as
several families and youth
have attended worship services, and
some youth have joined the children’s
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choir. The sessions will be from 3:45
to 4:45 on Wednesday afternoons. We
monitor their homework, listen to reading and play math and word games, etc.
Jane Plum has graciously offered to
provide orientation and training for our
volunteers.
Most of our mentors are adults from the
congregation. (Many thanks to those
who have served in the past!) We can
use you for any Wednesdays that you
are available. If you would be interested
United Christian Parish of Reston

in serving in this mission, please contact
the church office, 703.620.3065. Fluency in Spanish is valuable for a few of
the students.

A Special Thank
You

God’s Call to UCP: A Series of Devotions

It’s Bagpipes
By Jeff Smith, Board Lay Co-Moderator
Most people know I’m learning the bagpipes. Funny instruments. They’re very
particular, very touchy. My instructor
keeps telling me a key is to know where
the pipes are TODAY. Are the drones in
tune TODAY? Do I need to overblow on
the high notes or not TODAY? Where’s
the strike-in spot TODAY? Is my reed
strong or weak TODAY? Why is this happening? It’s bagpipes.
Then, you need to adjust what you’re
doing to bring everything back into balance. Do I need to blow harder with
the high notes? Adjust my strike-in spot?
Retune the drones? I influence my music by what I do. I control the harmony
of the sound (or the disharmony, if I
don’t make adjustment to what I do).
But I have to make changes to what I’m
doing—not depend on the bagpipes to
make the changes.

from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by every ligament with which
it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building
itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:16)
So, what does this have to do with a
devotion? As I’ve been thinking about it,
it’s like a community. When everything
is working together, it’s beautiful music.
But when things go slightly wrong, it’s
cats being strangled. Everything needs
to work in harmony. That means paying
attention to what’s going on, not just
for ourselves, but for everyone. Then
thinking about what it takes to help
bring things back into balance. What
WE need to do to bring things back into
balance.

In addition, everything has to be sounding. Not only the chanter, but all three
drones. If one drone isn’t sounding, it
doesn’t sound right. So too with us—if
we have something to say, we need to
say it. We all need to contribute to the
sound, to make it sound correctly. We
need to adjust what we do to ensure
everyone’s voice is heard. We need to
listen to that voice, and adjust our own
actions.

Lord, help me hear
what others are saying. Let me concentrate on their
concerns. Let me
understand what I
can do for them, not
what I want them
to do for me. Help
me bring the song
together in harmony for Your glory.
Amen

By Petie Hebenstriet
On behalf of the UCP congregation and
staff, HARC extends a special “Thank
you” to Rev. Rosemary Welch, who
voluntarily helped fill the gaps these
past few months. Her thoughtful, level
headed and often witty insights and assistance were much appreciated.
God bless, and thank you Rosemary!

WITS book group
selections
By Karen Skatoff
On the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 in room 116, you will find a
group of UCP women women eagerly
exchanging ideas and opinions about
the book that they have selected to
read during the month. A variety of
books are chosen including: current
fiction and nonfiction, historical fiction,
classics, biographies, and books exploring other cultures. If you enjoy reading
and discussing books please join us for
conversation and fellowship.
Current selections through Jan. 2018:
Sept 26 The Underground Railroad by
Colson Whitehead
Colson Whitehead will be speaking at
GMU on Oct. 11
Oct 24 The Last Painting of Sara de
Vos by Dominic Smith
Nov 28 Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance
Jan 23 The Nightingale by Kristen
Hannah

Make a

Joyful Noise
unto the Lord

Psalm 98:4
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Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team, Pastors Emeriti, and Parish Staff
Co-Pastor: ------------------------------ Dr. Rev. Marcus L. Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation: -------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Pastoral Associate: -------------------------------- Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: -----------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.
Administration: ------------- Katherine Hoing, Heidi Kharbanda,
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeping)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------- Jane Plum
Director of Music:- ----- -------------------------Richard Allen Roe
Organist/Pianist:- -----------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: ----------------------------Seraphim - Richard Roe;
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman; Handbells - David Tiller; Total Praise
Dance - Beth Hetzler; UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ------------------------------Sonali Silva, Nora Vivanco
Treasurer: ------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran
Parish Board and Program Ministry Council
Parish Board Co-Moderators: Jeff Smith, Rev. Beth Williams.
Members: Menda Ahart, Debbie Aschenbach, Art Banks, Joan
Braxton, Brenda Meyer, Craig Palmer, Nancy Vollmer, Judy
Pew (Clerk)

Parish Ministries Council Co-Moderators: Nancy Vollmer,
Rev. Beth Williams. Members: Ashley Aschenbach (Missions),
Jerry Hebenstreit (Worship), Eric Hochstrasser (Building &
Grounds), TBD (Faith Formation), Penny Johnson (Fellowship),
Kathy Schauer-Schmidt (Witness), Sue Beffel/James Dean/
Jill Marmol/Jim Vollmer, (Justice and Peace), Claudia Stallings
(Technology)
Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Sunday Worship Schedule starting September 10
8:30 am ---- Worship (Communion 1st Sunday of each month)
9:50 am ----------------------------------Sunday School for all Ages
11:00 am ----------------- Worship with Communion, Godly Play
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ---------------------- Summer Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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06 SEP

WEDNESDAY
Study, Prayer & Fellowship
Time: First Wednesday, Third Wednesday of the month, 11:30
AM - 2:00 PM
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Time: Every Wednesday, 4:45 PM - 5:45 PM

10 SEP

SUNDAY
Kick-off Sunday
Time: Sunday, September 10, 2017, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Location: United Christian
Post Charottesville Town Hall in Sanctuary
Time: 2:00 PM

13 SEP

WEDNESDAY
Needle or Not
Time: Second Wednesday, Fourth Wednesday of the month,
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

14 SEP

THURSDAY
Practicing God’s Presence
Time: Second Thursday, Fourth Thursday of the month, 7:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SEPT
EVENTS
Wednesday, September 20, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Seminar on “Becoming a Spiritually
Vital Leader” at Dulin UMC with Graham Standish. Cost: $10 per person. Register
at:www.http://www.NoVaUMC.org/spiritualformation.

16 SEP

SATURDAY
Men’s Breakfast
Time: Third Saturday of the month, 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM

17 SEP

SUNDAY
Youth Group Kick-off Picnic at Lake Fairfax for youth and their
families
Time: 1:00 PM Regular meetings begin the following week.

20 SEP

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study
Time: Every Wednesday, from 09/20/2017 to 11/08/2017,
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

24 SEP

SUNDAY
Youth Group
Every Sunday, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Location: United Christian
Parish

26 SEP

TUESDAY
Women In The Spirit Book Club
Time: Fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Location: United Christian Parish

Saturday, Oct. 28, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: United Christian Parish, 11508 North
Shore Drive, Reston, VA US 20190
Save the date for the THIRD annual craft fair!
All proceeds support FISH, a local non-profit
serving Reston/Herndon residents who are facing crisis.
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United Christian Parish of Reston
11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, VA 20190
(703) 620-3065

www.ucpreston.org
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