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Prayerful Discernment
for Pastor Beth Williams
Board schedules listening sessions
Aims to complete process this fall
By Craig Palmer, Lay
Co-Moderator

Your opportunity to determine pastoral direction on
our faith journey is at hand.
The UCP Board invites your
prayerful discernment on moving Pastor Elisabeth Williams from temporary
status to installation as co-pastor for faith
formation.

A series of listening sessions are underway to move the parish forward in fulfilling its mission and determining pastoral
leadership. You, the UCP member, can
participate by signing up at the kiosk or
joining any of the following sessions:
 Sunday Apr. 28, 9:50 am, UCP Library
 Monday Apr. 29, 7:30 pm,
UCP Rm 113
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Rev. Beth Williams

Easter and
UCP’s Vision
By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
The fourth in a series emphasizing UCP’s
vision inviting conversation on its impact
on each of our life’s journey.
UCP is to be God’s beloved community
on Earth—committed to compassionate service, spiritual development,
inclusiveness and love. (from the Vision
Statement of the United Christian Parish)
Easter Sunday was celebrated gloriously
at the United Christian Parish! Joyfully,
the spring morning of Easter worship
was adorned with smiles accompanying
the warmth of every endeared greeting
and impassioned expression of peace
shared between worshippers. Energy
infused the sanctuary from the morning
worship’s prelude to its postlude, from
the children’s procession that brought
in the Alleluias to the sermon inviting
all to “shake, rattle, and roll.” We heard
Continued on p. 4
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Blessing
of the
pets
May 4
at Reston Town Center,
Pet Fiesta
Time: 11 AM - 4 PM
Dogs, cats and perhaps an occasional
bird or other pet will be blessed by UCP
pastors at the annual Pet Fiesta to be
held at Reston Town Center on Saturday,
May 4, from 10 am to 4 pm.
UCP Witness Committee Co-chair Kathy
Schauer-Schmidt is seeking volunteers
to help with UCP’s participation in the
event which is expected to have about
65 exhibits by non-profit and commercial pet-related groups.
“We need volunteers to set up starting at
8 am, to assist our pastors with the animals during the day, and to take down
about 4 pm,” she said. “We also need
loans of metal folding chairs with straight
backs, without fabric. Volunteers should
dress appropriately for any weather, as
the Pet Fiesta will occur rain or shine.”

Prayerful discernment for Pastor Beth
continued from p. 1

 Tuesday Apr. 30, 7:30 pm,

UCP Rm 117
 Sunday May 5,12:30 pm,
UCP Rm 117
 Sunday May 5, 6:30 pm with youth,
Rm 115
 Tuesday May 7, 2 pm at Ashby Ponds

Other opportunities for congregational
participation and decisions include a
Wednesday May 8 online session at 7:30
pm, the Sunday May 19 annual congregational meeting, a dedicated e-mail box
board@ucpreston.org. Written responses
from UCP members may be deposited in
a designated box in the narthex or mailed
to UCP Board, 11508 North Shore Dr.,
Reston, VA 20190.
The Board initiated this discernment process to move Pastor Beth from continued
temporary service at the UCP Board’s
invitation to installation as Co-pastor for
Faith Formation in covenant with the
congregation. The announced listening
sessions introduce the process. It is up to
the congregation to determine the terms

Pet owners who have their animals
blessed will receive a photo of the
blessing and a certificate, in a bag that
includes literature about UCP. This is
the third year UCP has participated in
the event.
“Boston Properties does not allow us to
proselytize, but by providing a blessing
by pastors, we are providing a desired
outreach service of faith and love in our
community,” Ms. Schauer-Schmidt said.
Anyone who can volunteer should contact her at kathy.schauer1@gmail.com
or 703-585-2062.
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of Pastor Beth’s leadership going forward
and you will have that opportunity by
prayer, voice and vote.
Pastor Beth is currently serving as a copastor under a one-year contract through
March 27, 2020. The congregation will
discern whether Pastor Beth is called by
God to a more traditional relationship
in covenant with the congregation rather
than employment at the invitation of the
UCP Board.
The Board convened this process to invite
members’ input on our pastorate. We
are following Presbyterian policy and
procedures and we intend to complete
the process of moving Pastor Beth, or
not, from temporary service as a “stated
supply” pastor to a “called and installed”
co-pastor for faith formation this fall.
The congregation, again that is you, will
vote at several points on the role of the
UCP Board as a pastor nominating committee and on Pastor Beth’s continued
service. Thank you for determining our
way forward.

Arlene Brown will visit UCP May 30
By Kathy Kelley
Arlene Brown, longtime friend of many
UCP members and the founder of a
home and school for children in Rwanda,
will be visiting UCP on Thursday, May
30, at 6:30. We will have the opportunity
to visit with her, hear the latest from the
Urukundo School, and enjoy some light
refreshments in rooms 113-114. This
is an amazing story and one that will be
special to hear.
Arlene first went to Rwanda in 1994,
taking a three-month leave from her
work in a hospital in Williamsport, PA.
This was right after the genocide and the
United Methodist Church was recruiting people to work in the refugee camps.
She went back to Rwanda several times,
including with the UCP group in 2001
on our first mission trip there. Each time
she returned to the US, she was committed to doing more for the dear friends
whom she had come to love. She began
developing the funding to return, and
formed a group called Hope Made Real
with friends she had made in the US who
had heard her story. From this group she
formed a board of directors to administer
the funds that she collected on her speaking engagements around the country.

home and school in rural Rwanda to
help the many orphaned children she
had met there and who were so much
in need. This home grew into the Urukundo (meaning love in Kirwandan)
Home and Learning Center. From early on she worked closely with leaders
in the area and formed a second board
of directors who are all Rwandan, and
now work with her to administer the
day to day work of the program.
The campus around Arlene’s original
home has grown rapidly and now
includes several dormitories, a home
for mothers and babies, a dental clinic
and nursing clinic, a nursery and pre- Mary Jackson and Arlene Brown as
school, a sewing center for women, a Arlene arrived from Rwanda this
March
large farm including cows, chickens,
and rabbits to help feed and fund
the school. Growing most rapidly is an
evening. She will likely bring some of the
elementary school which has educated
handicrafts made at the sewing center
more than 800 children through grade 6. -if they haven’t already been purchased
during her other visits around the US.
But Arlene has no plans to stop there—
If you have questions before then, Mary
and I’m sure I have failed to mention
Jackson and I would be delighted to
many parts of the program that are
speak with you.
already in place. This leaves me eager to
hear what she has to say on the 30th.
Everyone is welcome—come
for a relaxed and enjoyable

In 2003, Arlene retired and emigrated to
Rwanda. There she bought a home and
followed her great passion: to develop a

Lent and
Easter in
Review

In the midst of Lent
we celebrated Earth
Day with flowery
ideas to reduce our
carbon footprint.
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Easter and UCP’s Vision
Continued from p. 1

special music from the Seraphim Choir
and clapped as the Gospel choir sang
Oh, Happy Days. Glorious!
Considering our experience of worship
on Easter Sunday, how close did it come
to the dreams of those who first imagined the future of UCP? Since its founding, UCP has offered the world a church
united by a vision of covenantal ecumenism and deep Christian evangelism.
Since its founding, UCP has furthered
its work of practicing faith formation
and proclaiming that through passionate
service, God is doing a new thing. It is a
vision that Jesus Christ has entrusted that
UCP will cast far and wide.
Not only is the vision of Christian unity
embodied in the name, United Christian
Parish, also it’s in the nascence. The
people affiliated with United Christian
Parish, its resources, and its programs
represent an institutional commitment to
both international and local mission. In
my effort to celebrate the presence and
vision of UCP in the world, I will borrow
a phrase that I learned from another
wonderful pastor regarding the accomplishments of a visionary church:

It’s a church that’s relational, not religious. It’s a church where we are known
for what we are for and not for what
we are against. Where the older serve
the younger. A church that draws the
kind of people everyone wants around
because we have made it a priority to
accept the people that nobody wants.
It’s a church that’s getting larger but
also smaller at the same time. And it’s
a church that believes the best is yet to
come.

Youngest members voiced Earth care
concerns in Earth Day service
By Sue Beffel
UCP recently held
our 2019 Earth
Day service, where
we highlighted our
youngest members—those who will
be most impacted by climate change.
When I asked them what we should do
to care for the Earth, we got an earful!
First child—“Use more solar and wind
energy and cut fossil fuels.” Second response, “Turn out the lights …we don’t
need.” Last one, “Be kinder to everyone.” Can’t think of a better summary
of Environmental Justice!
The Earth Day service was a group
effort. Yvonne Kauffman helped our
young singers proclaim the message
and Misha Tumanov led the Seraphim
choir in inspiring music. Kwame and
Ama sang a duet. Anne Hochstrasser,
Jay Grant, and Joellyn Kinzer worked
with the Sunday School youngsters to
create caterpillar and chrysalis decorations and classroom activities; Laurie
Callahan coordinated musical and other
activities, and Pastor Beth asked “When
have I helped God’s earth? When have
I harmed it?”

http://ucpreston.org/resources/
sermons/earth-day-celebration

Lent and
Easter in
Review

Caterpillars and bag chrysalises
made by the Bible Explorers
Sunday School classes decorated
the sanctuary in anticpation of
the butterfly new life explosion
Easter Sunday.
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The Environmental Justice (EJ) team of
the Justice and Peace Ministry Team
(JPMT) future plans include:
• Participation in JPMT speaker series. Possible topics include VA or
US Green New Deal, information
on what other local environmental
groups are doing, impact of global
warming on corals
• Spreading mulch (that Eric Hochstrasser will provide — thanks!) and adding to pollinator garden
• Engaging youth and others in “Weed
Warrior” attack on invasive vines, especially around the memorial garden
• Fall stream clean-up
• Adding to EJ page on UCP website

http://ucpreston.org/
environmental-justice/
One immediate focus is ensuring that,
when we use recycle bins, we do it right!
We were recently fined $268 by Waste
Management for having “contaminates”
in the recycling dumpster! The biggest
No-Nos are PLASTIC BAGS —they gum
up the conveyors and stop the whole
system. Recycling is great, but “When in
doubt - throw it out!”
For 2019 we’re planning outside speakers and activities, more native plants…
more about that in another article.
What else would you suggest?

Caring for God’s creation
By Sue Beffel and Rob
Gehring

God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. Genesis 1:31
“Intergenerational solidarity is not
optional, but rather a basic question of
justice, since the world we received also
belongs to those who follow us.”
—Pope Francis
The United Methodist Church’s Social
Principles proclaim:
All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and
abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy
resources, plants, animal life, and space are
to be valued and conserved because they
are God’s creation and not solely because
they are useful to human beings. God
has granted us stewardship of creation.
We should meet these stewardship duties
through acts of loving care and respect.
Economic, political, social, and technological developments have increased our human
numbers, and lengthened and enriched our
lives. However, these developments have led
to regional defoliation, dramatic extinction
of species, massive human suffering, overpopulation, and misuse and overconsumption of natural and nonrenewable resources,
particularly by industrialized societies. This
continued course of action jeopardizes the
natural heritage that God has entrusted
to all generations. Therefore, let us recognize the responsibility of the church and
its members to place a high priority on
changes in economic, political, social, and
technological lifestyles to support a more
ecologically equitable and sustainable world
leading to a higher quality of life for all of
God’s creation.

What Are We Doing? Last
year we worked to have UCP certified as
an Earth Care Congregation through the
Presbyterian Church (USA), by looking
at the environmental impacts of virtually
all church activities, from worship and
education to buildings and grounds. By
continuing our efforts throughout 2018,
we were re-certified this year.

With respect to the Worship category we:
 Held an Earth Day service organized by
UCP youth
 Incorporated several pieces of music
and two dances with green themes in
worship
 Used locally-grown, pesticide-free flowers on five Sundays during Lent
 Served Communion by intinction (except during the flu season)
 Blessed native shrubs in the pollinator
garden and in planters filled with native
plants by UCP children
In the Education category, we:
 Organized a Lenten Sunday afternoon
and Thursday evening speaker series on
Earth Care
 Included an environmental justice
speaker at a Justice and Peace Ministry
Team event
 Held two more youth projects – showing and discussing Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Sequel, and a dinner with
discussion of the environmental impact
of food
 Added the Green Bible and related devotional to UCP library
 Played The Carbon Footprint Game
On Facilities (previously installed plumbing and electric only count for first year):
 In the office – used two-sided printing,
purchased recycled paper, recycled used

paper, gave members the option to receive Parish Life electronically
 In the kitchen – purchased and used
reusable plates, cups, flatware, tablecloths; used water pitchers instead of
plastic bottles; served meals with vegetarian choices
 Other – used less toxic cleaning
product, planted native plants on the
grounds, improved storm water management

Finally, we earned points in Outreach for:
 Taking part in the Rise Against Hunger
program
 Events that involve young adults (including Lenten Footprint activity)
 Sharing space with a non-profit
 Collaboration with Fairfax Countybased Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions
Many hands made all these activities possible—thanks to all! Special appreciation
goes to Pastor Beth for taking the lead on
2018 Lenten program planning, to Kathy
Kelley, Joellyn Kinzer and James Dean
for educational activities, Nancy Vollmer
and Debbie Aschenbach for additional
greening of our food service, Eric Hochstrasser and Steve Webb for pollinator
garden work and Jim Vollmer for several
of the above!
UCP unites with others to engage in
Creation Care and seek Environmental
Justice because “We cannot represent
the love of God if we aren’t part of God’s
creation,” to quote a United Methodist
Women’s publication.
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News
By Richard Williams
Along with Barbara Schell and Annette
Reed, I have been privileged to serve as
UCP’s representative to the board of The
Closet, a faith-based resale shop, for the
last few years. I wanted to share the following from first quarter meeting of the
board of The Closet:
1. Sales have begun to level off from
the record growth experienced last year;
however, they continue growing, and The
Closet remains comfortably profitable.
We were able to fund, at least in part, all
of the requests for support from other
organizations (All Ages Read Together
– 3,200; Britepath – 3,200; Family Pass
– 2,500; Helping Hungry Kids – 3,700;
FISH – 5,000; Herndon Senior Center – 800; Literacy Council of Northern
Virginia – 2,000; Herndon Rotary for
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library –
2,000) while adding to our scholarship
fund and corporate savings. These are in
addition to the truck load per week of
excess material sent to Western Virginia
and the almost $14,000 in clothing and
household necessities provided to local
voucher clients.
2. The additions to the building and
parking lot appear to be headed to final
approval by the town of Herndon. We
hope to begin with parking lot modification to permit traffic to exit from the rear
of the upper lot to the lower lot in late
summer and continue with the building
addition to rear of the store in the early
Fall. These should make the facility
considerably more user-friendly but will
cause reductions in operations and access
during construction. Sales and donations
and consequently income may decrease
in the latter half of the year. Options to
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ease this impact are being explored--e.g.,
a remote donation and process site--but
no good alternatives have been identified.
3. The improvements should cost
about $80,000; funding was previously
approved and is available in savings;
however, these expenditures and the possible impacts noted above may impact
late-year support for external requests.
The building modifications are expected
to improve working conditions, donation
processing and sales capabilities in the
future.
4. A video slide presentation on The
Closet has been prepared (it can be accessed from The Closet’s website in the
“Who we are” pull down tab). We plan
to have booths at the Herndon Festival
and the framer’s markets if support can
be arranged; materials have been obtained
and prepared to support this. The vigorous publicity activities have contributed
to the growth in customers and sales.
The Board and Closet management
extended their appreciation to the
volunteers without whom this would
not be possible. Thanks to all of you
who support The Closet with donations,
patronage, and consistent help whenever
requested. UCP is one of the congregations which consistently fulfills its obligations and thus makes your representatives’ job easier.

Lent and
Easter in
Review

We said goodbye
to Penny Johnson
our church cook
extraordinaire.
Pastor Beth gave
her a big hug and a
candle to remember
UCP.
United Christian Parish of Reston

April 15 Board Report
Submitted by Marcus
Leathers, Ministerial Team
Co-Moderator
The UCP Board met on April 15. The
following are major items discussed and
actions taken.
 Set agenda for the congregational meeting to be held Sunday, May 19, to
consist of a vote to elect officers, to offer members of the parish a behavioral
covenant adopted March 7, 2018, to
authorize the members of the Parish
Board to serve as the Pastor Nominating Committee, to create a called and
installed position, and to offer Reverend Elisabeth Williams as candidate.
 Approved sessions for congregational
discussion of the above to be held April
28, 29 and 30, May 5 (two sessions),
May 7 and 8. The first five will be held
at UCP, May 7 at Ashby Ponds retirement community, and May 8 online.
Sign-up sheets will be available in the
narthex. Reverend Williams will provide information electronically to college students who are church members.
 Discussed youth plans for two fundraisers to support their mission trip to
Puerto Rico in June, a silent auction
and flamingo flocking.

Tent of Nations: Building bridges and refusing to be enemies
By Steve Webb
What chance does a single Palestinian
family have to resist with non-violence
against the repeated efforts of the Israeli
Army, the government, and nearby Israeli settlers to take their land? And how?
At the National Capital Presbytery meeting on March 26, I participated in the
pre-meeting workshop to discuss the
Tent of Nations family farm in occupied
West Bank Palestine. Bill Plitt, founder
of the Friends of Tent of Nations North
America and former moderator of our
Presbytery, led the workshop at his final
presbytery meeting before moving out
of the area. I went because I had visited
the farm in 2015, while doing research
for the United Nations General Assembly
report on Israel Palestine. A group from
UCP also visited there a couple of years
before.
The land, known as Daher’s Vineyard
– 100 acres on a hill near Bethlehem –
was purchased in 1916 by Daher Nassar.
He registered the land with the Ottoman Empire (which ruled Palestine until
1918) and paid taxes on it, to get a clear
title to the land. The Nassar family has
lived on that land for three generations
and planted vineyards and orchards of
olives and almonds to ratify their claim.

Several times the Israeli government has
tried to claim the farm as state land.
They covet its land to expand settlements (illegal under international law of
occupation) and resent its presence, as it
thwarts their vision of full Israeli control
of the West Bank. The authorities refuse
to allow the farm to have connections
with the electric and water utilities or to
build any above-ground structures. The
Nassar family lives in tents and caves

on the hill—some expanded and excavated—and has dug cisterns to collect
water and installed solar panels. Repeatedly the Nassar family has gone to courts,
including to the Israeli Supreme Court,
and gotten its claim verified.
Despite these legal claims on paper,
Israeli authorities have issued many
demolition orders. Israeli settlers attacked the farm in 2003 and destroyed
250 trees. In 2014, the Israeli Army sent
bulldozers in the middle of the night,
and destroyed 1500 fruit trees ready to be
harvested by a group of volunteers. Each
time, domestic and international volunteers—many of them Jewish—helped to
plant even more fruit trees. Since 2007
the attention of visitors and volunteer
work groups has given the Tent of Nations wider recognition and thus some
protection.
The Dahers are Christians and follow
their mantra: We Refuse to Be Enemies.
Bill Plitt told us a story that illustrates
how the community maintains its loving spirit in the face of hostility. One
cold night Daoud Nassar was returning
to the farm with his children, asleep in
the back of their van. An Israeli patrol
stopped them, took Daoud’s ID and
demanded that all the occupants get out
on the road. Daoud requested that the
sleeping children and his elderly mother
be allowed to stay in the car while the
soldiers did their inspection. But the officer insisted that all get out. Daoud did
not want the heavily armed soldiers to
frighten the children, so he gently woke
them and explained that these men were
good people who would not hurt them.
They got out, had the van inspected, and

Bethlehem and Jerusalem

got back in. Then the officer returned
Daoud’s ID and apologized, saying that
he realized that he had done a wrong
thing. Peaceful persistence was working.
I hope you will learn more about Tent of
Nations at tentofnations.org, where one
may make donations. I believe it to be
a place well deserving of our prayers and
monetary support.

Photo: Robert May

Washington Report on Middle East
Affairs, January/February 2004,
pages 58-59
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UCP at Reston Farmers Market
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
Do you like fresh vegetables? Well, you
can find a great source for organic fresh
veggies and support UCP at the same
time!

people and sharing your faith can be a
lot of fun! Besides, you never know who
you will meet there! It is rumored that
Brad Pitt was seen there last year!

The Reston Farmers Market at Lake
Anne Plaza is beginning on May 4. As
in the past, UCP will need volunteers to
staff our table on the first Saturday of the
month from May through September.
Volunteers are needed to work two-hour
shifts, 8-10 and 10-12.

Please signup at the
Market table in the
narthex. Since it is
sometimes difficult to
know your summer
schedule so far in
advance for the summer, we will have two
sign-ups. One for
May/July and August/
September. We will
also be sending you
an email reminder
the week before your
assignment. For more
information contact
Eulene Bevans at
Bob Pitulej and Mary Jackson greet market shoppers.

Why are we there? One goal is to offer
free reusable bags to people who pass by
our stand. Included in the bag will be
a brochure explaining a bit about UCP
and contact information. The included
business card enables people to find our
website for more information. This is
also a way to step outside our building
to meet the local community and to let
them know who we are. Meeting new

eulene.bevans1@gmail.com or Carol
McLean atmcleanhats@msn.com.
Thank you in advance for helping UCP
grow!

UCP’s going camping!
By Shelly Johnson
Please join us for fellowship, outdoor
fun, good food, and music at our first
UCP campout!
When: Sat 6/22-6/23
Where: Lake Fairfax Park, Group Area 1
What: Fellowship, outdoor fun, food,
and music!
Cost: $10 per family, scholarships available
What you need: a tent, bedding, refillable water bottle
Optional to bring: potluck side dish or
dessert and outdoor games (frisbees,
bean bags, etc) to share.
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Don’t want to spend the night? Feel free
to join in for the day. Don’t have a tent?
Let us know and we’ll work to match
you with someone with an extra to lend
or help point you in the right direction
to purchase one.
Registration forms will be available soon.
If you have any questions or would like
to help with planning this event, please
contact Shelly Johnson at
michellejohnson1980@yahoo.com or
757-375-8698 or Cheryl Fields at cdfwrites@gmail.com or 202-258-3706.

date we have all the supplies needed to
make many kits, which will be taken to
the United Methodist annual conference. The UCP kits together with the
kits from other churches will be brought
to the central storage location, ready for
distribution when disaster hits. That’s
the work of God’s people.

Missions Corner

Where is God when disaster hits?
By Annerieke Owen
Many people will ask
when a disaster hits:
"Where is God?" It’s
such an understandable
question and I have
asked it myself. The
answer is actually not hard to find, as
God is all over the place when a disaster
hits: God is with the hands that assemble
the health kits, long before the items
were needed. God is with the volunteers
who train to rescue and help people
during a disaster and with the counselors
who console and support. God is there,
every time we reach out to do some act
of kindness in her name, no matter how
small. That’s how God works, through us.
We are God’s instruments, used to spread
love and compassion, peace, justice and
hope.
In that light, the UCP Mission Ministry is asking you this year again to help
collect supplies for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)

HEALTH KITS. These hygiene kits
provide basic necessities to people who
have been forced to leave their homes
because of human conflict or natural
disaster. With those kits we can provide
comfort, dignity and hope for those who
need it most.
This year the collection of the items for
the health kits will start on May 19 and
supplies can be dropped off in the narthex, every Sunday from May 19 through
June 2. Then the packaging fun begins,
which is a hands-on activity you can help
with, young and old alike.
Items may be purchased at Costco,
Dollar Store, Target, Amazon, etc. You
do not have to bring all the items for a
kit, but may donate in bulk any of the
items you choose. All items must be
new. Don’t wash any of the items or they
will be considered used. Do not remove
packaging. No personal note or additional items will be included in the kits.

Thank you for your contribution – it
makes a difference!

Hygiene Kit Materials

 1 Hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27
inches) – No kitchen, cleaning, or
microfiber towels
 1 Washcloth.
 1 Sturdy comb at least 8“ long –
No pocket combs or picks.
 1 Metal toenail or fingernail
clipper – No emery boards or
metal nail files
 1 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or
larger) – No Ivory or Jergens soap.
– Do not remove from packaging
 1 Adult toothbrush – Do not
remove from packaging
 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3
inches) – Common household
bandages
 1 plastic gallon size box of resealable bags

Watch the weekly bulletin for updates
on what is needed, so that at the end

A Poem: Ask, Seek, Knock
By Jim Vollmer
Ask and you’ll receive.
God sustains us.
Seek and you will find.
God hears and sees us.
Knock and the door
Jim Vollmer
will be opened, to
your heart.
The Spirit of God lies deep within us.

She calls us to share, God’s love through
us.
God is love, God is light. God is awesome!
Creator, Redeemer, God is power!
God’s faithful love, lasts forevermore.

She guides and protects, and She calls
us.
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Hypothermia Prevention Shelter:
a UCP outreach success
By Cyndie

“Thank you” to the team of cooks, bakers, deliverers and evening volunteers that
made UCP’s mission at the Hypothermia
Prevention Shelter a success again this
winter. For four months, UCP provided
homemade dinners for 25-30 clients
each Thursday in this seasonal temporary
location. Thanks also goes to the parishioners and Missions Ministry for funding
the ingredients for our weekly chefs to
prepare delicious and healthy meals for
this Cornerstones program.
The Support Our Shelter (SOS) box in
the narthex overflowed weekly with your
generous donations of items to help the
clients through the winter…ranging from
flashlights, hand warmers, new socks,
gift cards to tissue packets. All your items
have helped make things easier including
hand knit hats, plus handmade scarves
and mittens! The shelter clients have frequently expressed to our UCP evening
volunteers their appreciation of all that
UCP has done to make their evenings a
little more bearable – with a tasty meal, a
friendly smile, lively BINGO game and
greatly appreciated “prize” items to help

them survive the elements. Your support
provided a needed boost and reprieve
from the day’s struggles outside.
A special thank you goes to Eloise Williams, who continues to coordinate
this annual mission outreach for UCP.
Through her dedication and organizational skills, she facilitated this opportunity for us to live our faith by helping
those in need.
Please continue to support our neighbors by bringing canned goods the first
Sunday of each month which go to the
Cornerstones Assistance Services & Pantry Program. Summer donations are especially needed since this is a slow donation
time despite the continuing need. You
can also view the wish lists for the Embry
Rucker Shelter and other programs at
www.cornerstonesva.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/11/ERCS-Wish-List-FallWinter-2018-19.pdf. You might just find
a new opportunity to drop off that extra
umbrella, pair of flip flops, or poncho at
the Rucker Shelter this spring.

Vacation Bible School

Hypothermia
dinners program
By Eloise Williams
To all our faithful volunteers: Thank
you so very much to all of you who
participated in the hypothermia
dinners program. For 18 weeks you
cooked food for 24 guests on some of
the coldest nights of the year in your
kitchens and the church kitchen. You
served food to our guests and had the
opportunity to show them kindness
and respect. You showed the love of
God!
We have been asked to sign up again
for the 2019-2020 season, and UCP
has approved the request. I hope many
of you will volunteer at that time. We
will keep striving to have new people
serve with those who have been participating for many years. We had five
new volunteers this season!
Thank you Cyndie and Debbie for the
tremendous amount of time and work
you put into the program and for supporting me. Penny, you will be missed.

By Rev. Beth Williams

Registration is open for
Vacation Bible School July 8-12

Life is sometimes wild, but God is always good! This epic African adventure engages
the whole herd. At Roar, kids will explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this wild life.

Online registration is available at
http://www.vbspro.events/p/ucp.

Cost is $25 per child,
Max $50 per family.
Scholarships are available
and children of volunteers attend
for free.
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Children age 4 – 3rd grade are invited
to participate. There is a special all day
program, Vacation Bible Adventure for
4th-5th graders which includes a mission
component.
6th graders and older can join in by
helping with a class or an activity.
If you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School, please contact
Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.org.

Flamingo Surprise

WITS Book Club selections
By Karen Skatoff

Fundraiser for
Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico

Help the youth raise funds for their Mission Trip by
adorning someone‛s yard with the beautiful springtime color of pink, that is with a pink FLAMINGO
or two or three, or more. The youth will be going
to Puerto Rico for a week this June to help make
repairs and clean up in the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria.

You are invited to join the WITS (Women in
the Spirit) book group on the fourth Thursday
of the month at UCP for fellowship and discussion We will be meeting at 7 pm in room 116.
As always, please come for the discussion
even if you have not been able to finish reading
the book.
Karen Skatoff
May 23 We Never Asked For Wings by
Vanessa Diffenbaugh
June 27 All The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

Place your FLAMINGO order during church Sunday morning
and they will appear on the lawn of your choice. The youth
will remove them the following week only to move them to
beautify someone else’s yard. If for some reason you don’t
want your yard adorned, you may purchase FLAMINGO INSURANCE at the same cost as the flamingos.

July 25 Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann

1 flamingo for $20.00
3 flamingos for $50.00

Lent and
Easter in
Review

Triumphant Palm
Sunday

Order forms will be available on the kiosk in the narthex along
with a box in which to place your FLAMINGO orders. Please
place your order and a check made out to UCP (with Youth
Mission Trip in the memo) in the box. A youth will be available on Sunday mornings by the box if you have any questions
about FLAMINGOING.
The delivery dates are each Sunday from April 27 through
May 26.
Great for graduation, a unique “thank you,” Mother’s Day,
birthdays or to cheer up a friend. Recipients do not have to
be UCP members.
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UCP Board Monthly Devotions: A meditation on our vision, mission and goal,

Rolling Stones
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator
I found this devotion Sunday in the Post
Metro section: in music, a saving grace.
Turned the page and found it again: bystanders rush to pull blind Metro rider to
safety. Actually, we’ve all lived this devotion. We offer it tonight as we ponder the
stones of life and death.
The cello offers a young man a means
of survival but he can’t afford a decent
one let alone transportation to get to
performances. And folks step up to roll
away the stones, one offers her cello and
launches an online fundraiser, another a
used car to get him to gigs in churches
and nursing homes, and there he is in
front of 3,000 people at George Mason’s
EagleBank Arena. And there he is on the
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage.

Version. Luke doesn’t tell us anything
about the womens’ expectations, and we
are left to ponder the stone rolled away.
But isn’t that the way it is in your life and
mine? Who rolls away our stones? Do
we do the heavy rolling ourselves? Do
we think we do it ourselves? And what if
we actually did escape stones of affliction through our own acts? I think of the
hiker trapped between two boulders he
could not move to save his life even had
he two arms free to move them. He escaped by cutting off the arm pinned fast
by the boulders. He did that himself with
his own free hand. We might say he saved
his life with his courage and fortitude.
Did he?
Sometimes it takes a community to roll
away the stone. Jesus told us that when
he rallied a community of friends, family
and onlookers to free Lazarus. Deeply

A blind man on a nearly empty Metro
platform taps his cane, stops to test the
tile strip warning the visually-impaired
they are at the brink and steps surefootedly into the void. The station’s video
shows someone jogging, then running
from the far end of the platform. A
woman looks up from her phone, realizes
a man has fallen and rushes to the spot.
A train approaches, its lights growing
brighter, and folks sprint to the site to
haul the man to safety.
The women who had followed Jesus from
Galilee went to the tomb, carrying the
spices they had prepared and they found
the stone rolled away from the entrance
to the tomb so they went in; but they did
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. Luke
24:1-3 Good News Bible Today’s English

Lent and
Easter in
Review

Labyrinth mediation
during the time
of Lent. Maundy
Thursday culminated
Lenten Thursday
nights of supper and
study.
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moved once more, Jesus went to the
tomb, which was a cave with a stone
placed at the entrance. Take the stone
away! Jesus ordered. Martha, the dead
man’s sister, answered, There will be a
bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four
days. Jesus said to her, Didn’t I tell you
that you would see God’s glory if you
believed? They took the stone away. Jesus
looked up and said, I thank you, Father,
that you listen to me. John 11:38-41
Good News Bible Today’s English Version.
Where there is self power in our own
small acts of grace and courage there is
the shared power of community. Are we
ever helpless? Why art thou cast down,
O my soul? And why art thou disquieted
in me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet
praise him for the help of his countenance. Psalm 42:5 King James Version.

Maybe stars: Where
to find hope
A concert by Bobby Jo
Valentine May 9, 7 pm
By Kate Honig
Singer-songwriter Bobby Jo Valentine is
coming to UCP on Thursday, May 9 at 7
pm, as part of his upcoming tour.
Northern California singer/songwriter
Bobby Jo Valentine (BJV) describes his
music as hope-folk, soul-pop and poetic
rock. His poetic storytelling and songs
have built a growing audience of listeners. BJV tours the country performing
at spiritual centers, festivals, churches,
house concerts and other venues. He
has performed over 1500 concerts. He is
a supporter of equal rights and opportunities for all people.

Lent and
Easter in
Review

The concert is FREE! A freewill donation
will be available, so bring cash or check
if you want to donate.

Good Friday: The
cross was draped
in black. Individual
crowns of thorns
were nailed to it.
Ailsa Young played
Were You There for
the Total Praise
Dancers’ moving
contribution.

Bobby Jo Valentine

13

Prayer Requests

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayer or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or heidi@ucpreston.org.

Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
All who suffered in the
Sri Lanka terrorist attack

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Sean Aldo

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert

(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

Lynn Franklin

in-law)

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Bishop Sharma Lewis
Joe McGregor

Norma Freeman

(friend of Lesley Irminger-Block)

Barb

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Joseph & Thelma Cofie
Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Karen Young’s father)

Elsa Nygard
Edward Pelzner

Douglas Hallar

Walt Peterson

Bishop Pete Weaver & the
United Methodist Church
Mary Williams

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

(mother of Rev. LaVerne Gill)

Pauline Pittman

Pamela Williams family

David Plum

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Dr. William Chris Hobgood,

former General Minister and
President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and Regional
Minister of the Christian Church
Capital Area

Frances Hurley
(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Jeanne Kelly
(friend of Encore Chorale
members)

Helene Kerr

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

Janet Ruhan

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Rhonda Savage’s family
members
Aaron Sawyer
(former manager of The Closet)

Kathy Dally

Conrad Kilinski and family

Janette Dally

(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Kathy Schuaer Schmidt

Susan & Ben Erdman
Cheryl Fields’ father

(Kathy Leatherwood’s brother-

Barbara Zettlemoyer

Suzanne Rudiselle

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Burt & Kathy Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood

Woloch Family

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

(Rudiselles’ family member)

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

(friend of the Allen family)

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

(Kim Baum’s father)

Becky Arney

Carol Venese
Grace Wang Yang
Maria Weiler

Jim Hall

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Milton Arnesen

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

Fred Taylor

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

Teddy Sears

(Judy Pew’s friend’s newborn)

Karen Stevens

(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Sympathy
to the family of Lesley
Irminger-Block’s friend,
Kristan Marie (Kris)
Howerton, on her death on
Mar. 29
the Aguirre family on the
death of Matt’s grandfather,
Charlie Perkinson, on
Apr. 14

Keep Us Updated
Please help us keep the monthly prayer
list current. If you have family members or
friends whose names appear in this month’s
Parish Life, please let Pastor Marcus know if
you’d like them to remain on the list by
emailing him at marc@ucpreston.org.
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Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry --------------------------------------------------------Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt

Parish Staff

Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------ Judy Roe & Paula Steinmann
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish,
Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore, Ashley Aschenbach, and
Katarzyna Kryca

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
15

Deadline for news stories is
the 15th of each month.
Send to parishlife1@
ucpreston.org

United Christian Parish of Reston

Lent and
Easter in
Review
Easter
morning:
He has risen!
He has risen
indeed!
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