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Pentecost Sunday, May 20
One service at 10 am
Congregational Meeting after service

No Sunday School
Bring food for a picnic lunch
By Dr. Rev. Marcus Leathers
Often, I think of the month of May as
the season of fertility, family and fellowship. These alliterations help me to remember the significant occasions that are
celebrated in this month of blossoms that
bring us such enjoyment of the bright
and brilliant colors of the flowers and
trees of spring. May invites recognition
of both the beauty and hope of Mother
Nature and Motherhood (fertility),
the heritages (family) of Asian Pacific
American, Haitian, and Jewish Ameri-

can, as well as the universal church’s (the
Christian fellowship’s) celebration of the
liturgical season of Pentecost.
It is believed that May is named for the
Greek Goddess Maia, who was identified
with the Roman era goddess of fertility,
Bona Dea, whose festival was held in
May. Floral imagery from scripture
and nature were applied to Mary, the
mother of Jesus the Christ, in the
writings of the Church Fathers and in
the liturgy that provided the foundation
Continued on p. 9

UCP approves PNC motion
By Cheryl D. Fields
On Sunday, April 29, by a vote of 79 in
favor to 20 opposed with one abstaining,
the Parish voted decided, to approve the
recommendation by the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) to consider
extending a Call to two co-pastors. The
PNC will work to quickly complete the
final procedural steps needed to complete
the process for both candidates. The
Human and Administrative Resources
Council (HARC) will begin negotiations
with the two candidates concerning details of over the proposed contracts. Once

all paperwork has been completed and
the candidates express their continued
willingness, their names and biographies
will be distributed to the Congregation. A get-together reception will be
scheduled to allow them to meet members to meet the candidates. They will
then preach at Sunday services and the
Congregation will be asked to approve
the call. No frim dates can be established
yet, since the candidates have obligations
they must meet with their current assignments, but PNC hopes to be able to
present the names by early June.

See p. 9 for more details
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We, the Pastor Nominating Committee, want to thank all who attended today’s meeting and voted. We don’t all agree,
except on two things: we love God and we care deeply about UCP. That’s cause for great joy. Our prayer is that the respectful passion shown today can blossom into a joyful spirit that overcomes the obstacles before us and leads us closer to
more fully becoming the beloved, inclusive, transforming community we have long striven to be. We are deeply grateful
for the chance to serve you. We love you all beyond words. Jerry Hebenstreit, Chair, PNC
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Three UCP members will be greatly missed
By Marilyn Silvey
For the first time in the church’s 45-year
history, three members of the United
Christian Parish died in nine days, starting April 9. Each will be greatly missed.
What they had in common included
their belief in God and Jesus Christ, their
love of family, and their contributions
to UCP and to Reston. And each had a
smile that lit up a Sunday morning coffee hour.
Ellen Graves, 85,
was a Reston
community
leader for more
than 30 years.
She was a Best of
Reston winner in
2004 and Lady
Fairfax Award
winner in 2011
for her many
Ellen Graves
contributions to
the community –including starting the
annual multicultural festival and serving
on the FISH Board and the Southgate
Community Advisory Board. Most
recently, she served as a member and
then president of the Reston Association
Board of Directors.
A native Virginian, Ellen had lived in
Atlantic City and Philadelphia and
worked in human resources at IBM,
which brought her back to VA where she
retired. She had also been executive
director of the National Association of
Negro Business and Professional Women, Inc., and chief of staff for Hunter Mill
District Supervisor Cathy Hudgins. Ellen
joined UCP in the 1990s and served on
the church’s Human and Administrative
Resources Council. Ellen passed away

April 9 at Reston Hospital after a short
illness. She had two daughters and four
grandchildren.
The same day,
Kathy Zora,
57, also died,
at home, after
an eight-month
battle with pancreatic cancer.
Kathy grew up
in Burke and
graduated from
Lake Braddock
High School
Kathy Zora
and the College
of William and Mary, where she majored
in economics. Later, she worked for
both Fairfax County and George Mason
University.
She and Glenn were married for 34
years and their two sons, Benjamin and
Kyle, were confirmed at UCP. She was
a member of the church building committee and a member and chair of the
UCP Trustees for several years. Fellow
trustee Al Stevens said Kathy had the
talent to find and oversee contractors for
our various building needs and she often
worked hard herself.
“She was not afraid to roll up her sleeves
and get into the ‘heavy lifting’ and could
be found contributing to grounds cleanups, snow shoveling, power washing,
creating window treatments, to name
only a few of her many contributions.
She was truly a jewel in the crown of the
UCP.”
Kathy was well known in the Reston
community for her music. A flutist, she
was a member of the Reston Community

Thank you

By Penny Johnson, Chair, Fellowship Team

I have always thought that UCP was a very giving church and now I know it for sure. This
last few days with the three funeral services have been emotion and physically tiring for
many of us. I personally would like to thank all the people who stepped up and helped the
Fellowship team. We asked for help with food for the three services and you all gave generously. We had so much food that everyone was well fed and we were able to send food
home with Glenn Zora. We also helped feed the youth group on Sunday evening and you
will see some for coffee hours. A big thank you to Eric Hochstrasser, Al Stevens, and Sheila
and Richard Allen for all the tent set up work and take down they did. Thanks to all the fellowship team members, Marty Jenkins, Judy Roe, Jan Gsellman, Debbie Aschenbach Nancy
Vollmer, Paula Steinman and Barbara Schell We also had help from Gerry Havran, Brenda
Meyer, Annette Reed, Jean Banks and Joellyn Kinzer. This church is very blessed.
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Orchestra, and she often played at our
church.
Norman Franklin,
known to all
as Norm, died
suddenly at home
on April 17, at
age 70. Having
grown up in
New Jersey, he
graduated from
Morris Brown
College in Atlanta
Norm Franklin
and Montclair
State College in NJ,
where he became a secondary school
social studies teacher. He went on to
earn a Master of Public Policy degree
from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
then was recruited as a Presidential
Management intern by the federal
government. He retired in 2010 after 31
years of federal service.
He and his wife, Josephine (Jo), moved
to Reston in the mid-1980s, joined
UCP shortly afterwards, and raised their
children, Ryan and Kimberly, in our
church. Kimberly’s wedding was at
UCP in 2015.
Sonja Vaughan has been a family friend
for many years. “I met Norm in the early
1980s, when we were both going to the
Virginia Tech campus in Falls Church,
studying for doctorates in public affairs
administration. I had some influence
in getting them to move to Reston and
to come to UCP. Our children were
about the same ages, and our sons are
still good friends. Norm was a dedicated
father who greatly supported all his children’s activities.”
At UCP, Norm was an usher and once
was a mentor for a confirmand. He
was very involved in the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, which provides student
scholarships.
While many of us are reeling at the loss
of three church members at the same
time, we can thank God for their faith,
and for the examples they set for us of
love of family and service to community
and country. They will be long remembered.

UCP Board March Report
By Rev. Beth Williams

The board had a full agenda as usual in
April.
 We began the evening hearing the proposal from the Inclusion Task Force
presented by Ellen Pierson. They
brought a proposal for a plan that they
believe will help us become a healthier
and more genuinely inclusive church
as we consider and examine individual
and systemic aspects of racism and
inclusion. The proposal was that UCP
work with materials from The United
Methodist Church General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR)
as we strive to faithfully represent the
Beloved Community. This work will
have an impact on our worship service,
sermons, faith formation, community
outreach and global ministries. On
hearing and receiving this report the
board voted to adopt the proposal and
move forward with the plan presented.
(See excerpts from the proposed plan
below.) The board thanked the Inclusion Task Force for their dedicated and
thorough work and for bringing this

proposal to the board for action. The
parish leadership, both those currently
installed and those newly elected, will
begin this training the weekend of June
22-24.
 The board also reviewed some proposed
changes and additions to board policy
as well as our by-laws in order to more
faithfully provide oversight and accountability in regards to our fiduciary
responsibilities.
 The PMC presented a proposal from
Building and Grounds to explore further a Worship Watch program that
will increase our awareness of those
things that we can do to help ensure
the safety and well-being of everyone at
the parish. The board agreed to explore
this and determine what if any pieces
of it we would like to implement. The
Fellowship Team had also requested
funding of $3000 to purchase additional tables and chairs. The Finance Chair
suggested using designated funds rather
than budgeted for this expenditure.

 The board approved a proposal from HARC
to add funds for
furnishing for
pastor’s study.
 The By-laws
review team reported Rev. Williams
that they have been working and will
be ready to present the proposed changes prior to the May 20 Congregational
Meeting.
 The LLNC gave a status report. They
have many of the positions filled and
expect to come with a full slate to the
May 20 Congregational Meeting.
 The board voted to create a task force
to gather data and bring a recommendation to the board regarding the possibilities and options for an outdoor banner expressing our welcoming identity
to the community. An announcement
will be in the bulletin inviting people to
participate on the Task Force.

Excerpts from the Proposed Plan from the Inclusion Group approved by the board.
The transformative journey towards
authentic inclusiveness will begin with
the UCP Board and Parish Ministries
Council. Three training modules will
be covered in a day and half training
including a Friday evening, Saturday
morning and afternoon sessions. The
topics of the three sessions are:
1. Ins and Outs of the Beloved
Community: UCP’s Vision statement
to be God’s Beloved Community on
earth” will guide our work on this section
and provide a framework for our training. In this session we will examine the
25 traits of a beloved community and
focus on those that will help us to live
more fully into ways that ensure equity
in access, participation, and flourishing
for everyone.

2. Understanding Implicit Bias:
Implicit bias is the unconscious attribution of particular qualities to a member
of a certain social group. This section
will examine how implicit or unconscious bias leads to racial and other
forms of bias. We will understand how
this process functions in the brain. We
will examine the difference between
bias, prejudice and racism. Building
awareness will interrupt bias.
3. Deconstructing White
Privilege: In this section, we will
examine the concept of white privilege,
defined by Kendall Clark, an antiracism
writer, as “a right, advantage, or
immunity granted to or enjoyed by
white persons beyond the common
advantage of all others; an exemption
in many particular cases from certain
burdens or liabilities.”

Details of this plan will be developed
by workshop participants and everyone
will determine how to share this material
with the congregation. Each session will
address what UCP can do to live more
faithfully into our mission and vision
statements.
By focusing on institutional equity, we
can create opportunities for UCP to
uproot both conscious and unconscious
bias, habits, stereotypes and exclusivity.
By examining ways that we are being
exclusive and blindly insensitive, we
can then develop impactful strategies to
live into increasingly honorable forms of
diversity, inclusion and equity. Everyone
is represented, can participate and is
honored well.
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JPMT Inclusion Conference May 12
By James Dean, Co-chair Justice and Peace Ministry Team
This is a F R E E Conference.
We are encouraging advance registration.
We are continuing our work for justice, inclusion and peace
with this conference on Sat. May 12 from 9 am - 4:30 pm.
We are excited that Rev. Elder Darlene Garner will be a featured speaker. Her presentation is titled, “AND NOW WHAT?
Crossing the Intersection of Just US & JUSTICE”
Rev. Elder Darlene Garner is a lesbian woman of African,
Cherokee, and Irish descent with a National Baptist and
Episcopal spiritual heritage. She came out as a lesbian in
1973 and joined Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC)
in 1976. She is the mother of four adult children, has seven
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. In March 2010,
Garner and her spouse Rev. Candy Holmes were among the
first same-sex couples to be legally married in Washington,
DC. They now live in St. Petersburg, Florida, with their canine
son, Joey.
Some of the workshops and topics that will be covered are:
Building Sanctuary; Being Change; Can We Talk? A dialogue
around Race, Faith and Social Justice; A Voice for Compassion on College Campuses; Sex Assigned at Birth—Struggle
for Transgender-Inclusive Family Life Edu lessons; What
Goes in the Bin?: Recycling; Faith and Politics: Elections and
Houses of Worship; Islam, Social Justice and Peace; #MeToo;
TransGender presentation and much more.

Some faith and charity organizations that are participating are:
All Dulles Area Muslims Society, Al Fatih Academy, Reston Gay
Pride 2 June 2018, ARISE GMU, Trans Gender Education Assoc,
Washington Plaza Baptist Church, MCC NOVA, VA Interfaith
Center, Fairfax Co School Pride, Disciples Justice Action Network; Damsels in Distress, Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions,
Unitarian Universalist Reston, Interfaith Partners for Justice,
Equality VA, National City Christian Church, Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, Center for
Health & Human Rights & more. There will be food, social and
networking opportunities as well.
All too often, there seem to be more attacks against our humanity, against social justice, against inclusion, equality and peace.
For many of us, we feel that we have a special calling to stand
up, speak out and work. It’s more important than ever for
people to come together to discuss and work together. We will
not agree on all of the issues, but we can find common ground
and we can work together.
Please join us at this conference and in these efforts.
For more info, please contact James Dean @ jamesdean2wdc@gmail.com or 571-830-8730. Please forward this to any
and all interested parties.
We are encouraging advance registration.

Rev. Elder Darlene C. Garner to speak at Inclusion Conference
Born in Columbus, Ohio USA, Darlene
Garner is a lesbian woman of African,
Cherokee, and Irish descent with a
National Baptist and Episcopal spiritual
heritage. She came out as a lesbian in
1973 and joined Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC) in 1976.
From 1996 through 1998, Garner
served as the Executive Director of the
Philadelphia Mayor’s Commission on
Sexual Minorities. In that position,
she functioned as the liaison between Rev. Garner the
government of the sixth largest city in the United States and
its LGBT community. She was ordained to the professional
ministry in 1988,
Garner was elected to the MCC Council of Elders in 1993,
where she served as one of the denomination’s spiritual leaders. From 1998 through 2017, she convened the triennial
international MCC Conference for People of African Descent,
Our Friends, and Allies.
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Within MCC, Garner served as Clerk of the denomination for
ten years and Vice-Moderator for three years. She held responsibility for risk management, legal affairs, international relations,
and governance. She also supported churches and leaders in
Africa, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, and the United States. In addition, she served
as the Director of the Office of Emerging Ministries, which
provided support for new church starts, diversity and inclusivity,
and special projects. Garner retired from professional ministry
in 2018.
Garner’s volunteer community involvement has included being
a founding co-chair of the National Coalition of Black Lesbians
and Gays; co-chairing the first International Conference for Gay
and Lesbian People of Color; serving as chaplain an AIDS hospice; serving on the Board of Directors for a health clinic; and
President of the Board of Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry.
Garner has received numerous awards and citations for her
service to the community.

United Christian
Ch
hrristi
tian Parish
Pariish of Reston

Methodists
revise social
principles
UCP members and friends are invited to
participate in reviewing a new draft of
United Methodist Church Social Principles on Saturday, May 12. The review
meeting will be held at Community of
Faith UMC, 13224 Franklin Farm Road
in Herndon, from 9 am to 1:30 pm and
will include lunch.
The Social Principles state convictions
about the fundamental relationships
between God, God’s creations, and humanity, and explain how United Methodists are called to live in the world. The
current Social Principles may be read at
www.umc.org/what-we-believe/socialprinciples-social-creed. The goal of the
May 12 meeting is to review the draft in
small groups and submit feedback to a
task force, in preparation for the UMC
General Conference 2020.
Registration for the conference must
be done by May 8 at https://goo.gi/
forms/3kv07ePTmKZtqoAt2. For more
information, contact Rev. Rosemary
Welch, at noharmdogood@gmail.com.

UCP Workday May 5
By Eric Hochstrasser, Chair, Building and
Grounds Ministry
The Building & Grounds Team will be
having our semi-annual workday on Saturday, May 5, 9 am – 12 noon. There
are both outdoor and indoor projects
that need to be done such as planting
flowers, brush removal and clean up,
power washing, replace light bulbs,
touch up painting, plus many more.
Please bring work gloves, rakes, loppers,
hand pruners, trowels, etc. on Saturday.
Contact Eric Hochstrasser, B&G Chair,
at ehochstrasser@comcast.net, for more
information or questions. All are welcome. The more the merrier!!

Many 2017 disasters
call for UMCOR kits
By Kathy Kelley

Floods, hurricanes, warfare and other
challenges of the last year have depleted
the supply of health/hygiene kits used
by the United Methodist Committee
on Relief when they go to aid those in
need. These kits are only part of the supplies that are provided but they are very
helpful to those who have lost so much.
UMCOR serves more than 80 countries
around the world, including Puerto Rico
and other parts of the United States that
were so hard hit.
The United Christian Parish has been
generous each year when we have collected the materials for these kits to take
to the Virginia Annual Conference.
This year the conference is in Hampton
beginning on June 15. We would like to
take even more kits than last year – we
will aim for 150 and go from there based
on your generosity. Below is a list of the
items each kit includes. Please note how
specific the list is and stay within the
guidelines.
We will begin collecting the items on
May 13 and for several Sundays after
this. But you can give your items to
Kathy Kelley at any time before June 10
when we will be packing the boxes. (All
are welcome to help with that process.)
It’s exciting for me each year to see those
large trucks filled to capacity with the
boxes of kits brought by churches from
around the Virginia conference to be
taken to the UMCOR distribution center in Louisiana. Last year the Virginia

Annual Conference collected 41,522 kits
of various kinds. The people of God are
so very generous!
UMCOR Health/Hygiene Kits (Highlighted are the items where few are left
from last year)

1 Towel (15” x 25” to 17” x 27”)
Kitchen, cleaning and microfiber
towels are not acceptable.
1 washcloth
1 Sturdy Comb (at least 8” long,
no pocket combs or picks)
1 Metal Nail File or Clipper (no
emery boards or toenail clippers)
1 Bath size soap (3oz and larger,
no Ivory soap. Leave in original
packaging)
1 toothbrush (adult size only, do
not remove from original packaging)
6 adhesive bandages (3/4 “ to 1”
size, common household band
aids)
1 plastic bag (one gallon size sealable bags only)
We have enough plastic bags and band
aids already so no need to donate these
this year. Watch the bulletin for updates
on what is needed as June approaches.
By the way, all are welcome at the United
Methodist annual conference each year.
Glad to tell anyone about the details!
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The Missions Corner

Missions Ministry sets distribution goals
By Annerieke Owen, Member, Missions Ministry
Isaiah 58:10-11 Feed the hungry, and help
those in trouble. Then your light will shine
out from the darkness, and the darkness
around you will be as bright as noon.
At the end of last year, then-Missions
Chair Bob Haley wrote two excellent reports about the generous giving by UCP
members in 2017. In another article,
we shared some of the thank you letters
we received from the different projects
and organizations that UCP supported
last year.
Among our first tasks this year was to
prayerfully consider and decide to which
organizations the first missions’ checks
would be written. We held a special
meeting to go over the mission goals

and budget, and we looked back at
the results of the survey of May 2014,
which reflected your thoughts and ideas
about where the UCP mission money
would be best spent. We discussed the
changing needs of the world and if they
required changes in our support.
After a meaningful discussion, the committee decided to write the first-quarter
checks to the following organizations:
Cornerstones, FISH, the Centreville Labor Center, Just Neighbors, GraceInside,
and Relief for Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands. For our international missions
work, it was decided to continue to support the Caribbean Initiative, The Congo
Initiative, and the Rohingya Relief work.

God’s Call to UCP: A Series of Devotions

Reformation and Faith
By Jeff Smith, Co-Board Moderator
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed, took a loaf of
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1
Corinthians 11:23-26)
In March, I had the opportunity to chaperone our confirmands
to the confirmation retreat. We joined four other churches
at a retreat run by the Reformed Institute. What a fantastic
experience, and, along with our confirmands, I learned so
much. One session in particular struck me—our Saturday
morning session about authority. The leader presented various
passages from the bible, and asked some “what does it mean”
question. That included a passage on Communion - is it the
true body and blood of Christ, or is it symbolic (and no, I’m
not going to give you the answer). The confirmands came up
with some profound discussion points - and it turns out many
of these questions had been asked by our church forefathers.
So for 2000 years, we’ve been reading and debating what God
is saying.
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As some of the above organizations or
projects might not be familiar to you, we
will send more information about them
in coming UCP newsletters.
More recently, the amount to date collected for the “One Great Hour of Sharing” is: $10,000 which is almost $1,350
more than last year. This will be divided
over the four denominations and will be
used for mission work.
We thank all of you who have given so
generously, and we ask that God may
bless the work of UCP and these organizations.

The takeaway I got was that the bible and God’s word cannot be read in isolation. One of the wonders of the bible is
that it was written both for those in that time, and for those
who came after, such as us. Our UCC denomination recently
adapted “God is still speaking, “ as a part of their identity.
God’s speaking, but are we listening? What does God call us
to do today? And does God call each of us the same way?
Maybe we have different callings - and that, I think, is OK.
Maybe part of the journey is not finding the answers, it’s asking the questions. What did this passage mean for the early
Church? What does it mean today? What does it mean for
me? Questions to place us in a journey of discovery for God’s
calling to each of us.

Lord, help me to understand your word
for me today. Help me on my Journey
to Your calling. Thank you for those
you have given to help guide me on this
path you set before me. Help me to be
a guide to others as others have guided
me. Lord, you are speaking—help me
to hear your voice.

United Christian Parish of Reston

Kudos for Youth’s Earth Day Service

Top: The youth group sang Kumbaya accompanied by Dave Tiller on the bongo
drums. Mid left, Ailsa Young gave the homily, right, Dora Wood-Ahearn performed
on her violin. Bottom left, the Tintinnabulatin’ rang true and right, a young future
teen was enthralled with the youth’s worship service.
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Chili Cook -Off Winners

“Chowing” down at the Chili Cook-off

Best Chili went to Tepper Gill; Best Dessert, to
Penny Johnson’s Carrot Cake

July 9-13

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
for ages 4 – rising 4th graders
9:30 am – 12:30 pm

Vacation Bible Adventure

May 6, 2-4 pm
UCP Sanctuary

for rising 5th and 6th graders
9:30 am – 4:30 pm

Be part of the movement to end global hunger. All are
invited to assemble meals to be distributed to
hungry communities.
This is a hands-on opportunity to make a difference as we
assemble and package over 20,000 meals to be sent to
international communities facing a food shortage.
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Attendees can be registered on-line at
vbspro.events/p/ucpvbs
By Suzanne Venteau-Koch
I am excited to be coordinating VBS this summer at UCP. Volunteer positions are available. Be a Tribe leader. You can view
and sign up for all volunteer positions on our website: vbspro.
events/p/ucpvbs, under “Volunteer Registration.”

United Christian Parish of Reston

Continued from p. 1

By Rev. Beth Williams
Join us for this special service as we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit in power to the disciples
on the day of Pentecost as well as the birthday of
both the church at large and the United Christian
Parish. The sanctuary will be filled with the joyous
sounds of the Genesis Choir, the grace-filled movements of Total Praise, and the glorious music of the
Seraphim Choir. We can all participate by wearing
red to symbolize the tongues of flame that accompanied the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and shaking our Spirit Shakers. There will be no Godly Play
so that the children can stay and enjoy the whole
service.
We will be blessed by the preaching of our Pastor
Emerita, Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle.
Following the service, there will be a Congregation Meeting to vote on the slate presented by the
Lay Leader Nominating Committee and to approve
minor changes to the by-laws that the board is recommending having reviewed them as we are living
into the new structure. The slate and the proposed
changes to the by-laws will be available the week
prior to the meeting for the parish’s consideration.
And then, we continue our celebration with a picnic
lunch on the patio. The Fellowship Team is asking
the congregation to bring picnic food and they will
provide the drinks. Grills will be available for individual cooking.

in tradition for the subsequent
naming of hundreds of flowers for
Mary’s life, mysteries, and virtues.
Eventually, over the span of a few
centuries, such special devotions
to the Virgin Mary, the mother of
Jesus, led to the recognition of all
mothers—perhaps, beginning first
in England.

Rev. Leathers
The celebration of fertility is the
promise or at least the potential for new life. More than anyone
else, I believe that God understands the process of new birth.
Often metaphorically, the bible refers to the promises of God’s
kingdom coming into the world like the experience of childbirth. Wholeheartedly, I believe that Pentecost represents the
birth of a new fellowship grounded in its faith that Jesus is the
Christ.
Pentecost is the birth of the beloved fellowship—the Church.
For generations of Jewish families (heritage) Pentecost had been
celebrated with one general interpretation, that of a Jewish feast
that concluded the fifty days of Passover, celebrating the end of
the barley harvest, plus the beginning of the wheat harvest, also
called the “Festival of Weeks”.
The second chapter of Acts states that Pentecost, a day of the
ancient Jewish festival occurred. Also, Pentecost was the fiftieth
day after Easter and commemorates the gift of God’s Holy Spirit upon those in Jerusalem. The power and gifts of God’s Holy
Spirit came upon everyone (see Joel 2:28 and Acts 2)—even
those who spoke other languages, (see Acts 2:8). The apostles
went out among the people and in spreading Jesus’ message,
bearing witness to Christ’s ministry, miracles, his resurrection
and the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.
Pentecost was also known as the Feast of Shavuot, a wheat
or grain offering that celebrated the gift of the Torah and the
Israelites’ deliverance from slavery in Egypt. It was a feast to
celebrate the Israelite’s as a people whom God had given new
life. Within the Christian fellowship, Easter is our celebration
of new life that is given by God through Jesus’ resurrection.
Pentecost represents the birth of our fellowship that is eternally
empowered through Jesus’ continued presence within the fellowship his love and obedience to God called into existence.
The fellowship (the Church) gives life to those in the world
who desire to belong to a family whose heritage is immensely
noble toward benevolence and richly fertile in the promises ofGod’s eternal hope. The church fully identified with God’s spirit
of Pentecost, fully engaged with God’s people, encourages the
acceptance of God’s grace into our lives, invites the blossoms of
God’s peace into our souls and inspires alliterations as part of
our witness that describe joy and hope.
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Past

Celebrations
2008 35th Anniversary

A few highlights from previous years, certainly not all, from my
collection of computer files.— Editor

1973

On Pentecost Sunday, June 10, the United
Christian Parish (UCP) was established under
the leadership of Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr..

2003 30th Anniversary
Pentecost marks the day the worldwide Christian church celebrates its beginnings based on the story told in Acts 20 of the
first Pentecost following the death and resurrection of Jesus.
The story tells of a sound “like the rush of the mighty wind”
from heaven, followed by tongues of fire that came to rest on
each of the apostles gathered together in Jerusalem. That day
3,000 persons were added to the group of believers. — Meg
Moore, June, 2003, Parish Life Newsletter
UCP celebrated with a banquet birthday party
at 6 p.m. at the Hyatt Dulles. The Rev. Larry
Grubbs, district head of the Christian Church,
Disciples of Christ, spoke. Rev. Suzanne
Rudiselle who served this congregation for half
of this congregation’s life retired giving,“thanks
to all my clergy colleagues, Hugh Winston,
Hal Pease, Richard Thayer, Jim Sprouse, Tom Rev. Rudiselle
Jelinek, Jim Righter, Louisa Davis, and Bruce Irwin;
educators Sandy Story and Billie Sutter; and interns Gail
Bowman, Trish Greeves, Susan Gilpin, Marie Holmes Adam,
LaVerne Gill, and Alan Buaghcum, for sharing the work of
Christ’s church in Reston.”
That summer, the youth took their commitment to mission seriously. They met their obligation to Ethienne Niyo, the Rwandan medical
student, by sending $3,000 for a year’s school
scholarship. They helped build a church in
Billie Sutter
North Carolina. And two of the youth, Ben
Leatherwood and Aislynn Raymond, went Director of Christian
to Rwanda in June with the UCP team.
Education

2004 Watch out for the Wind!
By Rev. Dr. M. Bruce Irwin

Watch out for the wind! The Holy Spirit is
blowing mightily in the United Christian Parish. On the last Sunday in May, Pentecost
Sunday, UCP will celebrate another birthday.
God not only gave UCP life 31 years ago, but
God’s spirit also is mightily moving among us
today as we prepare for our tomorrows.
Pastor Irwin left UCP in 2007.
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The Memorial Garden
By Rev. Joan Bell-Haynes
The Sankofa Bird is a mythic bird that
flies forward while looking backward
with an egg in its mouth symbolizing
the future. Its lies deeply in the spiritual teachings of the African people. The
Sankofa spirit was flying high that day as Jeff
Millar, a member of the Building Committee
and the architect of the Memorial Garden
project, spoke eloquently about the souls
who rested in the Memorial Garden as well
as their families. He stated that “it is only
fitting that we move them first, that they
go ahead of us.” Many of them dedicated
their lives to building the strong ecumenical Rev. Bell-Haynes
foundation of this congregation. Jeff’s statement helps us see how important it is for us to go back to our
roots and gather them as we move forward.
This month we will have many opportunities to embrace
the spirit of Sankofa as we fly forward and look back.

2010 Building begins
We will be having a Ground Blessing (our term to acknowledge that God is blessing us to build and expand our facilities
as a tool for growing ministries at UCP) to signal the beginning of construction for our new building/sanctuary at 10
a.m. on the church’s anniversary, Pentecost Sunday, May 23,
with the actual turning of the soil or groundbreaking.

2013

40th Anniversary

On May 19, 2013, at 10 a.m. UCP, one
church of multiple denominations will worship the One God, with one faith and one
baptism. We, who are many, will raise our
voices in praise to proclaim Christ is risen
and to celebrate anew the fulfilling of the
promise of the outpouring of the gift of Holy
Spirit. In addition, the congregation will
bestow pastor emeritus status to Rev. Regan Rev. J. Robert
Regan, Jr.
and celebrate 40 years of witness and ministry for the Parish.

Rev. Irwin

United Christi
Christian
tian Parish of Reston
ti

2016 43rd Anniversary

A Cross Above Division
A Tribute to United Christian Parish of Reston
40th Anniversary, Pentecost 2013
Does God weep for our divisions?
God weeps for our divisions; it’s not what He intends,
That people fight each other, and in the name of Him,
He asks us to seek peace; He asks us to repair,
Starting with our own hearts; and with each other in
prayer.
God works through our divisions; and challenges us to
try
To heal this world’s conditions, exposing every lie
We’re called to be peacemakers, ambassadors of
Heaven
Fashioned in Her image; assured to be forgiven.
United Christian Parish, four faiths are bound in Him,
We reach across division, His cross above the din,
By merging four traditions, we’re in a dialog,
With all diverse conviction, discovered and explored.
We are awash in His living water
Spiritual connections for life,
Standing at the crossroads
Where activism meets strife!
We share a world communion, support community,
Through action and emotion, faith meets diversity,
With charity and outreach, Her voice on earth is
heard,
Discussion and discernment, foundation from Her
Word.
Our Church on earth has union, with God the Three
in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest
is won:
Oh happy ones and holy! Lord, give them grace that
we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.
Does God smile for our convictions?
copyright 2013 Joseph Bocchiaro III February, 2013
Adapted from Text by: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1810-1876
Tune: AURELIA, Meter: 76.76 D

2015

Pentecost in the Park
By Kathy Kelley May 15, 2016
I have just come from Pentecost
in the Park - the wonderful music
of our Praise Band is still singing
joyfully in my soul. The entire experience there in Lake Anne
Park was very special. Thank you to the many people who
worked to make this happen. The space was very welcoming,
the worship open and sincere, the Pentecostal message well
expressed—it was all just wonderful. The weather was chilly
for sure but the warmth was palpable. The wind of change is
blowing freely through UCP as new ideas keep flowing and
our ability to tell the Good News takes on ever new dimensions. Thanks be to God.
June 12 is another special date on the calendar now. We will
have a congregational meeting that day to receive the report
of the nominating committee and vote on the leadership
which will take over July 1. I know you will want to be present to show your support to the new team. They will depend
upon us to remain in prayer with them as they work to keep
the Parish moving forward. Also on that day we will welcome
Tom Lyons into care with the United Methodist Church, which
is his next step in becoming an ordained pastor. What an
exciting part for UCP to play in supporting him along the way.
Tom was very central to developing and encouraging all to
embrace the Pentecost in the Park—be sure to greet him and
thank him.
As we gather ideas for ever better ways to spread the Good
News and work toward the growth of our awareness of the
Holy Spirit in our midst, both at UCP and into Reston and the
surrounding communities, your board leadership welcomes
your thoughts and your willing hands to help make them
happen. Over the past year, we have had a series of concerts
in our lovely sanctuary. These have been wonderful for us for
sure, but they have also been a way for many to enter this
space and get to know the Parish. We have also had several
forums on different subjects leading to shared partnerships for
justice work in our community and efforts to care for those in
need of help. Keep the ideas coming for such events and for
ways to leave our building and connect throughout Reston.
We won’t be able to do them all—our leadership will need to
consider our resources before committing to any one of them.
But I know that Holy Spirit is moving freely in our midst—as
the saying goes, we just need to keep raising our sails.

2017 44th Anniversary

DCE Billie Sutter retired May 31. Rev. Beth
Williams came to UCP as Co-Pastor for Faith
Formation

Pancake Breakfast. Dr. Rev. Marcus Leathers
was called as short-term co-pastor July 17.

Rev. Williams

2018

May 20
45th Anniversary Rev. Leathers
Join in the celebration
11

Personal Celebrations
While originally given as reasons for their work on the Justice and Peace Ministry Team (JPMT),
the following personal stories from Jim Vollmer and Sue Beffel are examples of the church’s work
in fulfilling their passions over the years.—Results of UCP’s Pentecost.

Excerpts from James Vollmer’s JPMT Co-chair statement
By James Vollmer
I joined JPMT to lend a voice to achieve
justice for people needing affordable
housing, food security, affordable health
care, expanded legal protections, religious rights and to open hearts to the
oppressed.
Standing up for justice has been the
most rewarding in my life. It requires
patience, persistence, listening, and the
knowledge and courage to stand up for
what you believe in even when those in
positions of authority strongly disagree
with your views and actions.
In church activities, I have witnessed
many good actions. Our church members initiated Cornerstones years ago
and this organization is an effective advocate for affordable housing, the homeless, and is effective in providing food,
clothing, and job opportunities to those
in need. Members also participated in
acquiring land and building a primary

school in Rwanda, supporting women
as pastors and in leadership positions in
the church, and becoming an open and
affirming church, becoming a church
that offers sanctuary, and to be a church
tithing for missions, and so many other
things.
These challenges all required overcoming the strong objections of members,
leaders and sometimes even pastors.
Some members left and others may still
do so. However, in the end, to me those
who stayed or join are being true to
what God called this church to be and
do. In my view, this church has always
been a strong voice for those in need of
respect, opportunities and a more just
world. It is a challenge and likely it will
continue to be so.
We adopted policies of positive change.
We voted and moved forward in prayer
and a commitment to what we dis-

cerned God was
calling us to be.
Even when many
had some reservations about our
abilities to raise the
money, devote
Jim Vollmer
the time and
energy, and worrying about over committing ourselves, we moved forward in
response to God’s call.
To do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly before your God (Micah
6:8) is what we see when walking out
the doors of the church to be servants of
God, in God’s world. To me, this is what
we are called to do.
I like the promise of God described in
Proverbs 16:3 which says “Commit your
work to the Lord and your plans will
succeed.”

Sue Beffel’s JPMT Co-chair statement
By Sue Beffel

concerns for the future of life on this
As Co-chair of the Environmental Justice planet through our creation care activities and awareness of how our activities
Group and member of JPMT steering
group I get to combine several passions: impact environmental justice.
It has been a joy to watch children and
adults discover new (and old) ways of
conserving energy through our Carbon
— as one who learned to shoot a hand- Footprint game! And connect with
gun when my baby daughter was threat- many others in the church who know so
ened by a violent criminal, but who has much about ecology and sustainability
and are willing to share!
not owned one since, I get to support
I look forward to cultivating our garden
gun violence prevention
— as one who supports fairness and jus- and planning trips to walk outdoors to
tice for all, I have opportunities to learn enjoy creation!
— as one who has lived overseas for
over 15 years, I get to support the issues
of refuges and immigrants

how I can be more fair and just.

and, as one who chose her college and
first job based on a love for the environment, I get to share that love and my
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Sue Beffel

Blessing of the pets May 5
at Reston Town Center
Time: 10 AM - 4 PM

Last year Kathy Schauer-Schmidt, Menda Ahart, Glen
Surabian and Diane Truman manned UCP’s Blessing of
the Animals booth.

Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Dorothy Aeschliman

Again last year two dog owners appreciated Rev.
Rosemary Welch‘s (right) blessing their two pets.

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP
website at www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the
Church Office at 703-620-3065 or
parishadmin@ucpreston.org

Eleanor Dickey

Darleen Marcini

Susan & Ben Erdman

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Dennis Derr

Edward Pelzner

Pamela William family
Richard Williams
Karen Young’s father

Walt Peterson

Barbara Zettlemoyer

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Gilberto Amaya

(Sandy Derr’s brother)

Kim Baum’s brother

Baby Flores
Lynn Franklin

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

Barb

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Olin Baughman
Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Lowell Ray Coleman

(Tammi Leathers’ father)

Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Kathy Dally
Barbara Dawkins &
Dalik Family

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friends)

Janette Dally

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Sarah Frances

(Sara McAlpine’s niece)

Norma Freeman

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert

Annabelle Hammer’s aunt

Monte Jabs

(Hyunsook Highland’s
sister-in-law)

Anne Lamar
(Rudiselles’ friend)

Rob Libero
Peggy Lint

(Beth Williams &

Lloyd Kinzer’s friend)

Lari Lopp

(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Pauline Pittman
Rob Reed

(Bob & Annette Reed’s son)

Sympathy

Suzanne Rudiselle
Janet Ruhan

Family of Ellen Graves on
her death, April 9.

Aaron Sawyer

Jo Frankllin and family on
Norm’s death April 17.

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)
(former manager of The Closet)

Gary Seddon
(Lesley Irminger’s uncle)
BJ Silvey
Carol Vanese
Jim Waugh
(Debby Bailey’s brother)

Grace Wang Yang
Kathy Webb

Glen Zora and family on
Kathy’s death April 9.
Friends (Bob Haley) and
family of Jeffrey Davidson.
Family and firends of Jim
Carson.
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MAY EVENTS
02, 09, 16, 23, and 30 MAY
WEDNESDAYS at UCP
Bible Study
Time: Every Wednesday 10 - 11:30 AM

12 MAY

SATURDAY at UCP
Justice and Inclusion Conference
Time: 9 AM - 4:30 PM

02 and 16 MAY

WEDNESDAYS at UCP
Study, Prayer and Fellowship
Time: 1st and 3rd Wednesday 11:30 AM - 2 PM

05 MAY

SATURDAY at UCP
Work Day
Time: 9-12 PM

14 MAY

MONDAY at UCP
Needle or Not
Time: Second Monday, Fourth Monday of the month, 10 AM
- 12:00 PM

19 MAY

SATURDAY at UCP
Men’s Breakfast

Blessing of the Animals at Reston Town Center
Time: 10 AM - 4 PM

Time: Third Saturday of the month, 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM

06 MAY

20 MAY

10 MAY

22 MAY

SUNDAY at UCP
Pentecost Sunday
Time: 10 AM One service only. No Sunday School or Godly
Play. Congregational Meeting. Picnic on the patio. Bring food.

SUNDAY at UCP
Rise Against Hunger
Time: 2 - 4 PM

THURSDAY
Project Linus
Time: Thursday, May 10, 2018, 11:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Location: Reston Library

TUESDAY at UCP
Women In The Spirit Book Club
Time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Practicing God’s Presence
Time: 2nd Thursday, 4th Thursday of the month, 7:30 PM 8:30 PM
Location: at UCP

W.I.T.S Book Club Summer
Selections
By Karen Skatoff
May 22 The Chilbury Ladies Choir by Jennifer Ryan
June 26 The Shadow of The Songbird by Ben Pogue
(order this from Amazon either new or used)
July 24 Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Aug 28 A Piece of The World by Christina Baker Kline
Dates are the meeting days at 7 pm at UCP
Happy reading.
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Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team, Pastors Emeriti, and Parish Staff
Co-Pastor: ------------------------------ Dr. Rev. Marcus L. Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation: -------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: ---------------------------------- Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: -----------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.
Administration: ------------- Katherine Hoing, Heidi Kharbanda,
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeping)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------- Jane Plum
Interim Director of Music Ministries:- ---------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: ----------------------- Seraphim, Misha Tumanov;
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman; Handbells - David Tiller; Total Praise
Dance - Beth Hetzler; UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: -------------------------------------------------Sonali Silva
Treasurer: ------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran
Parish Board and Program Ministry Council
Parish Board Co-Moderators: Jeff Smith, Rev. Beth Williams.
Members: Menda Ahart, Debbie Aschenbach, Art Banks,
Joan Braxton, Brenda Meyer and Anne Hochstrasser (Human
and Administrative Resources Council), Craig Palmer, Nancy
Vollmer, Judy Pew (Clerk)

Parish Ministries Council Co-Moderators: Nancy Vollmer,
Rev. Beth Williams. Members: TBD (Faith Formation Ministry), Kathy Kelley and Bob Haley (Missions Ministry), Jerry
Hebenstreit (Worship Ministry), Kathy Schauer-Schmidt (Witness Ministry). Eric Hochstrasser (Building & Grounds Team),
Penny Johnson (Fellowship Team), Sue Beffel/James Dean/Jim
Vollmer/Ashley Aschenbach/Leslie Irminger (Justice and Peace
MinistiryTeam), Claudia Stallings (Technology Team)
Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 am ---- Worship (Communion 1st Sunday of each month)
9:50 am ----------------------------------Sunday School for all Ages
11:00 am ----------------- Worship with Communion, Godly Play
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

Now on to the butterfly garden
By Sue Beffel, Co-Chair Environmental Justice
Lots of last year’s plants are up and doing well—some are
flowering already! We will want to weed and mulch and fill in
a few that didn’t make it through the winter—and the best day
to do most of that would be May 5, when the rest of UCP will
be spruced up! Who can help on the 5th? We want to get
started in the morning
Jobs involve preliminary weeding and identifying designated
plants so those helping on 5th will know what belongs and
what doesn’t. Anybody available to help, please come on
Wednesday May 2 noon to 1 PM.

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Super thanks to Jim Vollmer who showed up with gardening
tools and native plants for the butterfly garden! Thanks so
much.
Here’s a link to planting native plants in your gardens: https://
www.plantnovanatives.org

To order an Environmental Justice t-shirt go to
https://www.customink.com/g/grr0-00bd-e9s7.
Deadline May 4.
Delivery May 18 at the church office.

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, VA 20190
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www.ucpreston.org

United Christian Parish of Reston

16

