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UCP installs
Co-Pastor
By Craig Palmer, Board CoModerator

Stewardship
2019
By Rev. Beth Williams

Faithfully Facing the
Future: Inward, outward,
and upward
Commitment to Stewardship is a way of
life . As believers, we have an obligation
to become sincerely involved spiritually,
emotionally and intellectually on a
course of action, our way of life, as we
relate to each other and to our God.
We bring it to the table because our
giving is an act of worship. It’s an act of
gratitude. It’s our promise to share and
live as generous followers of Jesus. We
Continued on p. 2

For Report from
the Finance
Council see p. 2

Reston’s
United Christian Parish, a
four-denomination church,
installed Rev.
Dr. Marcus
Leathers as copastor during
worship Sept.
16.

A Very Preliminary
Look at the OneService Survey
By Jerry Hebenstreit
Has the Worship Ministry extracted
all it needs to know from the survey
it conducted last spring? No. We are
by no means done! We’ve only been
able to glean some of the deep trove of
information we received. We received
134 responses and roughly 80% of those
included comments ranging from very
brief to very detailed.

Rev. Dr. Marcus
Rev. Leathers,
Leathers, Co-Pastor
called by the
congregation
to join Rev. Elisabeth Williams on the
ministerial team, has served nearly 20
years as a core organizer/trainer within
the Reconciliation Initiative of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), a UCP
partner denomination. He completed
his Doctor of Ministry studies at Wesley
Theological Seminary and has served
churches in Lexington, Ky., Tazewell,
Va., and Washington, D.C.
Continued on p. 2

But we have gotten enough feedback to
address the basic question: Should UCP
move to a single Worship service on
Sunday mornings?

Should We Change?
The answer you, as the worshipping
community, gave us is, “Not at this
time.” The chart shows that there is no
really strong consensus on the question of adopting a single service model
for worship. Out of all the votes tallied,
46% stated a definite preference for one
service, roughly a third of respondents
(32%) had a definite preference for the
two-service model, and 22% could go
either way.
Continued on p. 11
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Finance Council Report
By Joan Braxton, Chair, Finance Council
The United Christian Parish is
blessed with a generous congregation
that is committed to supporting our
programs. The Finance Council is
responsible for assuring we are good
stewards in use of your contributions. We keep the financial records,
advise the Parish Board on financial matters, manage investments,
and report the status of the church
finances. The Finance Council
Joan Braxton,
consists of three elected members, Finance Council Chair
the Treasurer and volunteers. One
Council member is elected each year for a three year term. The
Council chooses a chair who becomes a member of the Board.
With the upcoming annual stewardship campaign this fall, we
want to remind you to keep your giving up to date and increase
your contributions as you may be able. UCP would be blessed
in 2018 if you could give more than your commitment or
increase what you gave last year. Also, a reminder to those over
70 1/2 years old who must take Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from tax deferred accounts. To get some tax relief
for 2018, it might help if you use the Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD), which is a direct transfer of funds from
your IRA or tax deferred account. It is not too late to do this
if you have not received all your annual RMD. There was an
article on the Qualified Charitable Distribution in the March

2018 UCP newsletter. If you would like to get a copy of this
article or would like to know more about the QCD, contact me
or another member of the Finance Council.
The approved budget for 2018 is a deficit budget which
anticipates use of over $100,000 of reserve funds. With a new
ministerial team and great programs in place we believe we can
work toward a balanced budget with your help.
As of August 31, 2018, revenue and expenses compared to the
budget are as follows:

Income
Expenditures
Net Loss

BUDGET
for 2018

ACTUAL
@8/31/2018

% of
BUDGET

$551,500
$685,477
$(133,977)

$341,569
$406,397
$(64,828)

62%
59%

The income is about 62% of the budget income but should
be about 67% or more at the end of eight months. During
summer, income and expenses tend to fall behind the budgeted
amounts. Expenses quickly catch up as programs resume and
utility bills come in. By meeting your 2018 commitment, you
can help to bring Income in line with the budget.
The members of the Finance Council are always ready to
answer any questions on the church’s finances. The Finance
Council stands with you in commitment to compassionate
service, spiritual development, inclusiveness and love.

The installation
Continued from p. 1

is really hard work, agreement and compromise hard to attain
in one of the most divisive and contentious eras in human history. Marcus, what has God gotten you into here! Ministry in
an ecumenical parish will be most especially challenging.” Rev.
Rev. Allen V. Harris led the installation describing in his serHarris serves as regional minister for the Christian Church
mon, the UCP as “a church that stands in contrast to so much (Disciples of Christ) Capital Area Region. (Excerpts from his
of what’s going on in the world. Uniting and maintaining unity sermon are on p. 4; photos of service and reception on p. 19.)
The Presbyterian Church (USA), United Church of Christ and
The United Methodist Church also partner in this lay-led ecumenical church.

Stewardship 2019
Continued from p. 1

have been saved by God’s grace and it’s our responsibility to
give back, to share this good news as God’s hands and feet in
this world.
The month of October we will be focusing on stewardship,
faithfully facing the future. We will look at it from all directions: inward, outward, and most importantly upward.
• Watch for a special mailing with details of what this bright
future holds for us.
• Prayerfully consider what God is calling you to contribute.
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• Complete a pledge card (which will be mailed to you and
will also be available on the website and on the connections corner.)
• Bring your card to worship on Sunday, Nov. 4 when we will
dedicate our commitment to being a part of this future.

The pledged goal for 2019: $510,000
10% of our pledged giving is budgeted
for mission!

United Christian Parish of Reston

Being a civil voice in
uncivil times
By Rob Gehring
B

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths,
but only what is useful for building up, as
there is need, so that your words may give
grace to those who hear”. Ephesians 4:29
In his sermon, The Elusive “Unity” of
Community, on the occasion of the installation of Rev Dr. Marcus Leathers as
our pastor, Rev. Allen Harris, the regional
minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Capital Area, urged us to
listen and to value the views of others as
we undertake the hard work of building
unity in our UCP community.
The United Church of Christ urges us, as
people of faith, to seek community in the
world beyond our UCP family by taking
action and speaking out in ways that will
bring people together rather than divide.
The UCC describes how to “Be a Civil
Voice in Uncivil Times” in the following
article.
“While public discussion of political
issues has the potential to bring out the
best in us—by surfacing creative new
ideas or developing effective problemsolving strategies—more often than not
in our public dialogue the opposite seems
to be happening. From the national
dialogue about health care to the passionate discussion of immigration reform
this year, it is all too easy for anger and
frustration to get the best of us. Whether
around the office water cooler or the extended family dinner table, reasoned conversation is taking a back seat to personal
attacks and replayed sound bites. Because
we avoid these conversations, we miss out
on deeper understanding of the issues.
“As people of faith participating in the
public square, we are called to a higher
standard of engagement and interaction
with our neighbors, even those with
whom we may disagree on an issue. Our
faith provides us with spiritual resources
to take the conversation to a different

level. We can choose respect and hope
over animosity and bitterness. We can
choose to listen and learn rather than
attack and insult. We can choose to have
civic discussions in civil tones.
“We do not have to avoid the hard issues.
We can prepare ourselves for a better
conversation by using some of the following ideas to shape conversation on the
difficult and emotion-filled issues of the
day:

Show Respect:

Rather than
trying to “win” a debate with your
arguments, judge your success by how
well you demonstrate respect for other
people and for what insights or interesting challenges arise for you. Stay away
from insults and personal attacks, and
keep trying to return to the substance of
the issue. The more respect you show for
someone else’s opinions, the more reason
they have to respect yours.

Listen:

One of the best ways to show
respect is to listen. Focus on what the
other person is saying, rather than focusing on what you are going to say next.
Ask yourself, “What are they trying to
express?” “What is important to them?”
“Where do we agree?

Seek Understanding: Try
to understand the context from which
other people are speaking – ask yourself
why they see things the way they do. Ask
open-ended questions that invite others
to say more about why they believe what
they believe.

Share Your Own Views
Well: Put thought and energy into
articulating your own views clearly and
concisely. What do you believe and why?
Statistics can be helpful, but often sharing your personal stories is most effective.
Claim your own opinions by using “I”
statements, such as “I believe…” and “In
my experience…” Try to avoid exaggeration or the use of sound bites or slogans
—use your own words.

Keep Your Head:

Talking about
public policy issues often taps into strong
emotions and passions. Remember to
pause, take a deep breath from time to
time, and give yourself time to respond.
Few people benefit or learn anything
from a shouting match. You can help set
the tone of the conversation by continuing to act with civility even when others
are not. If someone is not showing
respect—for instance, by interrupting or
not listening to your comments—calmly
ask that they do so. “You just shared
your opinion and I listened without
interrupting, could you please listen to
mine?”
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The Elusive “Unity” of “Community”

By Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Minister, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Capital Area

Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers was installed as
pastor of the United Christian Parish at
our worship service on September 16. The
principal installing officer was the Rev.
Allen V. Harris, regional minister of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Capital Area. The following is excerpted
from Rev. Harris’s sermon, which was entitled “The Elusive ‘Unity’ of Community.”
Scripture: John 17:20-24

Why are congregations like United
Christian Parish in Virginia and Columbia United Christian Church in Maryland, ecumenical to the core, so few and
far between rather than the norm?
The answer is probably something your
pastors and leaders know all too well, and
really anyone who is a human being on
this planet has discovered: uniting and
maintaining unity is hard work! And I
don’t have to work hard at all to bring
to your minds the fact that by almost
anyone’s standards we are living in one
of the most divisive, contentious, and
polarized eras in human history. It’s no
wonder that the church has all but given
up on its call to seek the unity of Christ
in the face of this tsunami of contentious
rhetoric and discordant behavior!
But, yet, the call is still clear from our
Sovereign and Savior, Jesus Christ. You
heard and read the words he spoke, and
not at some everyday coffee klatch with
a couple of his neighbors, but at the last
supper in which he would partake with
his faithful band of followers who would
soon witness his crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension and who would
then be expected to go out into all the
world so that, in Jesus’ very words to
them, “They may become completely one, so
that the world may know that you have sent
me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.” Those poor disciples hadn’t
stopped fighting amongst themselves and
now were called to be Christ’s very body
to unite the world!
Marcus, child of God and disciple of
Christ, what has God gotten you into
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here? Now, you notice that I put the
responsibilities entirely upon the Divine
shoulders for bringing you here because
neither I, as the Regional Minister who
submitted your name and profile to the
Pastor Nominating Committee, nor the
Pastor Nominating Committee itself,
who did all that hard work interviewing
and praying for and presenting you, want
anyone to think that we did this act,
especially when you come to us wonder-

Rev. Allen V. Harris, regional minister
of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) Capital Area.

ing what you got into! We all *know*
that ministry is hard work, and ministry
in an ecumenical parish, particularly one
with such diverse traditions as United
Methodist, Presbyterian (USA), United
Church of Christ, and Disciples of Christ
bound together as one will be most especially challenging! But it’s all God’s fault
you’re here!
So, in preparing for what I would say to
you on this, your Installation Day, Rev.
Dr. Leathers, I felt compelled to talk
about one of the most unique qualities
of this particular congregation and the
quality the church, our country, and our
world craves the most right now: unity.
Jesus’ conversation with his disciples
about the unity that comes from love
jumped immediately to mind. Then, as
I was preparing for this sermon, I came
across a marvelous commentary by none
other than a Lutheran minister, Rev. Dr.
Janet H. Hunt, quoting a Lutheran saint,
United Christian Parish of Reston

Dietrich Bonhoeffer. (We couldn’t let the
Lutherans be unrepresented, now, could
we!)
Rev. Dr. Hunt, looking at this passage
from John 17, references Bonhoeffer’s
book Life Together, and especially the
first chapter of it, “Community.” In it
Bonhoeffer makes the case that the unity,
harmony, and complete cooperation of
which Jesus spoke was never expected by
Jesus to be fully realized by humanity,
yet, paradoxically, it should be our highest goal. Bonhoeffer argues that such
complete unanimity of spirit is impossible by we humans, and our holding up
total unity as a goal only frustrates our
efforts to work towards it. Bonhoeffer
writes,
Innumerable times a whole Christian community has broken down because it had
sprung from a wish dream. The serious
Christian, set down for the first time in
a Christian community, is likely to bring
with him (her/them) a very definite idea of
what Christian life together should be and
try to realize it. But God’s grace speedily
shatters such dreams. Just as surely as God
desires to lead us to a knowledge of genuine
Christian fellowship, so surely must we be
overwhelmed by a great disillusionment
with others, with Christians in general,
and if we are fortunate, with ourselves. (pp.
26-27)
Did you catch this line of thinking?
We come with Pollyannaish dreams of
complete and total unity, and “God’s grace
speedily shatters such dreams.” But even in
light of this shocking truth, that complete union is not possible, we are not to
give up on the call to genuine Christian
community. Even, and this is the hardest
line to hear, when this realization forces
us to be disillusioned with others, “And
if we are fortunate, with ourselves.”
Bonhoeffer is trying to help us understand that being overwhelmed by a great
disillusionment that ultimate unity and
harmony are not possible – by us – is a
Continued on p. 5

gift of grace! Dr. Hunt surmises, “It is
in our differences, in our struggles, in our
hurts that we encounter and receive God’s
grace and gift most completely. It is then
that I am able to see Christ in my neighbor.
It is then that I am able to be loved in spite
of myself. It is then I know most deeply my
own need for God.”

is, in the words of Thomas Campbell in
his Declaration and Address, “essentially,
intentionally, and constitutionally one.”
Now let me step back for a moment and
speak a word about unity to those who
look and talk a lot like me, those who
have life experiences a lot like I have had

The key to being
willing to love those
who are so completely
unlovable – even as we
seek to love our often
unlovable selves— is
understanding the
power of honesty and
forgiveness—with
ourselves, first, and
then others – to bring
us closer to that crucial Top, a solemn tradition of laying on of
unity. For is not this hands was performed by participating
ministers. Right, after installation UCP’s
the very act of God
becoming incarnate in co-pastors served communion.
in my life. There is a
Jesus Christ? Hunt writes,
special call that comes
“With all our warts, our struggles, our
to those of us who are
hurts, and yes, sometimes our hurting one
another, this is where God put us and this is European-American/
Caucasian/Anglo/
who God put us with to learn from and to
grow with. And it is in our differences and White… there is a
in our struggles that the glory of which Jesus special call to those of us who are men…
there is a special call to those of us who
speaks in John 17:22 most shines, it seems
are cisgender, that is those of us who
to me. For this glory is best known in true
exclusively identify as our sex assigned at
forgiveness. This glory is best experienced
birth… there is a special call to those of
among those who can examine their own
us who are 50 years of age or older. And
faults and recognize their need for God...
that special call, particularly in reference
which is what our struggles also do.”
to the hard work of staying in the converThis is not to say that we should ever put
sation, remaining at the table, and doing
up with or allow abuse, harassment, or
the work of accountability and forgivemanipulation. Categorically NOT! But
ness is threefold: to listen far more than
all too frequently do we not name too
we talk; to allow those different from us
quickly as abuse that which is truly only
to take the lead and set the priorities; and
a difference of opinion, a variation in
to use our resources (money, connections,
approach, a diverse theological or philoand positions) to support those priorities.
sophical perspective, or just a personalAnd here I return to Rev. Dietrich Bonity that grates on our nerves? These are
hoeffer and Dr. Janet Hunt’s point. It is
NOT good enough reasons for disbandin the realization of our vast differences
ing our call to unity, for getting frusand our inability to ultimately unite over
trated and leaving the table or picking
these differences that we have to turn
up our toys and walking away, or calling
to God to be the unifying force and not
out someone else. We have allowed the
prurient proclivities of our media-driven, depend on ourselves. I’ll repeat what
Hunt wrote, “It is in our differences, in
sensational, knee-jerk culture to distract
our struggles, in our hurts that we encounus from our high calling from Jesus
ter and receive God’s grace and gift most
Christ to be the church on earth which

completely. It is then that I am able to see
Christ in my neighbor. It is then that I am
able to be loved in spite of myself. It is then
I know most deeply my own need for God.”
Marcus, another way of saying this is to
say that congregations such as United
Christian Parish are BOTH a sign and
symbol of the inbreaking of the
Commonwealth of God AND a
place where God’s patience and
yours is going to be tested, tried,
and last nerve strained! It is here
that the Beloved Community
in all its glory and all its messiness will be found. Has United
Christian Parish ever experienced tension or fighting? Then
GOOD! You are
doing the hard
work of making Jesus’ hopes
real! Don’t let
the hard work of
listening to one
another – deeply
and honestly
– dissuade you
from your higher
calling to seek
unity. Don’t let the important work of
truth-telling and accountability dissuade
you from you higher calling to seek unity.
Don’t let differences of opinion, history,
perspective, or even personality dissuade
you from your higher calling to seek
unity.
But ultimately, do not think that unity is
achievable, at least by your own efforts.
Accept that love that Jesus received from
God and poured out to his own disciples,
a love they did not earn but a love freely
given. Then allow that same love to
overflow from you, my beloved Marcus
and United Christian Parish, to flow out
to those around you who so long to be
loved, even if they have not earned it
either. And it will be in this ever flowing
stream of grace-laden love that you will
discover, once again, the elusive unity of
community.
May it be so. Amen
Photos by Kasia Surabian and Ashley
Aschenbach. For more, see 19.
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Meet UCP Parish Ministries
Council (PMC) members
The Parish Ministries Council is the body where decisions about ministry, the nurturing of the congregation in its faith journey,
and coordination of the work of mission and outreach are made. There are four ministries with other functions met by teams.
The ministries are Faith Formation, Missions, Witness, and Worship. The teams are Building & Grounds, Fellowship, Justice &
Peace Ministry Team (JPMT), and Technology Team. The ministry chairs are chosen by the ministry members and will not necessarily change yearly. There is a Ministerial Co-Chair and a Lay Co-Chair

Ministerial Co-Chair

Lay Co-Chair

Faith Formation
Ministryy

Rev. Beth Williams

Debbie Aschenbach

Lillian Brown

Witness Ministry

Debbie Bailey

Kathy SchauerSchmidt

Justice & Peace Ministry Team

Ashley Aschenbach
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Lesley IrmingerBlock

Worship Ministry

Jerry Hebenstreit

Mission Ministry

Kathy Kelley

Bob Haley

Technology Team

Claudia Stallings

United Christian Parish of Reston

Paul (Jay) Grant

Building & Grounds
Team

Eric Hochstrasser

Fellowship Team

Penny Johnson

Board Notes – Sept 17
By Marcus Leathers,
Ministerial Team CoModerator
The UCP Board met on 17 September 2018. The following are the items
discussed:
 Approved a motion to install Laurie
Callahan as an Elder (see ByLaws of
UCP, Art. I, Sect. I. C.1.) during 11:00
AM worship on Sunday 23 September
2018.
 Motion from Finance Council was
accepted to approve 2018 Policy and
Procedure Manual, (by UCP’s board see
ByLaws of UCP, Art. V, Sect. A.).
 Discussed execution and evaluations of
Goals and Objectives of UCP as coherent to the identity of the Beloved Community, in essence the Parish’s mission.
 Approved a motion to rename community/Ecumenical Thanksgiving worship
as the “Thanksgiving Interfaith Service”

which is to be held on the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving Day. This year the
Thanksgiving Interfaith Service will be
held on Tuesday 20 November 2018.
 Approved a motion to schedule a
church conference on Sunday 3 February 2019, one worship service to begin
at 10:00 AM, followed by lunch (Reverend Cathy Abbott, District Superintendent, Arlington District Office of
the UMC, was not available for the initial date proposed by UCP’s board for
this church conference). The October
Board meeting will discuss the UMC
apportionment in preparation for the 3
February church conference.
 Approved a motion for a Justice and
Peace Ministry Team Facebook Page
that will be congruent with the mission
and identity of UCP.
 Discussed options to publicly communicate matrix of responsibilities of
pastors.

Inclusion Initiative
By Craig Palmer

Only let your conversation be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ. Philippians 1:27

The conversation began with 11 church
members speaking out in writing and
addressing the Board verbally: “Even
though some of our strongest and most
respected members are people of color,
it’s become evident that decision making
at UCP often suffers from unconscious
bias that does not include their perspective.”
Most of the letter signers brought their
‘ask’ to a Board meeting: “To address
this concern structurally we request that
UCP add an anti-racist and inclusion
component to its leadership training for
all clergy, Board members, staff and all
other lay leaders; that annual personnel
and ministry reviews include metrics to
assess how well our leaders are growing
in these areas; and that we produce a best
practices manual for all ministries and
committees to abide by. We are happy to

provide assistance in implementing this
effort.”
The Board called on the Human and Administrative Resources Council (HARC)
which quickly went to work assessing
resources and proposing inclusion and
anti-racism training “to help UCP grow
into a more genuinely welcoming, inclusive community.”
The roadmap for church leaders on
this faith journey began June 23-24 at
a conference led by the Rev. Michelle
Ledder, director of program ministries for
the general commission on religion and
race for The United Methodist Church.
It included stops along the way to the
Big Idea: the Beloved Community need
to examine equality v. equity, implicit
bias—what we don’t think we think,
deconstructing white privilege, and a
powerful “After That” sermon followed
by rousing applause by the congregation.

 Approved motion to confirm Pastor
Beth Williams as Ministerial Team CoChair of PMC, (see ByLaws of UCP,
Art. V, Sect. D.)
 Discussed UCP’s continued commitment to transparency such as displaying
draft of Agenda for UCP board meeting.
 Discussed the presentation of UCP
newsletter’s masthead.
 With Co-Chairs of Justice and Peace
Ministry Team present, discussed UCP
board’s continued commitment to both
long range and immediate goals of
JPMT.
 Discussed the date for Commitment
Sunday to be 4 November 2018.

W.I.T.S. Book
Club fall reading
selections
By Karen Skatoff
WITS Book Group found it necessary to
change the day of the month to the 4th
Thursday of the month. Here are the updated dates reflecting these changes.

Oct 13

An American Marriage
by Tayari Jones will be featured at
the GMU Fall For The Book event.

Oct 25 When Breath Becomes
Air by Paul Kalathi
Nov 29 Commonwealth by Ann
Patchett

Dec/Jan 24 Manhattan
Beach by Jennifer Egan
Discussions start at 7 pm at UCP.

This conversation has fresh legs at UCP.
Let’s run with it.
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God’s Call to UCP: A Series of Devotions

Finding joy

By Brenda Meyer, Human Resources and Administrative Resources Council (HARC)
When Craig asked me to prepare the
devotional for this month’s board meeting, he suggested that I focus on ‘Joy’. I
started thinking about this and with Pastor Harris’s recent sermon on the hard
work of leading the church, I decided
that perhaps that was something to
reflect on. So this is my humble attempt
and may go into the category of “Be
careful what you wish for.”
I started by looking up the definition of
joy. Joy is defined as a feeling of great
pleasure or happiness. I then went and
looked for Bible references for joy. Did
you know that joy is referenced in the
Bible close to 200 times? This left me
wondering which of these would ring
true to me? So I went to a more authoritative resource, my childhood and the
sense of joy and wonder I frequently felt
as a child.
Remember Eeyore and Tigger in the
Winnie-the Pooh-books? For Eeyore, no
matter what amazing circumstance came
his way, doom and gloom remained the
focus. For Tigger, bouncing through life

without a care in the world, he never
perceived anything to go wrong. In our
daily lives, it is easy to have the attitude
of Eeyore while wishing we could have
the outlook of Tigger — two quite extreme viewpoints of life.
Rev. Harris was correct that what we do
is hard! As we try through discernment
and prayer to do what is ‘best’ for the
entire congregation, we often have those
who are still unhappy with the results.
We often get caught up in the ‘work’ of
the church and take little time to reflect
and even laugh at ourselves. We tend to
react like Eeyore.

A joyful heart is good medicine, but a
crushed spirit dries up the bones.
Proverbs 17:12.
Remember that “a spoonful sugar helps
the medicine go down.” Perhaps we as
leaders of UCP should strive to “stop
and smell the roses.” As we work for
UCP we have many things to be joyful
about most notably the installation of
Pastor Marcus, the wonderful summer

sermon series and co-pastors that work
together with joy every day. However,
we tend to focus on what isn’t working,
the unhappiness of some members of
the church and conflict that is either real
or perceived. If we can start to tame our
inner Eeyore and free our inner Tigger,
perhaps our joy will be contagious. It
will make the road easier and fulfill us.
Remember, even in disagreement we
should recognize the good intentions of
others and strive to make our decisions
joyously. Will we always get it right?
Probably not, but better to laugh at ourselves and move on than to dwell on the
mistake. Let us try to release our inner
Tigger and ‘bound joyfully’ through all
we do at UCP.

Lord help us to approach all we
do at UCP with joy in our hearts.
Guide us to be good shepherds of
the many gifts that we have been
given. We pray that our joy will
be contagious and spread within
our church and the surrounding
community. Amen.

Co-Pastor roles and responsibilities realigned
By Brenda Meyer, Human Resources and Administration Council
After the call of Pastor Marcus, the HARC Ministerial Care
Team met with both Pastor Marcus and Pastor Beth to review
the responsibilities of both co-pastors. The goal of the review
was to balance the workload of the pastors while continuing to
evolve the co-pastor model. The team also recognized the need

to have a co-pastor aligned with all the counsels, ministries and
teams. The matrix below reflects the work of the team. While
considerable discernment went into building this matrix, it is
a starting point and will be adjusted as necessary to meet the
needs of UCP.

Pastor Marcus

Pastor Beth

Board Co-Moderator
HARC
Finance (on request)
Pastoral Care
JPMT
Missions
Worship
Technology
Choir (as needed)
Oversight and Review of Music Staff
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PMC Co-Chair
HARC
Finance (on Request)
Faith Formation and Review of Child Care Providers
JPMT
Fellowship
Preschool Advisory Committee
Witness
Building and Grounds
Oversight and Review of Administrative Staff
United Christian Parish of Reston

Works Sunday hopes to become
year round
By Deborah Aschenbach and
Nancy Vollmer
Exciting changes are being discussed
by the members of the Works Sunday
steering committee following this year’s
August event.
Each year we discover new ways to be
a part of the ecumenical community
striving to provide for the needs of those
living in the Reston/Herndon/Sterling
area and beyond. Our efforts to provide
needed support and supplies to our
friends and neighbors require us to look
at how we can best use both our helping
hands and open hearts.
With the goals of involving all ages and
providing opportunities for us to work
with one another, we plan to expand the
traditional Works Sunday activities and
have them throughout the coming year
instead of just in August. Beginning in
February, Holly Vanderhoof will organize

a RISE AGAINST HUNGER event at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Our
hope is to combine financial and other
resources and make 50,000 meals or
more. (She would love to make 100,00
meal packets!)
In addition, residents of Lake Anne
Fellowship House would benefit from
having luncheons monthly
or more frequently, and
we hope to find a chair
to work on that.
The original
Works Sunday
luncheon at
the Hunters Woods
Fellowship House
prompted the
nearby Christ
the Servant

Lutheran Church to hold monthly luncheons at the senior facility.
The opportunities to serve are many and
the steering committee is actively seeking
other avenues to expand in the 24th year
of this important community outreach
project. Please let us know if you have
ideas and can help out.

Works Sunday Report: Youth for Tomorrow
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
Tepper and I visited Youth for Tomorrow
to drop-off the Works Sunday donations (150 fleece scarves, notebooks,
other school supplies and soccer balls).
It was my first time seeing the facility. It
is in Bristow, Virginia, and was founded
by former Redskins coach Joe Gibbs
for troubled youth between the ages of
10 and `17. The facility is a 200-acre
site with housing units, two churches,
schools and a number of temporary
trailers.
I had a short visit with about 15 immigrant boys who did not speak English
and had been separated from their parents. The date of our visit was September 1 and there were still young people
being placed in the facility. Youth for
Tomorrow also houses young people
who have been placed by social workers
and courts.

Courage House, the facility we were in,
was clean and neat. It had a kitchen
and couches in two rooms with lounging
kids. There were two volunteer counselors. The boys were looking at television and playing Uno with a counselor.
There are about seven other houses with
between 10-15 young people per house
(boys and girls). The facility raises funds
through four annual fundraisers and
individual donations.
The scarves we took were a welcome
donation according to the weekend
counselor because many of the immigrant kids will not be used to the cold
weather when it comes.
According to the volunteer coordinator, they need volunteers to help out
with just about everything, as well as
donations of supplies for school and
otherwise. Of course, they always need

money. I recommend that we continue
the Works Sunday effort with Youth for
Tomorrow and perhaps try to do something throughout the year. I would imagine there is a need for Spanish-speaking
volunteers, English language skills training, social workers, health professionals,
weekend supervisor volunteers, etc.
I know that there is a Department of
Justice issue involved with the immigrant
youths and I am certain that actions will
continue on this front. However, as a
mission, I think our hands-on volunteering will deepen our spiritual lives.
Youth for Tomorrow appears to be a
worthwhile program and I intend to
personally continue to be involved with
it. If you want, please contact me at
lmgill2309@yahoo.com.
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UCP Art and Craft Fair Oct. 27
By Lois McMahon
On Saturday, October 27, from 10 am till 4 pm, the United
Christian Parish will be hosting its fourth annual Art and Craft
Fair at 11508 North Shore Drive in Reston. The juried event
is an opportunity to showcase the considerable talent of nearby
artists and to support a local charity through the UCP Mission
Fund. This year part of the proceeds will go to Herndon Reston
FISH (Friendly, Instant, Sympathetic Help), a local organization that provides support to those in crisis. Our congregation
has a long history of close ties with FISH.
This region is home to a wide variety of artists, several of whom
are members of our own congregation. This year you can see
examples of the creative talents of several UCP members , and
24 other local artists will also have examples of their creativity

for sale. . There
is a wide variety
of arts and crafts
represented
ranging from
fused glass to
jewelry, wooden
bowls, carved
gourds, hand
woven items,
quilted purses,
Stained glass art from previous years.
birdhouses and
much more. You
can see a complete list of vendors and samples of their work on
our website unitedchristianparishartandcraftfair.com.
Our congregational bakers and cooks
will provide lunch as well as baked
goods including Penny’s Perfect Pies.
Girl Scouts will also have baked items
for sale.
The Parish Ministries Council is
planning events for children including a moon bounce and face painting.
Watch the narthex for further updates.
If you could volunteer a few hours to
help greet our visitors and hand out
information, please contact me at 703
707-8412.

October 27 will be an eventful day! In addition to the 4th annual Art & Craft Fair, there
will be a festival of activities for all ages.
Activities include a maze, cornhole, pumpkin decorating, face painting and a moon
bounce. Additionally, the UCP Preschool will
be holding an Open House for children who
are attending the free event, 10 am-4 pm.
To facilitate the organization process, we ask
for volunteers to sign up online (via Sign Up
Genius).
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The 4th Annual Art & Craft Fair will coincide
with the Fall Festival. Learn more about the
Art & Craft Fair: https://unitedchristianparishartandcraftfair.com/

United Christian Parish of Reston

Worship survey
Continued from p. 1

Though some could argue that a majority could support such
a change, it’s also clear that a significant
gnificant fraction
would be just as happy staying with the current schedule. Without a lot more
ore prayer,
thought, planning, discussion, and
nd then
a definite consensus, it would be
e hard
to justify such a radical change now.

What’s Next?

That doesn’t mean we’re done,
though. There’s good news for
UCP in these responses, and
hard work ahead for the Worship Ministry. Even though there
is no consensus on a single service,
ce,
the responses contain a great many
any
insights about worship in general.
al.
he
Many issues were illuminated: the
on, use
various ways we view communion,
of music groups (which is leadingg to some
es and Fellowship
changes already), timing of classes
Hour, and consideration of general comments received about the whole worship experience. At the same time,
we need to be thinking about ways to make worship more
engaging and accessible for guests who may want to consider
associating with UCP.

It is clear that the Worship Ministry needs to dig deeper into
what we learned, and pro
probably ask more pointed questions
in the coming mo
months. Lots of work ahead, but work
that is both ffun and rewarding!

How S
Soon Will We Get More
Answ
Answers?

This will take time and patience. It’s hard
to w
wait when, for some, the answer
is so obvious (although one person’s
“obvious” is another person’s “are
“o
you kidding me?”) So we ask for your
yo
forbearance as we dig.
for

We also ask you to remember that we
are not simply wondering when to best
schedule a committee meeting. Worship
sche
is cent
central to what we do—it is what makes
church. UCP is trying to assess how
us a chu
provide meaningful worship for a wide
best to pro
people, including people we haven’t
range of peop
yet, w
who have a broad spectrum of beliefs,
even met yet
attitudes, familiarity and needs. In this central act we
meet our God as a community, to be forgiven, fed spiritually
and sent back into the world to do God’s work. It’s worth the
prayerful time and effort.
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“Go ye into all the world”: The Importance of Social Media
By Kate Hoing, UCP Communications
Communication has always been vital to
the church. Jesus and his disciples went
out to the marketplaces, out to where
the people were, to minister and communicate the gospel. Although the message of Jesus and his disciples has not
changed, the means in which the Christ
message is most effectively delivered has
changed drastically over the past 2,000
years, especially recently, with technology hitting society in a tsunami-like
fashion.
Today, BILLIONS of people virtually
gather in an electronic market place,
where social media apps and the Internet are connecting people at a scale unlike ever before. Using social and digital
media to communicate God’s love is
being a wise steward.
What is social media? By definition,
social media is websites and applications
that enable users to create content or

participate in social networking. It’s a
powerful way for us to connect with all
members of our community. It’s a place
to dig deeper, share more, create community and engage in conversation with
a connected audience.
Why social media?
• It’s being where the people are.
There are 3.17 billion internet users,
with 2.3 billion actively using social
media. Almost one-third of all web
traffic is driven by social media.
• It’s a platform for communication that
extends beyond Sunday mornings.
It allows for us to engage 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
• We reach those unfamiliar to UCP, or
Christianity
• It gives a platform to share the UCP
story

Social media is a vital tool in doing ministry at UCP. Connecting is a great way
to engage with others, view pictures,
witness inspirational messages, watch
videos, get the latest on events and be
an active participant in sharing God’s
word.
fb.com/unitedchristianparish
instagram.com/unitedchristianparish
twitter.com/ucprestontweets
vimeo.com/unitedchristianparish
Jesus calls us to “Go ye into all the
world.” Social media allows us to do so.

• Ads are highly effective and inexpensive

Share a meal. Meet new people. Extend the table.
By Rev. Beth Williams

WHY:

Sharing a meal is one of the best ways
to establish and renew relationships
with one another. Dine with Nine is
a simple gathering with nine (or so)
persons – some couples, some singles,
some church members and some
friends, some new to the church and
some life-long members, some older and
some younger – for a series of gatherings
at homes or restaurants for a meal and
fellowship.

Our church vision is to be a family of
faith. Families eat together, know each
other, and grow in relationship. In faith,
we gather each Sunday around a sacred
table to receive God’s nourishing love.
Dine with Nine extends that spiritual
table into homes where God’s love is
received in new relationships, deeper
connection, and a shared meal.

2. Members of the Fellowship Team
will divide participants into groups of
nine (or so) and select a “host” for each
group.

WHAT:
Nine (or so) people who get to know
one another better and meet new
people. Members take turns hosting
their group in their homes once or twice
with the same people, and sometimes a
substitute or add on may also be invited.

WHEN:
Each group of nine, led by a “host,”
determines when and how the dinners
will take place. We ask each group to
try to meet at least 6 times between Oct
and May. You can dine in your homes
or meet to eat out, the choice is yours.
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individual or as a family and note if you
are willing to be the “host.” The “host”
arranges the initial gathering of the group
and at the first meeting, asks everyone
to choose a time in which they would
like to host. The “host’s” role after that
is to remind everyone of the schedule,
and to generally keep the group moving. Sign up by Oct. 14 to be placed in
a group.

HOW:
1.

Visit the Dine with Nine table in the
Narthex on Sunday, Sept. 30 to learn
more and to sign up. You may also sign
up online on our website, www.ucpreston.org. Sign up to participate as an
United Christian Parish of Reston

3. The “host” calls the people on their
list in advance and invites them to share
a meal at the initial gathering at which
other members of the group will then
sign up for a turn hosting.
Next year new groups will be formed so
that we can continue to share a meal,
meet new people and extend the table.

Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Dorothy Aeschliman
Sean Aldo
(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

Milton Arnesen

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

Barb

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Lowell Ray Coleman

(Tammi Leathers’ father)

Thelma Cofie
Corey

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or parishadmin@ucpreston.org. Please let the
office know when a name can be removed from the list.
Darleen Marcini

Cheryl Fields’ father
Lynn Franklin

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Joe McGregor

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

(Karen Young’s father)

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Edward Pelzner

Carol Venese

Donald Gehring

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Wanda

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert

Walt Peterson

(friend of Rebecca Turner)

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

Jim Hall

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

Frances Hurley

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Norma Freeman

(Rob Gehring’s brother)

Pauline Pittman

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

David Plum

David Roe
Suzanne Rudiselle

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Conrad Kilinski
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Janet Ruhan

Charles King

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Anne Lamar

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Rhonda Savage’s family
members

Janette Dally

Burt Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood

(former manager of The Closet)

Susan & Ben Erdman

(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

Dennis Derr

Rob Libero

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

(Sally Baughman’s brother)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Kathy Dally
(Kathy Dally’s sister)

BJ Silvey
Karen Stevens
Fred Taylor

(Sandy Derr’s brother)

Aaron Sawyer
Marc Schroeder

(Joellyn & Lloyd Kinzer’s
nephew)

Grace Wang Yang
Eloise Williams
Pamela William family
Richard Williams
Andrew Wilson

(Craig Palmer’s son-in-law)

Woloch Family

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Barbara Zettlemoyer
(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Sympathy to

Peter Raymond and family on
the death of his wife Karen
Kenneally on Sep. 19
Steve Webb and family on the
death of Kathy Webb on Aug.
30

UCP is launching a Gospel Choir!
By Cheryl D. Fields
In an effort to expand its already eclectic
array of liturgical music ensembles, UCP
is forming a gospel choir. The group will
commence rehearsals in October with the
goal of debuting in January.
“Gospel is a uniquely African American
genre coming out of a legacy of uniquely
African-American liberation struggles and
cultural experiences.,” says Rev. LaVerne
Gill, one of the choir’s founders.

Singers interested in joining the choir
can sign up at the kiosk. The UCP’s
gospel choir is open to all who wish to
join, regardless of race, culture, age,
musical experience, or UCP membership status. Musicians interested
in accompanying the group also are
welcome. Questions about the choir
should be directed to Misha Tumanov,
Rev. Gill, or Menda Ahart.

The canon of gospel music is deep, and
while UCP’s other musical groups have
always mined this repertoire, having a
choir that is dedicated to that canon
will allow the parish to dig deeper and
incorporate the music into our worship
services on a more consistent basis.
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Missions Guidelines:
1. We will work to create hands-on
missions opportunities and encourage
participation by all UCP members.
We will communicate frequently
about mission activities and funding to
increase awareness and help increase
hands-on participation.

Missions Ministry
Guidelines
By Annerieke Owen
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart” Proverbs 3:3
The Missions Ministry operates with
Missions Goals and Guidelines that were
established following a questionnaire
sent to all UCP members in 2013. This
document is the basis for all the decision
making and, when I reviewed them, it
was good to notice that the projects supported by our church fit so well within
these perimeters.
I decided to use this month’s Missions
Corner to share these guidelines with
you, and hope you will use them as
a frame through which you read and
reflect on the monthly articles. In coming newsletters I’ll report on the last
quarter spending of the year 2018 and

By Kathy Kelley
The damage from Hurricane Florence is
extensive. It will be some time before we
really know the degree of need that will
exist but we know it will be large.
Each of our denominations is preparing to be part of the effort to heal the
communities that are so in need - as
continues to be the case in Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands and other areas around
the world. Teams are forming to travel to
the Carolinas, but for now the greatest
need is money. Charity Navigator gives
Church World Service a four-star rating
for its relief work, and thus the United
Christian Parish will continue to support
this group.
To donate, please place a check made
out to the United Christian Parish with

14

will continue to inform you on the different projects. If you have any questions,
ideas or remarks, please don’t hesitate to
contact me or one of the other Missions
Ministry members.
UCP’s Missions Ministry activities are
guided by the following statement:
Missions Goals: The overarching goal for
UCP’s missions work is to help meet the
needs of “God’s most vulnerable people”. Major focus areas for UCP missions
programs are reducing hunger, providing
clean water, sheltering the homeless,
providing clothing, supporting health
and medical needs, supporting education and learning programs for children
and youth, facilitating employment for
low income people and responding to
ad hoc temporary requests/needs in
crisis situations.

the notation “Florence” in the left corner
and we will combine donations and
send them in. If you have any questions,

2. Wherever feasible, we will work
with and through our four denominations, or with local, national, and
world organizations affiliated with
those denominations.
3. We will strive to support organizations that are financially responsible.
4. We will balance our funding efforts
by applying a guideline of 60 percent
of mission funds for local and national
projects and 30 percent for international projects, which will allow 10
percent for discretionary and emergency needs.
5. Our Missions Ministry is financially
supported by UCP’s policy of allocating 10 percent of annual pledge
income to missions. In addition, each
year, individual church members
make numerous contributions to
specific designated funds to support
UCP missions projects. Also, UCP’s
annual Harvest Offering goes exclusively to missions related programs as
determined annually by the Missions
Ministry.

please contact me at katkell400@
comcast.net or any other member of
the Missions Ministry.

Team to visit US/Mexico border
By Kathy Kelley
Many of us have been concerned about
the immigration challenges at the southern US border. A team from the Virginia
Conference of the United Methodist
Church is forming to travel to Texas February 4-11, 2019. Their focus will be to
learn from the people involved.
Why do people migrate? What happens on the migrant journey? The team
hopes to learn from people directly affected by current economic and immiUnited Christian Parish of Reston

gration policies. They plan to meet with
humanitarian aid organizations and immigration rights advocates, walk desert
trails, witness court proceedings, visit migrant shelters and immigration detention
centers, and learn about communitybased projects that create economic and
social opportunities within immigrant
communities.
If you would like more information,
contact Rev. Judy Worthington at judyworthington@vaumc.org.

Justice & Inclusion Conference Oct. 20
By James Dean
UCP’s Justice and Peace Ministry Team is co-sponsoring a
conference on justice and inclusion at our church on Saturday,
October 20 starting at 11 am. The conference is free and open
to the public and registration can be done at the event, though
advance registration is encouraged using Eventbrite (www.
eventbrite.com/e/free-sat-oct-20-11-am-6-pm-justice-inclusionconf-ucp-reston-va-2018-tickets-50742880321).
All too often, there seem to be more attacks against humanity,
social justice, inclusion, equality and peace. This conference
seeks to help people stand up, speak out and work in solidarity
with other justice movements of our time. It is more important
than ever for people of hope to come together for dialogue.
We will not agree on all of the issues, but we can find common
ground to further the work of compassionate justice.
C. Shawn McGuffey, associate professor of sociology and
African American studies at Boston College, will be a featured
speaker. Workshops and topics for the conference include No
Justice, No Peace —The Urgency of Now; How to be an Effective Ally for Justice and Equity; Call to Social Action; Updating
Feminism and Gender Inequality. More than 20 organizations
are participating including ADAMS (All Dulles Area Muslim
Society), Moms Demand Action, Washington Plaza Baptist
Church, Unitarian Universalist Reston, VA Interfaith Center,
and Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights and
Urban Affairs.

Shawn McGuffee

Please join us at this conference and in these efforts. For more
info, please contact me at jamesdean2wdc@gmail.com or 571830-8730.
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Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Pastor: ----------------------------------------------- Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Pastor for Faith Formation: ------------------------------ Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Parish Staff

Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry ---------------------------------------- Lillian Brown
Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------------------------ Penny Johnson
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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Tea and Tour at Washington National Cathedral
By Jean Banks
Greetings, fellow travelers and friends,
I’m pleased to announce that the United Christian Parish
(UCP) is sponsoring a bus trip for tea and a tour at the Washington National Cathedral on November 27. Come and enjoy
tea in the highest tea room in the nation’s capital!
The United States Congress designated the Washington National Cathedral as the “National House of Prayer.” The cathedral “is dedicated to serve as a house of prayer for all people
and a spiritual home for the nation.” It “seeks to be a catalyst
of spiritual harmony in our nation, reconciliation among faiths,
and compassion in the world.”
The cathedral is the second-largest church building in the
United States. It’s in the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places, and has been ranked third on the List of America’s
Favorite Architecture by the American Institute of Architects.
Over 270,000 people visit annually.

Our group is limited to 24. I will accept reservations on a “first
come first served” basis Please pay the United Christian Parish
using Tithe.ly or by
check. Enter “Tea
and Tour Trip” in the
memo line on your
check. Questions?
Ask me at
jeanbanks@verizon.
net

The Cathedral Church
of Saint Peter and Saint
Paul, right and tea
room below.

On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, we will
gather at UCP at 11:45 am and expect to
return by 5:30 pm. The trip is part of the UCP
Fellowship Team’s Travel Ministry.
Cost of the trip is $68. This includes bus
transportation and the tea and tour. Gratuity for the bus driver is extra. Scholarships are
available.

Coffee Hour sign up and directions
By Debbie Aschenbach
This Fall we plan to try something different for individuals, committees, and teams to sign up for Coffee Hour.
The thought is to use SignUpGenius to sign up to take
turns providing the refreshments for Coffee Hour(s).
SignUpGenius is an on-line tool that allows for a variety
of people to see what dates are available and to sign-up
for the dates that work for them, and it will send you an
email reminder of those dates. A link will be available on
both our website and in the Thursday Weekly Connection emaill. SignUpGenius will be set up with the date,
time and whether you will bring a sweet, fruit/vegetable,
non-sweet. It will also include instructions on how and
when to bring the items, what you should do, and what
you don’t need to do. We hope that this new system will
allow for more people to share in this ministry of fellowship that is an important part of who we are here at UCP.
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05-7 OCT

14 OCT

Women’s retreat
Location: Bethany Beach

SUNDAY at UCP
Last day to sign up for Dine with Nine See p. 12

07, 14 OCT

20 OCT

SUNDAY at UCP
Connections Class
Time: 9:50 am, Library

SATURDAY at UCP
Men’s Breakfast
Time: 8:30 am

13 OCT

25 OCT

SATURDAY at UCP
Work day
Time: 9 am

THURSDAY at UCP
W.I.T.S. Book Club See p. 7
Time: 7 pm

27 OCT

SATURDAY at UCP
Arts and Crafts Fall Festival See p. 10-11
Time: 11 am - 4 pm

While Oct 13 work day will be on the outside
grounds, the building and grounds team still have to
maintain the baptistry on the inside of the building.
Here they are taking a much deserved break.

Homework Club needs help
By Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
UCP’s Homework Club to help Lake Anne elementary
School students has begun and will be held each Wednesday through May 22 from 3:45-5 pm. There will be short
recreation, refreshments and mentoring of students in their
homework, reading and math and word games. We need
adults and high school students to be mentors for these
young people. If you are able to help out for any or all of
these Wednesdays, please let us know. You can contact the
church office or me at lwkinzer@gmail.com.
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United Christian Parish of Reston

Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers’ installation service and
reception moments

Installation photos by Kasia Surabian and Ashley Aschenbach
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