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And now we thank
you, our God,
and praise your
glorious name.

Stewardship 2019
9

A teaspoon
of laughter

1 Chronicles 29:13

By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

A Thanksgiving Change:
Interfaith Thanksgiving service will be
held Tuesday Nov 20 at 7:30 pm at UCP,
not Wednesday as in the past.
Thanksgiving! We have so much to be
thankful for at UCP. One blessing every
year is hosting the Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service. This year it will be a day earlier
to allow more people to attend: Tuesday, Nov. 20, at 7:30 pm. Now those
who travel on Wednesday night to be
with relatives and friends for the festive

Thanksgiving meal will not miss this
opportunity for all faiths to worship and
pray together—Catholics, Protestants,
Jews, Muslims, Unitarian Universalists,
Buddhists and friends.
All who live, work and play here will
share our gratitude to God for God’s
Continued on p. 7

A few weeks ago, I had
a wonderful conversation that generated a
smile upon my face.
Referencing this season’s financial stewardship letter, a very
gracious person said to
me it was the first time Pastor Marcus
Leathers
she had ever received a
stewardship letter that
included humor. I wondered but dared
not to ask questions. Which part of the
letter did she find humorous? Was it the
cartoon of the breakfast of ham and eggs
with the pig who is committed? Did
she see the proposed budget we prayerContinued on p. 8
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Welcome to our new members
Beverly Cosham
1334 Northgate Square, Reston VA 20190
beverlycosham@yahoo.com

•

703-909-2485

learned to drive, took dancing classes in the UCP building, and
acting lesson and began to audition. She says she felt reborn.
In 1969 she married actor Ralph Cosham and had two more
children. Ralph died in 2014. Ralph was based in Washington
which allowed Beverly to perform in cabaret and dinner theatre.

Beverly credits Reston for changing her life
when she moved her over 50 years ago and
she has done a lot to change and improve
Reston.
Born in Washington, DC, Beverly always
loved to sing. After attending DC Teachers
College for just a year and half, she married
and went to work for the Interstate Commerce Commission. Although she had acted
and sung in the choir in high school, her
husband didn’t approve of her pursuits so she put those dreams
away and became a wife and mother of two boys.
In 1966 she saw an audition notice for a musical being produced in young Reston. She tried out and was selected.
The show was “The Greatest Game in Town,” and nearly everyone in town was in it. Reston’s population was very small at the
time but the show played to capacity audiences—people came
from all over the area.
Above all, Beverly says, Reston opened her eyes to the possibilities for women. She saw women taking control of their lives and
it made her believe she could do it too. So she got a divorce,

When Beverly started getting more theatrical work in the area
she stopped traveling. She also felt she owed Bob Simon and
Reston a debt for changing her life so she became an arts activist
serving on many boards including the Actors’ Center, Arts Fairfax
and Lorton Arts Foundation. She is a founding member of the
Reston Chorale and Reston Players. She has been a member of
the Reston Community Center Board since 2001 and is currently
the Chair. She is President of the Reston Community Orchestra
Board and is a frequent instructor/presenter for Osher Lifelong
learning.
Beverly received Best of Reston award in 2011 and in 2018
became a Robert E. Simon Fellow for Lifetime Achievement and
the list goes on. And now she plans to share her talents at UCP.
She credit Menda Ahart, with whom she often sings in concerts,
for inviting her to our church. She said she was looking for a
place that made her feel welcomed and she gets that feeling
here. Beverly and Menda were among the first to sign up for the
gospel choir being organized by Rev. LaVerne Gill.

Richard (Dick) Babione
R
Carol McLean
1635 Parkcrest Circle #300, Reston, VA 20190 • 703-437-3956
03-4377-39566
mcleanhats@msn.com
Carol McLean is a Reston “pioneer,” having moved here in 1972. She grew up
in central Pennsylvania, graduated from
Bloomsburg University, and became an
elementary school teacher, first in New
Jersey and then in Fairfax County for 27
years.
That’s the short version - there are a lot
more details. She was raised Lutheran,
but was an Episcopalian for many years.
In recent years she was a caregiver for her
sister and brother. She takes a yoga class, loves to read, and
she is a good friend of Eulene Bevans —in fact, they were both
first invited to UCP by Rev. LaVerne Gill, then they agreed to
join the church at the same time, after attending for about a
year and becoming members of our Witness Ministry.
Since retiring, Carol has traveled a great deal, including to
Mexico, Iceland, and several times to Asia.
“I decided to make UCP my new church home because of the
friendly and dedicated people I have grown to know and respect. They are wonderful role models dedicating their work
to God. During the next years, I look forward to Marcus and
Beth helping me to see the grace and glory of God.”
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1 Inlet Ct., Reston VA 20190
1529
ddickb1529@aol.com

•

703-304-4208

I “Welcome BACK!” to Dick Babione,
It’s
whose life has changed considerably
w
since he was a member of UCP in the
late ‘90s. At that time, he and his late
wife, Carolyn, owned real estate offices
in Reston and Leesburg, and Carolyn
made jewelry as a hobby. The Babiones
had met as students at Penn State and
lived in several places before moving to
Reston in 1993.
In 2000, they sold the businesses, retired, rented their house,
bought an RV and took off for 14 wonderful years.
“The RV community is a bunch of very nice people, with
whom I still keep in touch. And I think those years traveling,
leaving the stress of her job, prolonged Carolyn’s life.”
The Babiones returned to Reston in 2015 and Carolyn started
a craft business with her jewelry, before dying of a stroke in
March of this year. Dick, with his two local daughters and
two granddaughters, took over Four Daughters Jewelry, where
he is now the manager. He has also started making jewelry,
especially beaded necklaces and earrings, with materials left
by Carolyn. The company exhibited at the recent UCP craft
fair. Dick is glad to return to our church.
“We had both always intended to come back to UCP, and I’m
just sorry I must do it alone.”
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Deanne Perez
13686 Endeavour Drive, Herndon, VA 20171
deanneperez@gmail.com

Elizabeth Edwards
•

850-376-6700

Deanne Perez grew up in Wisconsin
and was raised in the United Church of
Christ but it took quite a few years to
get back to looking for a UCC church.
“After high school I joined the Air Force
and met my husband who was in the
Army. We went to the University of
Wisconsin after our first enlistments
ended, and then my husband went
back into the Army. We have lived in a
lot of places since then.”
About 20 places, in fact, including Utah (where Deanne
earned an MPA degree at Brigham Young University), Venezuela, El Salvador and Honduras. What was her favorite place?
“Actually, Utah, where we lived for two years. We could see
the mountains, and ski, and we had great neighbors.”
After moving here, Deanne searched online for a UCC church
and found us. She is glad she did.
“I really needed to get back to that type of environment.”
Deanne formerly worked as a ”virtual assistant,” writing grant
applications for a distant employer, and she currently works as
executive assistant to the superintendent of the Manassas Park
City Schools, “a job I really like.” The Perez family includes
four children, ages 6, 9, 17 and one in college. In her free
time, Deanne is an avid reader who plans to attend
end the UCP
women’s book club.

Eulene Bevans
10328 Eclipse Lane, Great Falls, VA 22066
Eulene.bevans@verizon.net

•

703-759-9267

A native of Alabama, Eulene and
her twin sister were about to graduate from college in 1967 when they
were recruited to come to Virginia
and teach in Manassas. Housing
was difficult to find for AfricanAmericans then, and when Eulene
visited Reston and found an integrated community, she moved here.
Her sister chose to move to Washington, D.C. Eulene visited her often and met the neighbors
including Nathan Bevans, whom she married in 1971. They
continued to live in Reston and Eulene continued to teach at

1562 Moorings Dr #22B
ejvedwards@gmail.com

•

Reston, VA

20190

Elizabeth Edwards was born in Salt
Lake City, Utah into a military family
that lived all over the United States.
When her father was assigned to the
Pentagon, they ended up in Manassas, where Elizabeth went to middle
and high school. She went on to the
Art and Fashion Institute of Pittsburgh,
PA. After graduation she returned to
Virginia with a job offer as a Manager
for The Gap. She moved on to manage The Limited and became a buyer
for Nordstrom. She then changed careers and is now a firm administrator for a law firm in Tyson’s
Corner.
Raised Mormon, Elizabeth began church shopping with her
son Jaden, 9, a fourth-grader at Lake Anne Elementary School.
”I was looking for a church, as a single mom, for Jaden that offers diversity and one where he felt the most comfortable, and
we found it at UCP. He loves his Sunday School teacher, Mr.
Jay, and everyone is so welcoming.”
Asked about her leisure -time activities, Elizabeth laughed.
“Jaden takes piano and saxophone lessons, and plays AAU
basketball and flag football. I have no life of my own!”
But she doesn’t mind at all.
“I had leukemia as a child, and was given a 4 – 8% chance of
survival. Then as a survivor I was told my chances of having
a child were slim to none. I was blessed to have my miracle
baby and thank God for allowing me to be his Mom. Jaden is
a very special spirit and I am so thankful.”

the Marsteller Elementary School in Manassas for 35 years.
Nathan died in 2006. Eulene has a son and granddaughter
who live in Idaho.
Eulene has been active in Reston including as a board member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Cultural Foundation and
a member of the Reston Chapter of Jack and Jill. She was
co-host with Rev. LaVerne Gill of the African Legacy television program series on the Reston channel She is an active
political party volunteer, and will be working at her polling
place in the coming election, as usual.
When LaVerne Gill invited her to visit UCP, Eulene accepted,
and she has now been attending for three years. She and
her good friend Carol McLean decided to join the church at
the same time. What does she especially like about UCP?
“That the people are so friendly, and that the sermons are
not too long and not boring!” she laughs.
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Lift Every Voice in 2018 and
VOTE!
By Rob Gehring
B

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your
voice like a trumpet! Isaiah 58:1
In the early 1980’s, I was working with
a Bolivian organization trying to find
and persuade farmers to adopt crops to
substitute for coca, the raw material of
cocaine. The director of the organization
argued that to effect lasting change, you
had to alter systems. I’ve never been
fully comfortable with that analysis;
I believe that in addition to systemic
reform, change at the person to person
level is also vitally important. Nevertheless, I often recommend political action
in this column, and this month is no
exception. We have an opportunity this
month to lift up our voices and make
them heard to governments across the
country.
From the United Church of Christ’s
Executive Minister of Justice & Local
Church Ministries, Rev. Traci Blackmon, we have these words urging us all
to raise our voices and be heard.
“In Hebrew Scripture the word most often translated ‘voice’ is ‘qol.’ This is also
the word translated as noise, or sound,
or vote. In a broader sense, I would say
the Hebrew word, qol, simply means
letting oneself be heard. Using our voice
to make a sound is certainly one way to
be heard, and using our vote is another.
“Our vote is the means we have to make
an impactful noise about the local, state
and national issues that concern us. Voting is a powerful tool, and this is why
we see so many focused efforts targeted
at voter disenfranchisement. This is why
districts are redrawn and political parties
engage in gerrymandering. This is why
voting rights legislation and access to the
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polls is constantly being challenged.
“So as people of faith, what is the noise
we want to make in the 2018 election
cycle?

the day is becoming harder to achieve.
And the disproportionate influence of
money in campaigns threatens to drown
out the voice of the average voter.

“What are the sounds of affirmation
or dissent that must resound loudly
through this election cycle for school
board members, state representatives,
for mayoral and gubernatorial elections?
What are the sounds of the faithful that
must ring through the halls of Congress
signaling our desire for change?

“This is precisely why our voice and
our votes matter. Churches can play a
unique role in this election cycle by encouraging respectful, informed dialogue
that builds community and a hope-filled
vision of the future that includes all
people. We can help restore the soul of
democracy.”

“No matter your opinion or political affiliation, your voice - your vote - matters
and you deserve to be heard.
“This is why it is critical for faith communities to engage in nonpartisan voter
registration, education and empowerment programs to help us make some
holy noise by lifting up the common
good through our political process.
“These are difficult, complex and challenging times. There is much at stake
as we head to the voting booths this
November. An unprecedented level of
divisive and heated rhetoric dominates
the airwaves and public dialogue. A substantive, thoughtful, respectful exchange
of across differences on the key issues of

United Christian Parish of Reston

What can we do?

VOTE!

Board Report –
October 15
By Craig Palmer, Lay CoModerator
God wants us to listen.
The Board agreed to initiate discussions
with The United Methodist Church
toward a better understanding of UMC
Virginia Conference apportionments.
The 2018 annual benevolence for each of
the four UCP denominations is $8,000.
However, the denominations vary in
their expectations of member church
support and how they apportion member church benevolences. The Board
wants to learn more about the process
toward understanding the UMC ‘fair
share’ expectation and how it comports
with UCP equal remittances to all four
denominations. Art Banks introduced the
apportionments discussion in a spirit of
ecumenism. A worthy ambition.
What is the beloved community? What
does it feel like? What does it do? Richard Williams offered a meditation/devotion focusing on vision and action. Our
vision is to make this beloved community
available to ourselves and our community with strong worship, an emphasis

on diversity, advancing justice, stressing
faith formation and stewardship of our
natural and material resources. Listen
and understand what Christ tells us. Ask
ourselves is what I’m doing and what
others are doing consistent with the beloved community. We are asked to listen
deeply, intently, personally, corporately
and honestly and to depend on God to
tell us what are the actions we should
take in the coming year and what are
those things we should not do. A worthy
challenge.
The Board approved monthly membership and finance reports that respectively
show lower membership than in the
comparable month one and five years
ago and YTD revenues less than expected
but expenses below budget. Pastor Beth
reported nine attendees in a recent Connections Class and said that five plan to
join the church on Oct. 21.
Brenda Meyer reported that HARC is
trying to schedule another weekend leadership session in 2019 on deconstructing
white privilege, the final part of the UCP
inclusion initiative (October Parish Life
pg. 7) launched this summer.

Volunteers needed for supper prep for
Hypothermia Center
By Eloise Williams, Hypothermia Volunteer Coordinator
Each Thursday from December 5. 2018
through March 28, 2019, UCP volunteers will once again prepare and serve
a hot meal to our homeless neighbors at
the Hypothermia Center in Reston. This
ministry began in 2007 and has proven
to be a very successful one through its
years of operation.
If you have volunteered with the program in the past, I hope you will add
your name to the list of chefs, sous-chefs
and servers once again. If you have not
been part of the program, I hope you
will consider joining us. New participants
will be matched with a “well-seasoned”

chef who will walk you through the
process. In addition to the chef and
sous- chef, we need two volunteers each
night who will serve the food. After dinner, a game of bingo is led by one of the
volunteers and small prizes are awarded.
Those who have participated come
away with a sense of fulfillment from
having taken part in it.
Please check you calendars for Thursdays January through March. If you
would like more information, please
email me at elrich518@comcast.net. I
hope to have the winter calendar filled
as quickly as December has filled.

UCP Board Monthly Devotions:
A meditation on our vision,
mission and goal

Stop,
Look,
Listen
By Richard Williams

We have vision for our church—“The
Beloved Community”—and a mission
which is to make that vision a reality for
ourselves and others and which we have
chosen to pursue through five goals:
1. Strong Worship—innovative worship
within our four traditions
2. Diversity/Partnership—inclusiveness
and hospitality in our community
3. Justice/Mission—advancing social
justice
4. Faith Formation—preparing people
for God’s call
5. Stewardship—responsible stewards
of natural and material resources.
What actions should we be taking to
move toward these goals? Are these the
only/best goals? In brief, what does the
beloved community look, feel, and act
like? Answers depend upon a clarity of
vision and honesty which is often difficult to achieve.
However, we are not alone! We have
been promised that Christ will be with us
when we gather together in His Name.
This is a source of deep wisdom that too
often we fail to utilize, because we are
busy asking and acting when it might be
more profitable to stop (the world will
probably not end if just rest in Christ
for a time), look (imagine, with the help
of the ever present Christ, the beloved
community), and listen (both to God
and those doing the work of the church).
This is the challenge of our vision for
all of us, but especially to those of us in
leadership; it is a discipline to be spread
among our various ministries.
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By Annerieke Owen
“There will always be poor people in the
land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who
are poor and needy in your land” - Deuteronomy 15:11 (NIV)

The Disaster Relief Fund:
Through our yearly budgeted Disaster
Relief Fund – which is part of our overall
Missions Ministry budget of $45.000
– our UCP Mission Ministry supports
our four denominations in their relief
efforts for the immediate response to
disasters that happen around the world,
more frequently as ever it seems. Think
about the recent hurricanes “Michael”
and “Florence” or the earthquake and
tsunami in Indonesia, or the landslides
after typhoon “Mangkut” in the Philippines. It might feel overwhelming, and
at times it surely is, but our donations
from this relief fund add to the contributions of other member churches, so our
four denominations can reach out and

help. Together we are a force for good
and no donation is too small.
Our UCP contributions are important
to keep this kind of relief mission work
going and to partner with our member
churches in giving assistance to many
in need. You as a member of UCP are
a part of this effort through your regular donations. If you would like to add
more to this disaster relief fund, all you
have to do is write a check with: “Disaster Relief Fund” in the subject line, or
you can specifically indicate which recent disaster you would like your money
to be donated to. In the past year, your
generous giving has added more than
$10,000 to this fund and is already part
of the relief efforts ongoing around the
world.
Our contributions give hope to people
in disaster areas here in the US and all
around the globe. That our giving may
be blessed.

Harvest
Offering
to go to
FISH
By Kathy Kelley

Harvest time is here.
It’s time to share with
each other the bounty
God has provided to us.
Each year as Thanksgiving approaches, UCP
has taken an offering
Kathy Kelley
to help support local
programs in Reston that are serving the
needs of those living with limited means.
This year, the Mission Ministry has
chosen for this offering to be given to
Herndon-Reston FISH (Friendly Instant
Sympathetic Help). This organization has
long been part of the work UCP does in
the Reston-Herndon community. The
emergency assistance it provides to help
a neighbor pay rent, buy medicine, pay
electric bills and so on can be just enough
to help them over a tight spot.
FISH itself is in a tight spot right now
because county funding has been cut
while the county shifts its priorities to
longer term solutions for those in need.
But short-term needs continue. While
the board at FISH works to find other
funding sources, UCP will stand with
them in this way to help them continue
their vital work. I know you will be
generous.

A Christmas bag printed with HO HO HOs is so ironic as survivor salvages
his belongings.
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Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Continued from p.1

blessings of community, generosity and service. We will sing,
pray, share our stories of blessing, laugh, and cry holding with
our Jewish friends the memory of the victims at Tree of Life
Or L’Simcha Congregation in Pittsburgh.

FISH to focus
on helping at
Christmas

By Bob Reed, president, Herndon-Reston FISH
Once again, Herndon-Reston FISH (Friendly, Instant, Sympathetic Help) is providing food and toys for the Christmas
holidays to families in need in the Reston - Herndon area. We
are not distributing food at Thanksgiving. Our goal is to help
200 families this year. The plan is for each family to receive a
bag of food, a $25 gift card for perishables, plus toys for children who are 1-11 years old and a $25 Target gift card for teens
aged 12-16.

Rabbi Goldsmith of
Congregation Beth
Emeth, who spoke
at last year’s service,
evoked that community spirit of unity
during their candlelight
vigilance for the victims.
“May the unity we
felt … and the commitment to stand for
good and light in a dark
world continue to give
us hope and strength
in the days and weeks Rabbi Goldsmith giving her
thanksgiving remarks at last year’s
ahead.”
Interfaith Service at UCP.

The FISH board treasures the wonderful collaboration with the
UCP that we have enjoyed for many years. We appreciate that
UCP members and friends support the program and that we
can UCP’s multipurpose room for preparing and distributing
the food and toys.
If you would like to help in this effort, we can use:
Donations of food - non-perishable canned food (tuna, meat,
vegetables, soups, and fruits), and staples such as cereals, rice
and pasta
Donation of toys appropriate for children 1-11 years of age
Donation of $25 gift cards from Safeway, Giant, or Target to be
given for perishable foods and gifts to teens
All donations need to be received by Thursday, December 13, at
UCP. For more information, you can contact Mary Jo Baedecker, coordinator for the holiday program, at mjbaedecker@cox.
net or Barbara Schell at barbschell15@gmail.com.

Congregation Beth Emeth (CBE) met to honor the victims
of Tree of Life Congregation shooting. (photos and
comments from CBE’s web page.)
In the weeks ahead on Tuesday, Nov. 20, join the Jewish
community and others to take advantage of this new day to
celebrate Thanksgiving. The service will give us hope and
strength as we stand together for good and light in a dark
world.

Interfaith Thanksgiving service
Tuesday Nov 20 at 7:30 pm
at UCP.
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Stewardship and laughter
Continued from p.1

fully projected for 2019 as laughable? I didn’t have to hold my
breath. She had recognized the fable of the chicken and the pig
as the humor. She actually laughed as she signed her pledge
commitment card.
Laughter has been an important truth in our fall sermon series
at United Christian Parish, “God’s Preposterous Promises and
Possibilities.” We wanted laughter to be woven tastefully within
the emphasis of stewardship. Hopefully, you appreciated the
humorous cartoons that have appeared in our Sunday bulletins
as well as series of skits during Sunday worship. Each day, as
God’s people, we respond to God’s promises that often appear
to be completely contrary to reason. As believers, even we must
admit there have been moments talking and listening to others
regarding God’s possibilities can sound utterly absurd, even
laughable.
Have you ever considered the mission of United Christian
Parish to be prophetic enough to inspire laughter among those
who hear it? It is stated as “Creating opportunities for all
people in the community to experience the amazing grace and
love of God, whom we know through Christ.” Can’t you hear
the giggles of those who are doubtful of religion? Can you detect the snickering of those who are skeptical of so-called “faith
communities”?
Millenniums separate the world in which we are familiar from
the narrative of Abraham and Sarah. This biblical story gives attention to Sarah’s act of laughing when she overhears a promise
from God that is so preposterous. The Hebrew word for this
context implies that Sarah laughs “to herself.”

could, incongruity and surprise would come together, and she
would really throw her head back and laugh as she has never
laughed before—and she wouldn’t cover her mouth when she
did. She would be laughing and weeping at the same time.
From 1985 until 1992, the television series “The Golden Girls”
provided laughs and tears by providing TV watchers with a
story about four previously married women now either widowed or divorced sharing an apartment in Miami. As these four
ladies, whose ages guaranteed their AARP memberships, experienced laughs as well as tough times together, Estelle Getty’s
character, Sophia was both the mother and roommate to one
of the other characters, Dorothy, played by Bea Arthur. With
great comedic precision, Sophia’s character would often deliver
a now famous line preceding one of her profound stories, “Picture this, Dorothy”. With her skillful comedic artistry, I can
imagine Getty (Sophia) telling this narrative of Abraham and
Sarah, “Picture this, a couple of kids (in God’s eyes only), who
couldn’t sneak up on the age of one hundred years, no matter
how hard they tried…”
We need to laugh. More than a chuckle or a giggle, we need
deep laughter. Certainly, deep laughter is needed amid the current tensions, vitriol politics, weaponizing of language having
the power to instigate crimes of hate and mass cruelty, and
fearmongering. We need laughter that causes our heads to rear
back and our eyes to begin to tear as a result of emotional and
physiological release. We need deep laughter that bends us over
and is a glorious thunder of unapologetic and ecstatically blissful laughter, soul freeing laughter. I hope that when we encounter God’s preposterous possibilities and promises we are free
to laugh at what seems improbable, knowing that God is free
to surprise. We are loved by God, who chooses to be glorified
through the extraordinary accomplishments of ordinary people.

God said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And Abraham
said, “There, in the tent.” Then God said, “I will surely return
to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”
And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to
be with Sarah after the manner of women. So, Sarah laughed to
herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old,
shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am
old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I
will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.”
But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid.
He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” [Genesis 18:9-15, NRSV]
The crucial point for us in understanding Sarah’s laugh—it is
possible to have humor that deals only in the incongruous and
is completely without surprise. That is Sarah’s humor. She can
laugh at the preposterousness, the incongruity of an old lady
having a baby, of having one foot in the grave and the other in a
maternity ward. She expects no surprises from God, no novelty,
no violations of the world she has grown accustomed to living
in and, as a result, her laugh can be only bitter and cynical. She
cannot hear God say, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” If she
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Blessing of the Animals
By Debby Bailey
It was a true joy seeing the animals and their owners at the
Blessing of the Animals held on September 30 at UCP. The
weather was beautiful so the event took place in the parking
lot. There were a total of twenty-one volunteers so set-up and
takedown was quick and easy. With five volunteer pastors and
two photographers, we were prepared for a large turnout.
Although attendance was smaller than hoped, the event was
a success in attracting pet owners from outside of UCP. Fifty
percent of the attendees were not UCP members. These pet
owners sought us out after seeing our ads in the Fairfax Times,
on Facebook and at Dogtopia.
The pets were all dogs except for one brave cat. The bond
shared between each animal and his/her owner(s) was evident
but one special story stood out. One couple arrived early from
Vienna so their dog, Baxter, could be blessed. The wife told
the story of how Baxter, a rescue dog with no special training,
had saved her husband’s life. Around 3:00 am one morning,

Baxter sensed something was wrong and tried to awaken the
husband. When the husband didn’t wake up, Baxter woke
up the wife. The wife realized her husband was in a diabetic
coma and immediately called 911. After the paramedics
successfully treated the husband, they indicated the outcome
could have been tragic if the coma had gone on for much
longer. This was only the first time that Baxter alerted his owners to the husband’s diabetic condition. Although initially not
allowed to sleep on the bed, the wife indicated he has earned
the right to sleep wherever he desires.
Tell the animal lovers among your family, friends and co-workers to look for the next opportunity to have their pets blessed.
The Reston Town Center sponsors of the planned “Home for
the Holidays” Nov 3 event for adopting pets have cancelled
that. This included UCP’s Blessing of the Animals.
UCP will be Blessing the Animals again next year at the Pet
Fiesta held at the Reston Town Center in the spring and here at
the church next fall.
Vounteers: Standing l-r: Lee
Schmidt, Indira and friend,
Pastor Marcus Leathers,
Pastor Larry Pullen,
Mandella, Glenn Surabian
and Moby, Pastor Ken
Collins, Diane Truman and
Abby, Eulene Bevans, Pastor
Beth Willaims and Kasia
Kryca. Seated. Middle:
Cheryl Fields, and Pastor
Rosemary Welch. Front:
Kathy Schauer-Schmidt,
Carol McClean, Debbie
Aschenbach, Menda Ahart,
and Debby Bailey, Missing
BJ Thomas and Sandra
Richards.

Getting down to eye level. Pastor Ken Collins Pastor Rosemary Welch blessed the
blesses Cheryl Fields’ friend.
one feline attendee.
Photos by Kasia Kryca and Diane Truman
Another version of meet and greet.
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Article submitted by Craig Palmer, Co Board Moderator

Leading Faithfully in the Public Square
Rev. Amy Butler
Rev. Amy Butler, pastor of the historic
Riverside Church in New York City,
reflects on how churches can faithfully
address the issues of the day without
turning every Sunday into a political
rally. She says a church’s prophetic witness must be grounded in the gospel and
flow authentically from a healthy lived
experience of beloved community.
_________________________________
In today’s political climate, many are
asking how the church can speak prophetically to the issues of the day while
also being sensitive to diverse views. At
Riverside Church, where the congregation is almost universally progressive, we
must also ask the question, “How can
we avoid turning church into a political
rally every week?” It’s a key question for
churches that are either very liberal or
very conservative in political outlook.
As a practical matter, no church can do
everything. If you try to engage every
issue, you are going to be really, really
busy and probably not very effective.
Keep your focus concentrated so that,
when you do speak, what you say has
impact.
Riverside Church has a reputation for
speaking prophetically to the issues
of the day. William Sloane Coffin, for
example, was very active in the antinuclear movement, LGBTQ rights, and
anti-apartheid advocacy. And James
Forbes was very active in issues of racial
reconciliation. The congregation expects
me to say things that perhaps others
cannot say and to use the pulpit to address conversations that the church has
traditionally shied away from. But part
of that task is pulling people back to the
gospel. We need to be consistent, diligent, and disciplined in examining the
words and teaching of Jesus to be sure
our proclamation reflects the gospel and
the Biblical witness.

Pulling people back to
the gospel
In January 2017, for example, when
President Trump signed his executive
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order on immigration, our
response the next Sunday was
to read every passage in the
Bible addressing the issue of
welcoming the stranger. It was
a way of solidly grounding our
political stance in the witness
of scripture. Hearing those texts
helped many in the congregation embrace their faith in new
and fresh ways.
Many churchgoers on the
progressive end of the spectrum
tend to be a little embarrassed
by the Bible and the way that
American society has defined
and expressed the Christian
faith. So, a lot of people in our
church that day experienced a
powerful sense of relief and joy
in discovering that the Bible is
a resource that speaks to the
issues of our day, rather than
Rev. Amy Butler of Riverside Church,
a source of embarrassment, and that
New York, NY
you can be a person of faith and speak
prophetically to these issues.

Concentrating your focus
Riverside has always been a gathering
place for people of faith from all over
this country and around the world, and
that reach has expanded exponentially
with the advent of social media. That
January 2017 service was viewed over
2 million times by people around the
world. We are coming to understand
that our public platform is something we
need to steward in faithful ways.
As a practical matter, no church can do
everything. If you try to engage every
issue, you are going to be really, really
busy and probably not very effective.
Keep your focus concentrated so that,
when you do speak, what you say has
impact.

A prophetic posture
begins inside-out
When a congregation is healthy and
faithfully living out the witness of beloved community, its prophetic proclamation will be most effective. When
a congregation is rife with infighting or
United Christian Parish of Reston

when church disputes show up on the
front page of the local newspaper, the
integrity of its public witness will suffer.
The work of forming disciples and leading healthy community within the walls
of your church is essential. While dealing
with the church’s institutional health and
administrative structures may not seem
as important or sexy as engaging serious
public issues, it is basic to the authenticity of your external proclamation.
Again, it comes back to the gospel. Does
our proclamation reflect the fundamental teachings of Jesus to love God and
love your neighbor? This needs to be our
measuring stick.
_________________________________
Related Resources
“Leading a Historic Congregation,” a
Leading Ideas Talks Podcast episode
featuring Amy Butler
4 Tips for Preaching on Politically
Charged Topics by Ginger Gaines-Cirelli
4 Opportunities for the Church in
the Current Political Tension by Carey
Nieuwhof

Justice Conference dug deep
into the heart of social issues
By Leslie Irminger-Block
On October 20th, United Christian
Parish’s Justice & Peace Ministry Team
(JPMT) hosted a day long conference on
Social Justice. With a focus on Immigration, the #Metoomovement, Inclusion on
College Campuses, and an overall review
on how communities can embrace social
justice; the conference offered not only
key note addresses but breakout opportunities for small groups to dig deeper in
the heart of social issues that plague our
society.
The all-day conference opened with
music from the Adams Center Muslim
Children’s Chorus, Adams Beat. The
group melted the hearts of the crowd
with songs as they sang, “This Land is
My Land,” showing us all that America,
truly is a home for ALL people.
Our three keynote addresses all focused
on different areas of social justice. Local ADAMS member Afeefa Syeed’s
presentation, Becoming American: An
Immigrant Muslim’s Story, revealed the
obstacles of immigrating to America
as a Muslim. Rev. Wendy Hamilton,
from Open Door MCC in Boyd, MD,
presentation, The #MeToo Movement:
A Defining Cultural Movement, dove
into the heart of the issues surrounding
women of sexual assault in America. Our
final keynote was given by, Professor C.
Shawn McGuffey of Boston College.
He closed our conference out with a
conversation on Working for Justice &

the Politics of Civility. His presentation
focused on his work in social justice and
what he’s learned over the years on how
to be a productive social justice warrior
within today’s climate. All of our key
notes brought intense passion, knowledge
and insight to our audience.
In between our keynotes, attendees took
time to join in fellowship and attended
two sets of break-out sessions. The
breakouts included:

UCP and most of all the Fellowship team
for assisting with the food for the day. It
takes a army to make these events happen
and we are very thankful for the support.
UCP’s JPMT team hosts conferences
bi-annually, and other events throughout the year. We encourage ALL UCP
members to attend and take an active
role in promoting social, environmental
and other types of Justice throughout the
community and our congregation. These
conferences provides UCP members, our
partnering congregations, and our community the opportunity to come together
to learn more about all forms of justice.
All ages are welcome, if needed UCP
will provide childcare—so Just ask! We
want ALL members to join us as we work
as a congregation for “Justice & Peace”
for all. The next one will occur in the
Spring/Summer of ‘19. For questions on
our conferences or how you can become
involved in JPMT please contact, Ashley
Aschenbach or Lesley Irminger-Block.

 Challenges of Being an Inclusive Christian on Campus, GMU ARISE Students and Rev. Emilee Snyder
 Race & Resistance: No Justice, No
Peace, Rev Wendy Hamilton
 #WhyIDidntReport: The Power of
Trauma & Story, Rev. Wendy Hamilton
 A Call to Spiritual Action, Morris Smith (Washington Plaza Baptist
Church)
 Preparing Your Org to Work for Justice,
Professor Shawn McGuffey
 Climate Change, Creation
Care & Faith, Eric Goplerud
(Faith Alliance for Climate
Solutions)
While the crowd was small,
around 50 people, those in attendance were engaged, vocal,
and ready to learn new ways to
work as a community for social
justice. JPMT would like to
thank the leadership team of
The Adams Beat opened the conference.
Photo by Lesley Irminger-Block

Dedication
Reston Community Orchestra dedicates this concert to
the United Christian Parish of Reston for its
generous support and its continual community service
and interfaith work in the Reston community.
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Fourth
Annual Arts
and Crafts
Fair and

By Lois McMahon
Despite less than auspicious weather,
the fourth annual UCP Arts and Craft
Fair which combined this year with the
Fall Festival, was a great success. UCP
members and 30 artists and craftspeople
welcomed the local Reston-Herndon
community into our church for a day
of good food, good shopping, and good
times. There were activities for children
including face painting and pumpkin
decorating as well as a moon bounce for
those stalwart enough to brave the rain
drops. Penney’s Perfect Pies were a big
hit again this year as well as the lunch
prepared by UCP cooks. The preschool
also was registering students for next year.
Representatives from Herndon-Reston
FISH, the recipients of a portion of the
fair sales, were also on hand to share
information about their programs and to
hold a raffle. Total sales for the day were
over $7,000 with a portion donated to
FISH. The hospitality committee made
over $700 with their delicious lunch and
bake sale items. Many thanks to all who
helped make this day such a success.
Your tireless energy and ready smiles
made all feel welcomed as they enjoyed
the hospitality of our church home.

Photos from the Fall Festival and
the Arts and Crafts Fair show
the diversity of crafts and future
pumpkin artists.
Photos by Katarzyna Kryca

UCP Preschool Director Amelia Clark
commissioned at worship service
Amelia Clark was commissioned Oct
28 as Preschool Director of the United
Christian Parish Preschool at the 8:30
worship service. Amelia has had many
years of experience working with preschool age children and worked as a
substitute teacher at the preschool prior
to accepting the director position.
The school provides a loving Christian
atmosphere, also known as our School
Family, where all children share a variety
of age-appropriate experiences and
learn to play and work with others. The
Preschool operates as a ministry of UCP.
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Amelia Clark,
Preschool Director

Disciples 2018 Regional
Assembly Report
By Menda Ahart

Rev. Allen Harris, our Regional Minister,
presided over the Capital Area Christian
Church Disciples of Christ Regional
Assembly, October 12-13, at Largo
Community Church in Mitchellville,
MD. The theme of the Assembly was
“Together – on earth as in Heaven.” This
theme was chosen in light of the goal of
becoming a “Beloved Community” as
articulated in the prayer Jesus taught His
disciples (Matthew 6:10).

Highlights of the
Assembly
Guest speakers – Rev. Sandhya Jha,
founder and director of the Oakland
Peace Center and Rev. Yvonne Gilmore,
Associate Dean of the Disciples Divinity
House in Chicago. Rev. Jha’s presentation centered on different translations of
The Lord’s Prayer and how we engaged in
them. Rev. Gilmore, who is a poet and
spoken word artist, spoke from the title,
“Reclaiming Heaven: Co-Creative Community.” Her premise was that we can’t
separate heaven and earth. Scriptural references: “In the beginning, God created
heaven and earth…” and “on earth as in
heaven.” Both very thought-provoking
messages.
Learning Centers / Workshop Sessions
included Hispanic Ministries, Disciples
Women, Disciples Center for Public
Witness, and Creating Communities of
Inclusion and Care. All were interesting
and interactive.
Music by the Capital Area Band, the National City Gospel Choir, the Sanctuary

Choir from First Christian, Falls Church,
and the youth Praise Choir from Springfield Christian Church, our Hispanic
congregation. We clapped and sang and
were inspired by the music.

Regional Minister’s
Report on the State of the
Regional Church
There are 44 congregations in the Capital
Area across Maryland, Northern Virginia,
Washington, DC, Delaware, and the
eastern panhandle of West Virginia, and
170 clergy.
Three social justice ministries: Disciples
Center for Public Witness, Disciples
Refugee & Immigration Ministry, and
the Ecumenical Poverty Initiative.
Two Disciples-founded service agencies:
Bethany House, a low-income senior
housing facility and Rockville Nursing
Home.
Two camp and conference centers:
Camp Mary Mac in Maryland and
Bethany Beach Conference Center in
Delaware.

The new Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
Mission Statement:

 Attend to the needs of the vulnerable;
and
 Overcome structural and systemic injustice.
Rev. Harris in his regional report acknowledged United Christian Parish as
having hosted the January 2018 event
honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and of presenting the Bridge
Builders Award posthumously to Oscar
Haynes.
Rev. Harris also listed the new pastors
called and installed in congregations—
one of whom was our own Pastor Marcus
installed as Co-Pastor of United Christian Parish on September 16, 2018. Rev.
Leathers was also acknowledged as a core
trainer in our Region for Pro-Reconciliation / Anti-Racism training.

Business Session
Delegates voted for the incoming Regional Board officers, Commission Directors, Constituency Group Presidents, and
Trustees. Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers was
elected as Director of the Commission
for Camps and Conference.
I was delighted to represent UCP at the
Assembly and to meet others in our
region. Thank you for the opportunity.

We work together across generations to:
 Equip leaders grounded in Scripture,
centered on Christ, and immersed in
the Spirit;
 Create communities of inclusion and
care;

Congratulations
Bob and Nancy Mason on the birth of their greatgrandson, Robert Cole Hutchinson, on Oct. 7
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Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Dorothy Aeschliman
Sean Aldo
(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or parishadmin@ucpreston.org. Please let the
office know when a name can be removed from the list.

Susan & Ben Erdman
Dennis Derr

(Sandy Derr’s brother)

Cheryl Fields’ father
Lynn Franklin

Milton Arnesen

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Barb

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

(Kristy Pullen’s father)
(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Lowell Ray Coleman

(Tammi Leathers’ father)

Norma Freeman
Donald Gehring

(Rob Gehring’s brother)

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert
Jim Hall

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Frances Hurley

Thelma Cofie
Corey

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Conrad Kilinski

Rebecka Cota

(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Charles King

Kathy Dally

(Sally Baughman’s brother)

Janette Dally

Anne Lamar

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Burt Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood

Aaron Sawyer

(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

(former manager of The Closet)

Darleen Marcini

(Joellyn & Lloyd Kinzer’s nephew)

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Joe McGregor
(Karen Young’s father)

Marc Schroeder
BJ Silvey
Karen Stevens
Fred Taylor

Edward Pelzner

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Carol Venese

Walt Peterson

Wanda

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

(friend of Rebecca Turner)

Pauline Pittman

Grace Wang Yang
Eloise Williams
Pamela William family
Richard Williams
Andrew Wilson

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

David Plum

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

David Roe
Suzanne Rudiselle
Janet Ruhan

(Craig Palmer’s son-in-law)

Woloch Family

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Rhonda Savage’s family

(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

20 NOV

TUESDAY at UCP
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Time: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

27 NOV
TUESDAY

Tea & Tour at Washington National Cathedral
Time: 11:45 AM - 5:30 PM

29 NOV

THURSDAY at UCP
W.I.T.S. Book Club See p. 7
Time: 7 pm
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members

United Christian Parish of Reston

Barbara Zettlemoyer

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Parish Staff

Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry ---------------------------------------- Lillian Brown
Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------------------------ Penny Johnson
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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