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UCP soon to meet new pastoral leaders
By Cheryl D. Fields

The Pastoral Nominating Committee
thanks all members of UCP who
participated in the last congregational
meeting during which we asked you
to expand our charge to allow for the
possibility of calling two co-pastors. The
motion passed resoundingly (79-20 with
one abstention), which set in motion the
final phase of our work.
Calling two co-pastors has essentially
doubled our work, though, so it is taking
a little longer than we’d planned to wrap
this up. We are now working with the
Finance Council, Human and Administrative Resources Council and the judicatories to crunch the numbers and put

together compensation packages that will
allow us to formally offer these pastors
the positions.
Once everything is in place, here is what
you can expect:
*An announcement of who we’re calling will be made via email and during
all three Sunday worship services (8:30
a.m., 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.). The announcements will be coordinated with
the pastor(s) to ensure we don’t preempt
their communication with their current
congregations. When announced, UCP
members will have access to their written
bios and links to an online portal where
you can listen to some of their sermons.

*Two weeks after the announcement, the
co-pastor(s) will be invited to an informal
Saturday reception here at UCP, where all
members are invited to meet them and
their respective families.
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summer begins at ucp
UCP Preschool Director
Jane Plum, retires
By Rev. Beth Williams

After 15 years on staff at the Parish, 14
of them as the director of the Preschool,
Jane Plum is retiring at the end of July.
She has been a gift to this congregation
as she has lived out her faith and her
commitment to God’s littlest children
each and every day. We have been so
blessed to have Jane lead UCP’s ministry to provide an affordable, quality
preschool education to the children of
our community. And we invite everyone
to help us honor her and celebrate her
ministry.
Tracie Lambakis, who has worked beside
her for many years says this about Jane.
Continued on p. 2
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June 17

begins one worship service at
10 am. Child care will be available. Sunday School classes will
resume after Labor Day.

Jane Plum
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Jane Plum
Continued from p. 1

“How do you describe JANE? The first word that comes to
my mind is irreplaceable. Jane is dedicated, compassionate,
understanding, patient, meticulous, joyful, empathetic, fighter,
welcoming, elegant, resourceful, thoughtful, energetic, loving,
funny, and professional. She is all these things and so much
more.
“On any given day she is known to shovel snow, vacuum,
clean up after a sick child, then rock them and read to them
for comfort until a parent arrives. She will sit with a troubled
parent, offer support, provide resources and give a hug. She
does this so that they know they are part of our school family. She leads chapel to teach children that God loves them,
she throws down mulch, fills our sandbox and helps cook our
french fries for french fry day.
“She takes the time to greet and call each child by name that
walks through our door in the morning. She does this so that
they know they are important, safe, loved, and a member of
our school family. She is a champion for our teachers in her
support and guidance. She breathes with us when we are sad,
anxious or angry. She brings us homemade chicken pot pie
when we are sick and always shows concern for our families.
She does this so that we know we are safe, loved and a part of
a school family.
Jane taught us the meaning of school family by her love for
all of us. We love her and will remember these things in our
hearts and, as always, we wish her well.”

Events Honoring Jane Plum
June 13,
from 5:30 – 7:00 pm (rain or shine)
Potluck picnic on the playground
for the preschool family and UCP

The church will provide a main dish, dessert, and drinks.
Please bring a side dish to share. RSVP to ucpreston@
ucpreston.org

July 22

at the 10 am worship service

there will be a time in worship to give thanks for her
ministry and to send her with our blessing upon her
retirement. There will be a special coffee hour following
the service.
Gifts in her honor can be made on tithely or place in
the offering. (On check made out to UCP, write “Jane’s
retirement” in the memo.)

Looking back on her 14 years as UCP Preschool Director
By Marilyn Silvey
Looking back at her 14 years as director, Jane Plum is proud of
several things, especially providing a high-quality early childhood experience, and including all children and families.
“The NAEYC standards were upgraded about the time I started
working here, and we had to grow and improve some things
to meet them, such as obtain more professional development
for our staff. Now we are both NAEYC accredited and state
licensed. We also participate in Virginia Quality and anxiously
await our rating after the recent observation. When United
Christian Parish participates in quality assurance programs like
NAEYC accreditation and Virginia Quality, higher quality becomes more of the norm for all programs in the community.”

“I began searching in 2005 for a program that could give
teachers the skills to help all children access the learning in a
classroom. Behavior problems can get in the way of everyone’s learning. When I heard Dr. Becky Bailey at a conference, her words she spoke to my heart. When other staff
members had a chance to learn from Dr. Bailey at conferences, through workshops and watching DVDs, we began the
Conscious Discipline journey. Many teachers at the preschool
worked to create our School Family.”

She also points to making sure the school accepts all children,
including those whose families cannot afford preschool, those
who do not speak English, and those with learning and behavior problems.
“We welcome everyone, including some children that other
schools would kick out. The expulsion rate of preschool
children is incredibly high. If a pattern of school failure is set
up when a child is young, it can follow him or her forever.
Including all children requires resources, primarily funds to
provide professional development for teachers and funds for
extra personnel when needed.”
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Preschool Director Jane Plum welcomes a
student.

United Christian Parish of Reston

A School Family
is a place where
Safety and Connection are the
building blocks
rather than
rules, rewards
and punishments. Conflict
is an opportunity to teach
rather than
something to be
avoided. The
staff members
Continued on p. 3

Continued from p. 2

work every day to notice without judgement so that they can help everyone be
successful.

classes. After losing her husband to cancer, she joined the Fairfax County Public
Schools adult education administrative
staff where the director was Ken Plum.
They married in 1990.

Jane’s journey with Conscious Discipline
has gone further as she realized she
wanted to share Conscious Discipline
beyond UCP. She attended the Advanced Institute and became a Certified
Instructor. She now provides training
at other schools and presents at conferences.

When teaching Early Childhood Careers
for high school students pursuing careers
in education, she operated a preschool
onsite, and that’s how she got into
preschool education. One of her greatest
joys was having one of those students
come teach at United Christian Parish
Preschool.
In the early 1990s, UCP
had two separate preschools, one for three
and four-year-olds, the
other for two year-olds,
that were run separately.
Jane was a member of
the church’s Christian
Education Committee
which worked with the
programs, which were
combined in 2003. That
year, she joined the staff,
and became the school
director in 2004.

Preschool Director Jane Plum tells a story.

Now, the school offers eight morning classes and has 105
students and 16 teachers. That is fewer
students than formerly, as there are
fewer children in Reston who are not
in full-day care, and there are more
preschools.

Jane says Americans have it backwards
not focusing on early education. Given
her wish, all children in our country
would have access to high quality early
care and education.
“This is a major problem in the United
States. In the 1980s, researchers learned
that the early years are when brain
development takes place. But we spend
money on education in inverse proportions: our universities are the most
expensive part, and we spend a few
pennies in comparison on infant and
pre-kindergarten education.”
She says that the UCP preschool, which
has a separate budget from the church
and transfers $18,000 annually for building expenses, seeks scholarship money
to help students.
“Our Missions Ministry gives $2000 a
year but that doesn’t even pay for one
child. I hope that more UCP members
will help with contributions.”
Jane, a native Virginian, became a teacher after graduating from Virginia Tech in
1973 with a BS in home economics and
taught at Mt. Vernon High School. After
two daughters were born, Jane switched
to teaching evening adult education

UCP’s connection with a preschool began when the church was new. The Reston Children’s Center met in the church
from 1967 until 1973, when it moved
to its own facility. UCP’s school was
opened in 1975 and known as the Child
Development Center. Jeanette Regan,
the wife of founding pastor Rev. Robert
Regan, was one of the first teachers.
There have always been ties between
the school and church members. Currently, four “UCP children” are enrolled
—Iris Grant, daughter of Jay Grant and
Geneva Youngberg; Caelen VenteauKoch, son of Suzanne and Brian; Theodore Wilson, son of Tiffany and Andrew
(and grandson of Craig Palmer and Ellen
Pierson), and Matthew Arrington, grandson of Joe and Thelma Cofie. Two longtime teachers who now substitute are
Sally Baughman and Paula Steinmann.
Jane says it definitely makes a difference
if a preschool is part of a church.

PNC
Continued from p. 1

*The following day (Sunday), the
nominee(s) will join us for worship at
UCP, where you’ll get a chance to hear
them preach.
*Immediately following that Sunday
worship service, a congregational meeting will be held during which you will be
invited to vote for the nominee(s).
The scope and sequence of this process
is dictated by the governance structure
UCP agreed to when it initiated the
call process. No one is more eager than
the PNC to share the good news about
who we’re calling, but we ask that you
continue to hold UCP and the two
pastors in prayer. Again, the timing of
the announcement will be driven by the
candidates’ prior commitments.
The PNC has been asked, repeatedly,
what will happen to Pastors Beth and
Marcus once the new co-pastors are
called. As we explained during the congregational meeting, both will continue
to serve in their current capacities until
their contracts expire. Pastor Beth is serving with us under a PCUSA Stated Supply contract, which is in place through
March 2019. Pastor Marcus is serving
under a Christian Church Disciples of
Christ Interim Clergy contract, which
will expire within a few months of the
new called-clergy positions being filled.
We are moving as fast as the process
will allow. The main reason we cannot
disclose the pastors’ names prematurely is
that, once made public, there are ramifications for the parishes where these clergy
are currently serving. So, please bear with
us. We’re almost there.
The UCP Pastoral Nominating
Committee (PNC)
Bob Pitulej, Brooke Nyren,
Cheryl Fields, Dennis Hodges,
Gerald Hebenstreit, Karen
Young, Lois McMahon, Roxane
Hughes, and Lee Schmidt
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Anti-Racism Training for
UCP Leaders
By Anne Hochstrasser
To help UCP grow into a more genuinely
welcoming, inclusive community, the
UCP Parish Board is inviting all church
lay leaders—Board, Parish Ministry,
Human and Administrative Resources
Council, Finance and Lay Leadership
Nominating Committee members—to
attend a special training session at UCP
on June 23-24.
Three training modules will be covered
in the day and a half event: Ins and Outs
of a Beloved Community, Understanding
Implicit Bias, and Deconstructing White
Privilege.
The training will be led by Rev. Michelle
Ledder, director of program ministry for
The United Methodist General Counsel on Religion and Race. An ordained
elder in the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, Rev. Ledder serves on the ministerial staff at Metropolitan AME Church

W.I.T.S Book Club
Summer Selections
By Karen Skatoff

in Washington, DC. She will preach
at UCP’s 10 am service on June 24 and
meet with members of our congregation
during the coffee hour.

June 26 The Shadow of The Songbird
by Ben Pogue

Training will begin with empowering the
leaders to facilitate change within our
church at the structural level. After leaders are trained, learning engagements will
be offered to all congregation members.
This transformative journey will create
a framework to increase inclusion and
equity as we live more faithfully into the
vision and mission of the United Christian Parish.

July 24 Born a Crime by Trevor Noah

(order this from Amazon either new or
used)
Aug 28 A Piece of The World by Christina Baker Kline
Dates are the meeting days at 7 pm at
UCP
Happy reading.

Times of the June sessions are 9 am to 4
pm on Saturday and noon to 4 pm on
Sunday. Lunch for attendees will be provided on both days. Church leaders are
asked to RSVP to Brenda Meyer (HARC
Chair) at brenda.ucpacct@gmail.com and
their Committee Chair by June 14.

Photo-Directory News
By Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
Our long-awaited UCP pictorial directory is nearly ready! Thanks to Kate Hoing,
Pastor Beth Williams, and Kathy Dally for
creating the activity pages. These were
sent to the photo company and we are
awaiting our first draft of the directory.
The Witness ministry paid for submitted
group photos. A UCP member paid for
all submitted individual photos.
Approximate Dates:
• The first of three drafts of the photodirectory will soon go to a UCP volunteer to create a database to verify
listed people’s contact information
• There will be an opportunity on three
Sundays for people to verify their
information listed in the directory
• After each of the three Sundays, the
draft directory will be sent back to the
photo company and we should have
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the revised copy back in seven days.
This will happen three times.
• People who do not update their info
at church will receive a call to ensure
their contact info is listed the way
they want. We need volunteers to
make the calls
• The goal is to distribute directories by
the end of July.
• Announcements regarding distribution will be made in the bulletin, on
the monitor, at church services
• Volunteers will also assist in the distribution of the directory likely in mid to
late July.
• Directories not picked up will be
mailed to families.
• Electronic copies will be available
two months after we receive our final
photo-directories. The electronic
copy is password protected and will
United Christian Parish of Reston

be updated for three years by UCP
Communication Director Kate Hoing.
All those listed in the new directory will
receive a new directory as well as attendees and members who were unable,
for whatever reason, to be in the directory at the time of publication. If they
wish, they can also be included in the
first electronic update. There will be one
copy available per family until we know
how many more, if any, that we need to
reorder.
We have two volunteer editors but need
more to speed up the process. Anyone
interested in assisting with editing needs
to contact me either via email:
Kathy.schauer1@gmail.com or by calling
my cell 703 585 2062.

Summertime and the living gets…playful
By Rev. Dr. Marcus L. Leathers
We welcome June, the season of summer, and all of the traditional festivities
of play associated with the warmth of
this glorious season. Many summers
and Father’s Days have passed since my
kids gave me the same answer for two
different questions. In June, at the close
of their school year, I asked them the
question, “What’s the best thing about
this summer?” Their answer was “It’s
hot! We’ll get to play—to wear summer
clothes and sandals. We’ll swim, go to
pool parties and to Bethany Beach.” In
August, after playing in the sun, working in the sun, and cookouts in the sun,
I would ask them a different question.
“What has been the worst thing about
this summer?” Their answer was, “It’s
hot!”
During my experiences as a pastor, even
parishioners, colleagues and churchgoers have had the same answers for
more than one question about the summer. I have asked the question, “What
is most enjoyable about your church life
in the summer?” The answer that I’ve
received is, “We have engaging ministries that have needed our attention!”
Later I asked members of this group, a
different question, “What has been most
challenging about your church life in
the summer?” Their answer has been
“We have engaging ministries that have
needed our attention!”
Certainly, my kids’ perspective of summer play or the lack thereof had different dynamics than those of colleagues
and church-goers. For my kids, depending upon the venue, the temperatures of
summer could impose limitations upon
their play. For my colleagues, congregations and other church-goers, their opportunities to play depended upon the
spaces they had created in their personal
lives (time and resources for vacations,
personal leave, etc.) as well as in the
church, such as worship, Vacation Bible
School, and fellowship groups.
During the summer, fluidity is a beautiful
characteristic describing the nature of
a healthy parish life. As individuals and
families shift in and out of parish life due

to lengthy vacations, internships, college
tours, gap years, and so on, often, the
texture experiences significant changes
because healthy parishioners are good at
what my late professor, Reverend Loren
Broadus, called “play.”
Play is an essential ingredient in a family.
It enables people to live through and
grow from harassing, hurtful, and hostile
experiences. Church people who cannot
play together cannot grow beyond their
differences. Without this magical quality,
congregations and synagogues diminish
to spiritual battlefields with people fighting over everything from the order of
worship to who decorates the fellowship
hall. Being unable to play is a sign of
an absence of a joyous spirit that unites
people.
The characteristics required to play
are those needed to worship. Ancient
religions designed their play into their
worship and celebrated a common spirit
through playful and awesome worship.
Play and worship combine to renew
people intellectually, emotionally, and
spiritually. Because these characteristics
are fundamental to the human spirit, a
few get-well-quick methods will not suddenly release people from compulsions,
frustrations, fears,
guilt-feelings, and
anxiety.

Rev. Leathers
creative worship, programs of discipleship and promotion of United Christian
Parish as the church that “welcomes all
people, just as Jesus did.”
Catherine and Loren Broadus, Play It’s not just
for kids!, (Waco, Texas: World Books,1987), 1718.
1

In the Summer Solstice, the programming as well as the
Sundays after Pentecost are opportunities for churches
to creatively communicate their vision of God’s reign
in the present world
as well as God’s
full reign which
we pray will come,
(Matthew 6:10)
through play. I am
looking forward to
the ministries and
programs of this
summer that will incorporate play into
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Summer in Reston means it’s
farmer’s market time for UCP

By Jerry Hebenstreit and Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
If they want to talk about UCP, that ‘s fine but we are not there
Again this summer, UCP volunteers will staff a table at the
Reston Farmer’s Market at Lake Anne Plaza. It’s a lot of fun to to give a sales pitch of any kind. People may want to know
where we are located and what denomination we are and may
meet new people, and we’ve actually had a number of guests
have other questions that we answer for them. We’ve found that
and new members come to us after meeting some of our volsharing our faith in casual conversations with strangers, who are
unteers at the market.
interested in us, without preaching, has been rewarding and fun.
UCP’s Farmer’s Market day is the first Saturday of the month
from 8 am to noon now through the first Saturday in September. Volunteers agree to work 2-hr shifts starting at 8 AM and
close at noon. A volunteer picks up the umbrella, table, chairs,
sign, cloth market bags and basic brochures, our business card,
and pens for set-up at the market to arrive at 7:30 AM. Someone takes down and brings the umbrella, table, sign, chairs,
and left over supplies back to UCP after the closing time of
12:00 noon.
Our goal is to be low key as we offer free reusable cloth bags
to people who pass by our stand. This is the first time that we
have used a reusable bag that has our name on it and we will
just have to see how those are accepted. Included in the bag
will be a brochure explaining a bit about UCP, our business
card and a pen with our church name and contact information
on it. We ask the recipients of the bags to use the bag as they
shop and to read a little bit about us. The pen is fun because it
has a flashlight on the end of it.

Our purposes for being in the Farmer’s Market are
 to practice outreach as we extend ourselves beyond our building into the community
 to demonstrate to the local communities that we share the
same concerns about the world as everyone else does
 to remind ourselves to step out into the world and outside
our comfort zones and to meet the world as we share our faith
through our actions
 to let the world know that Christians are ordinary people that
can be fun to meet and get to know
Reports from our volunteers have been that it’s a lot of fun. They
have met hundreds of really nice people (and I understand a rare
grouch), have gotten to know each other better and have generated a lot of interest in UCP.
You don’t need to know a lot about UCP beyond our location
and when we have our services. Sharing the brochure and the
business card enables people to find our website for additional
information. Volunteers wishing to support the Farmer’s Market
by either volunteering to set up or take down the display &/or
work for a two-hour 8-10, or 10-12 first Saturday morning shift,
may contact Jen & Ray Whitney using their email addresses.
Ray Whitney, rcwhitney3@gmail.com and Jennifer Whitney,
whitneyjenniferj@gmail.com. Claudia Stallings can also be contacted the end of June onward at claudia.stallings@verizon.net

One worship service survey
results to be a summer study
A high rate of response was received to the question of changing to
a single 10 am Sunday worship service or leaving the two present
services, according to Worship Chair Jerry Hebenstreit.

UCP members staffed the table at Lake Anne’s Farmer’s
Market in past summers.

6

“I got 133 replies with at least 500 comments,” he reported. “About
40% favored changing to a single service, about 30% supported the
present times, and the rest gave a variety of opinions. The Worship
Ministry will review and discuss all the responses and will make a decision over the summer. Our thanks to all who responded.”

United Christian Parish of Reston

Appreciaton for
blanket making
support
By Annabelle Hammer, Chapter Coordinator, Project Linus Fairfax County
I would like to thank the following UCP
members and friends for their latest support in making blankets: Sharon Greene,
Hyunsook Highland, Ginger Gotliffe,
Debbie Aschenbach, Nancy Vollmer,
Ruby Hamilton, Lois McMahon and
Anna Hayoz.
They helped us to meet a goal of 1200
blankets for Camp Good Grief at the
Crystal City Marriott, which took place
over Memorial Day Weekend. Attending the camp were the surviving children
of military personnel who died while in
the service of our country.
I will be having a blanket making event
at Herndon Friends (Quakers) on May
20 during a religious education class.

Training for UCP Immigrant Sanctuary
Ministry scheduled for June 2
By Steve Webb and Rev. Rosemary
Welch

UCP Sanctuary Handbook - Overview

We will hold another training (and discussion and learning) session on Saturday, June 2, 1:30-3 pm at UCP, rooms
113-114.

• Hosting team (being present when
guest(s) are here)

The meeting will focus on how to make
sanctuary hosting work well at UCP,
for the immigrant guest(s) and for the
church as a whole. Everyone planning
to volunteer with this ministry should
come, especially those who would be
volunteering as hosts (see below) and
those who were not able to be with us
on April 20.
If you are planning to come, or even
might come, please RSVP.
If you did not have a chance to RSVP,
you are still welcome.
Training Agenda June 2
Opening Prayer
Welcome and Introduction of participants
Sanctuary in NoVA – background context.
Quick tour of the hosting facility at UCP

Tasks for volunteers:

• Logistics – Food
• Logistics – other needs: bedding,
laundry, etc.
• Social – making guests feel welcome
and staying in touch with their family
and friends
Sign-up volunteers
Intake and legal status of guests, background checks, etc.
Security of doors – dealing with ICE, etc.
• Judicial Warrants vs. ICE admin orders
House Rules:
Host team
Guests
Keeping the building in good order
Keeping renters and other programs
separate from sanctuary
• Public relations -Not being “clandestine” What to say to press?
Closing Prayer

June 10 Health Kit Packing Party
By Kathy Kelley

Ruby Hamilton is cutting the 4 in.
fringe on a piece of fleece as she works
on a blanket for Project Linus, Fairfax
County Chapter.

On June 10, after the 11:00 oclock
service, we will pack the health kits for
delivery to the meeting of the Virginia
Annual Conference later that week.
At the conference, all of the kits from
United Methodist Churches in Virginia
are loaded into two semi-trailers to be
taken to the UMCOR distribution center
in Louisiana. From there, they travel

wherever they are needed in the US and
around the world.
Please watch the bulletin for items still
needed for the kits and bring them either
June 3 or 10.
Packing them is fun and all are welcome
to take part.
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The Missions Corner

Missions Ministry sets distribution project goals
By Annerieke Owen, Missions Ministry
1 Peter 4:10 - Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.
As promised in the May newsletter, the
following is about the Missions Ministry
projects supported by our congregation
and the many ways in which UCP is
making a difference.
The first project is “close to home”: support to Lake Anne Elementary School.
UCP Mentors and Volunteers
continue to make a difference
at Lake Anne School.

Updates by Fran McElvey
About five years ago UCP entered into a
partnership with Lake Anne Elementary
School and has formed a very special
bond. With money from anonymous
donations specifically for Lake Anne
school, UCP has been able to support
a school fund to help students in need
with field trips and lunches. Classroom
snacks have also been provided quarterly in every classroom for students who
don’t have any snacks. The snacks are
labeled “From your Friends at United
Christian Parish” and students have
expressed their thanks verbally and in
note cards to UCP. Sometimes the school
has made special requests for clothing,
(sweat pants or underpants) for students
who have accidents at school. The UCP
congregation has helped in providing
those items as well.

Besides this important support, volunteers from UCP take time out of their
schedules to mentor students, help in
classrooms and the library, and read with
students. The mentors and mentees often become very enduring relationships.
A mentor meets with their mentee for
30 minutes once a week to interact with
the mentee at lunchtime. This can make
the mentee feel special for perhaps the
first time all week. Reading Buddies
volunteer in the classrooms helping
students with their reading or math skills,
and some help in the library which is
always appreciated. (If you would like to
volunteer or be a mentor please contact
Fran at franmcelvey@verizon.net).
Another big commitment UCP has
with Lake
Anne School
is the Homework Club. On
Wednesday afternoons during
the school year,
a group of 12-14
students from LA walk to UCP to get
help with homework and enjoy delicious
snacks prepared by Debbie Aschenbach.
This “Homework Club” has become very
popular and there is a waiting list. A few
of the students have joined the UCP
Genesis Choir. Students have also received holiday gift bags, blankets made
by volunteers, and books from the Book
Fair at UCP. More volunteers are always
needed. If you can help out on Wednesdays from 3:45-4:45 pm please contact
Lloyd Kinzer at lwkinzer@gmail.com.

Many students may not be getting the
needed support at home. Work schedules and lack of English proficiency often
add to the problems facing parents and
the progress of their students. UCP is
reaching out to the community and Lake
Anne School by helping to support students academically and with friendship,
and provides a cultural and spiritual
experience as well.
The Congo Initiative
UCP also supports projects far away. The
Congo Initiative is one of them, administered by Global Ministries of the United
Church of Christ and the Disciples of
Christ. Global Ministries works directly
through missionaries or partner churches
in over 70 countries around the world,
of which 15 are on the African continent. One of these countries is The
Democratic Republic of Congo which
has been devastated by war. The Congo
Initiative is focused on direct missionary
support, education, microcredit, healthcare, access to water, peace building,
and sharing the Good News.
If you would like to read more about the
Congo Initiative you can go to: https://
www.globalministries.org/africa/ and
click on projects.
The financial donations and donations
of time and talents of the members of
our congregation are like “drops that
together form an ocean” and show the
various ways through which we serve.
THANK YOU!

Welcome UCP’s
new childcare
provider, Adama
Sillah
By Rev. Beth Williams
Adama Sillah works during the week at
Laurel Learning Center and will be working
along side Sonali in our nursery on Sunday
mornings. Please stop by and welcome her.
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Adama Sillah
United Christian Parish of Reston

Rise Against Hunger
packaged 20,000 meals
May 6. Thanks to all who
made this possible.

The Methodist call for ideas on
its revised social principles
By Rob Gehring
“And what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8
What Are the Social Principles? The
Social Principles … are a prayerful and
thoughtful effort on the part of the
United Methodist Church (UMC) General Conference to speak to the human
issues in the contemporary world from
a sound biblical and theological foundation as historically demonstrated in
United Methodist traditions. They are a
call to faithfulness and are intended to
be instructive and persuasive in the best
of the prophetic spirit. The Social Principles are a “call to all members of The
United Methodist Church to a prayerful,
studied dialogue of faith and practice”
(2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles Preface).
Why Now? The Social Principles were
last fully revised in 1972. Since that
time, numerous additions had been
made and wording had changed. All
of this had a resulted in a document in
need of comprehensive updating and inspired the 2012 General Conference, to
initiate a process to revise the principles.
What’s Happening? From 2012 to 2016
Church and Society conducted several
listening consultations across the connection. Questions were asked about
how the Social Principles are actually
practiced in a variety of places, including
in Africa, the Philippines, Europe, and
the United States, where The United
Methodist Church has members.

In 2016, The General Conference of The
UMC asked the Board to begin a revision process. The board suggested that a
new document address three goals – that
the revised Social Principles be 1) more
succinct, 2) theologically grounded, and
3) globally relevant.
The draft new declaration covers the
full range of social issues, including:
environment, family and gender, health
care, migration, government, economic
equity, human dignity, war and peace,
religious freedom, and many more. It is
divided into six sections: the Community
of All Creation, the Nurturing Community, the Social Community, the Political
Community, the Economic Community,
and the World Community.

What’s Next? What Can I Do? Now that
a draft is completed, United Methodists across the connection are invited to
weigh in and comment on the content.
You can read about the process and
download the full document at: https://
www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/socialprinciples-and-resolutions/social-principles-revision/social-principles-2020/
sp2020-english
From the same site, you can fill out the
survey and record your comments.
The deadline for submitting comments
is August 31, 2018. Your responses will
be collected and may influence the final
draft submitted to General Conference.

Celebrating 50 years
transforming the world
The United Methodist Church was officially formed on
April 23, 1968 with the unification of the Methodist
Church and Evangelical Brethren Church, along with
the dissolution of the Central Jurisdiction, a segregated
group of African American congregations.
In 1968 the merger of 10.3 million Methodist and
750,000 members of the EUB Church resulted in one of
the largest Protestant denominations in the world. Flags
from 63 countries testified to the breadth of the new
reality.
As we celebrate this anniversary through 2018, go to
ww.umcom.org/umc50 for the largest resources to help
you remember this important anniversary of UMC.
—Froim Virginia Advocate May 2018.
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Confirmands and Confirmation

Nine kids were in the confirmation class Back: Amy
McGowan, Arthur Haneline, Mandela Langhum, Evan
Melnick, and Eric Rippey. Front: Indira Langhum, Laura
Haneline, Micah Ahearn-Wood, and Tobey Ahearn-Wood.
Pastor Beth, far right, was their primary instructor. This is
the first time there were three sets of siblings in the class
(one of which was a set of twins).
God’s Call to UCP: A Series of Devotions

Church, Reborn
By Jeff Smith, Co-Board Moderator
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability. (Acts 2, 1-4)
Pentecost is the birthday of The Church. It’s also the birthday
of UCP. We just finished celebrating our 45th birthday. But is
it just one day a year? Did Pentecost happen just once?
Remember last month where I spoke about Confirmation
Retreat, and the look at the changing Church? In addition to
that, at Youth Group, we studied Saint Patrick, the first missionary to the world outside the Roman Empire. As I look at
that, and review Acts, the writings of Paul, St Augustine, St Patrick, the Reformation, and our own church’s foundation, I’m
struck by how often we, the Christian Faith, have been reborn.

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles— (Ephesians3:1)
And there I saw in the night the vision of a man, whose name
was Victoricus, coming as it were from Ireland, with countless
letters. And he gave me one of them, and I read the opening words of the letter, which were, `The voice of the Irish’;
and as I read the beginning of the letter I thought that at the
same moment I heard their voice---they were those beside the
Wood of Voclut, which is near the Western Sea---and thus did
they cry out as with one mouth: `We ask thee, boy, come and
walk among us once More.’ (St Patrick’s Confessio)
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These six were confirmed and joined the church. They are
Amy McGowan, Laura Haneline, Arthur Haneline, Evan
Melnick, Micah Ahearn-Wood and Eric Rippey.
Parents are Stephen Ahearn-Wood and Rachel Wood, Gary
and Marybeth Haneline, Cheryl Fields and Dwight Langhum,
John and Lorrie-Ann Melnick, Christy Hermansen and Rod
Rippey, and Janet and Will McGowan
Both Paul and Patrick extended the reach of the church - Paul
to the Gentiles in the Roman Empire, Patrick to the Gaels
outside the Roman Empire. In Luther and the Reformation,
we saw new questions and directions of Christianity. John
Wesley, founder of the Methodist church, took to the open air
when pulpits were closed to him. Each of them was willing to
talk about his faith, and how it mattered in the world around
them. Each of them felt called to “walk the walk”—in the case
of Paul and Patrick, literally walking to spread Christ’s message.
Each was also, in my mind, called to a unique way of spreading the Gospel. None of them had the sole way to reach out
to others. Instead, it was tailored to their audience and to who
they were – their strengths. Each was unique, charged by God
for a unique mission. Similarly, 45 years ago, God called on
our denominations to found UCP. We were a unique (at least
for this area) way to spread the Word, helping to create “God’s
Beloved Community.” How wonderful to continue the path
started by the Apostles, through Paul, Patrick, Luther, Wesley,
and all the others. We have a wonderful heritage to celebrate!

God almighty, you sent Your son to start
anew the call to us. You gave us prophets, evangelists, visionaries to bring Your
word to new generations. You called us
to be Your community. We thank you,
we call on you to help us continue this
journey. Help us to be who You called
us to be, creating your Vision for us.
Amen.

United Christian Parish of Reston

Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or parishadmin@ucpreston.org. Please let the
office know when a name can be removed from the list.

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Edward Pelzner

Sarah Frances

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

(Sara McAlpine’s niece)

Walt Peterson

Norma Freeman

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

Donald Gehring

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Patty Gehring

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Lowell Ray Coleman

Kennedy Gilbert
(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Corey

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Dorothy Aeschliman
Gilberto Amaya
Kim Baum’s brother

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Barb

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Jim Hall

(Tammi Leathers’ father)

Frances Hurley

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Conrad Kilinski
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Anne Lamar

Kathy Dally

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Janette Dally

Rob Libero
Darleen Marcini

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Kathleen Elder

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

David Plum

Grayson Reed

(Bob & Annette Reed’s grandson)

Rob Reed

(Bob & Annette Reed’s son)

Suzanne Rudiselle
Janet Ruhan

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Aaron Sawyer
(former manager of The Closet)

BJ Silvey
Racheal Simasek

(friend of Debbie Aschenbach)

Susan & Ben Erdman

Joe McGregor

Dennis Derr

(Karen Young’s father)

Carol Vanese

Harry McWilliams

Grace Wang Yang

(Sandy Derr’s brother)

Lynn Franklin

Richard Williams
Barbara Zettlemoyer
(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Pauline Pittman

(Rob Gehring’s brother)

Gloria Barber

Pamela William family

(Gerry Havran’s brother)

Kathy Webb

Sympathy

To Kevin Fletcher & family on
the death of his father
To Teresa Forbes & family
on the death of her father,
Kenneth Nugent, Sr., on April
14.
To Joan Braxton & family
on the death of her niece,
Simone Smith Braxton, on
May 19.
To Kristy Pullen & family on
the death of her mother,
Elenore Arnesen, on May 22
Debra Bailey and family on
the death of her brother, Jim
Waugh, in March
Sarah McAlpine and family
on the death of her mother
May 29

Congratulation to all our Graduates
Dora Ahearn-Wood – graduating from
South Lakes High school, plans to attend
Indiana University

Douglas Mott – receiving a MFA from
Wilson College (PA) (son of Rev. Suzanne
and Maurice Rudiselle)

Devin Degeneste – graduating from
Herndon High School, plans to attend
West Virginia University

Brooke Nyren – graduating from Northern Virginia Community College

Jocelyn “Josie” Gritton – graduating from
homeschool, will attend Hofstra University
Charlotte Lopp – graduated in Dec.
2017 from the University of San Francisco with a BS.
Alicia Malmberg – graduating from the
University of California Santa Cruz
Sara Millar – graduating from Drexel
University (PA)

Chris Plum—receiving an MBA in Hospitality from Virginia Tech (grandson of
Ken & Jane Plum)
Alexandra Reed – receiving an MS from
the University of Charleston, SC (granddaughter of Annette and Bob Reed)
Ayden Reed – graduating from Dixon
High School in Sneads Ferry, NC (granddaughter of Annette and Bob Reed)
Drew Silvey – graduating from the Chesterfield (VA) Police Academy (grandson
of BJ and Marilyn Silvey)

Garrett Stewart – graduating from the
College of William and Mary
Amy Verma
– receiving a
Masters Degree
(daughter of
Penny Johnson)
Zhiyi Joycee
Wang
– graduating
from South
Lakes High
School and
plans to attend
the University
of WisconsinMadison

11

Blessing of the Animals at Town
Center attracts 104 pet owners
.

by Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
The Blessing of the Animals event at the
Reston Town Center Pets’ Fiesta Festival
on May 5 was fun and truly productive.
Between 10 AM and 4 PM, 104 pet
owners had one or more pets blessed
by Pastors Rosemary Welch or Marcus
Leathers who worked in shifts. (That’s a
lot!)
After each blessing, pet owners were
given a blessing certificate for each
animal blessed and a cloth guest bag
to carry the certificate as well as information about St Frances of Assisi and
his appreciation and love of animals.
Included also in the bag was information
about UCP.
Pastor Rosemary Welch and UCP Communication Director Kate Hoing created
the blessing certificate. Each certificate
was signed by the pastor performing the
blessing and contained the name of the
owner and pet that was blessed. Volunteers added this information as well
as got the pet and owner information
on a color-coded sheet and provided a
matching color-coded number for the
pet owner to wear in the photo.
Photos were taken of the pastors, the
pets and the owners by photographers
Kasia Surabian and Diane Truman who
worked on site all day.
Diane Truman, Kasia Surabian, and I
together created the color-coded system
to match the photos to each pet owner
who signed up to have their animals
blessed. This system enabled us to send
photos to the pet owners and to make
additional owner contacts.
As part of that outreach, I am using that
color-coded system to send copies of the
photos with outreach letters to 104 pet
owners inviting the owners, their friends,
and their pets to mark their calendars
and plan to attend the Sept 30 Blessing
of the Animals event at UCP with a link
to our website.

12

In addition to the pastors and
photographers, volunteers included
Glenn Surabian who arrived with Kasia
at 8 am, Diane Truman, Lee Schmidt
and me. Other volunteers who worked
one or more two-hour shifts from 10 am
to 4 pm included Menda Ahart, Debbie
Aschenbach, John Melnick, Cheryl
Fields, Sharlan Starr, Jean Banks, Debby
Bailey, Jen Whitney, Sandra Richards,
Gerald Rankine-Galloway, and Jeff
Smith. Kate Hoing and Heidi Kharbanda
printed all the materials and Sheila
Allen assembled the first 70 bags at the
church.
Thanks to Kasia Surabian for designing
and sewing a beautiful huge fabric dog
and cat tablecloth for our booth and for
future Blessing of the Animals events.
After trying for nearly a decade to have
an outreach presence in Reston Town
Center, the Witness Ministry truly appreciates working with the nonprofit
organization, Good Dogz, to provide the
Blessing of the Animals at their Reston
Town Center Pets’ Fiesta Festival (first
Saturday in May) and at their Home for
the Holidays Festival (Nov 3 – first Saturday in Nov).

Although this black dog is as big as a
small bear, the gentle giant is by far the
biggest animal blessed at the Blessing
of the Animals. Pastor Marcus said that
she weighs 180 lbs.

Future volunteers are needed to assist as
well as take leadership roles in the outreach events on Sept 30 and Nov 3. Detailed records have been kept to make
this task easier and fun. Our volunteers
are truly treasured. The United Christian
Parish needs to support this increased
outreach into our local community to
help us to grow. Contact Diane Truman,
email diane.truman@comcast.net or the
UCP officeat 703-620-3065 to volunteer.
Diane Truman, Abby, and
Rev. Rosemary Welch

United Christian Parish of Reston

Blessing of the Animals
Continued from p 12

Back: John Melnick, Debbie Aschenbach, Cheryl Fields,
Glenn Surabian, Diane Truman, and Kasia Surabian.Front:
Kathy Schauer-Schmidt and Menda Ahart.
John and Meg Moore watched as Bernard is blessed.

Rev. Leathers, Glenn, Kasia, Colin Surabian and Moby
Dogs and more dogs. Jean Banks is behind Pastor
Marcus as he stoops to bless a pet. Tammi Leathers and
Lola are on the far right.

Next Blessing of the Animals
is Sept 30 at UCP.

Tammi, Max and Pastor Marcus Leathers with
Satchmo and Lola.

Volunteers and pets are needed.
Contact Diane Truman,
email, diane.truman@comcast.net,
or the UCP Office
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Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team, Pastors Emeriti, and Parish Staff
Co-Pastor: ------------------------------ Dr. Rev. Marcus L. Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation: -------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: ---------------------------------- Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: -----------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.
Administration: ------------- Katherine Hoing, Heidi Kharbanda,
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeping)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------- Jane Plum
Interim Director of Music Ministries:- ---------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: ----------------------- Seraphim, Misha Tumanov;
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman; Handbells - David Tiller; Total Praise
Dance - Beth Hetzler; UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ------------------------------ Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: ------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran
Parish Board and Program Ministry Council
Parish Board Co-Moderators: Jeff Smith, Rev. Beth Williams.
Members: Menda Ahart, Debbie Aschenbach, Art Banks,
Joan Braxton, Brenda Meyer and Anne Hochstrasser (Human
and Administrative Resources Council), Craig Palmer, Nancy
Vollmer, Judy Pew (Clerk)
Parish Ministries Council Co-Moderators: Nancy Vollmer,

Rev. Beth Williams. Members: TBD (Faith Formation Ministry), Kathy Kelley and Bob Haley (Missions Ministry), Jerry
Hebenstreit (Worship Ministry), Kathy Schauer-Schmidt (Witness Ministry). Eric Hochstrasser (Building & Grounds Team),
Penny Johnson (Fellowship Team), Sue Beffel/James Dean/Jim
Vollmer/Ashley Aschenbach/Leslie Irminger (Justice and Peace
MinistiryTeam), Claudia Stallings (Technology Team)
Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Sunday Worship Schedule June 3 and 10
8:30 am ---- Worship (Communion 1st Sunday of each month)
9:50 am ----------------------------------Sunday School for all Ages
11:00 am ----------------- Worship with Communion, Godly Play
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship
June 17 - Sept 2 10 am worship service. No Sunday School
or Godly Play.

Photos
from the
Justice and
Inclusion
Conference
held at UCP
May12.
(Photos
from James
Dean)

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.

Please join us for the first ever Reston Pride as we celebrate
our vibrant and important LGBTQ community. Reston Pride
will be held on the grounds of the Unitarian Universalist
Church in Reston. Mark your calendars for this exciting landmark event! June 2, 2-6 pm rain or shine.
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02 JUNE

SATURDAY at UCP
Sanctuary Training
Time: 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
SATURDAY at Unitarian Universalist Church in Reston
Reston Pride
Time: 2 PM - 6 PM

26 JUNE

TUESDAY at UCP
Women In The Spirit Book Club
Time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

03 JUNE

SUNDAY at UCP
Music from 17th Century Spain for Voice and Baroque Guitar

Time: 7:30 - 9 PM
Music from 17th
Century Spain
for Voice and
Baroque Guitar:
This Early Music
concert presents
songs of love,
devotion and
jealousy sung
in Spanish by
soprano Rachel
Elezi left,and played on baroque guitar by Annalisa Ewald,
right. The concert is free to attend. Donations accepted.

May 20 Pentecost picnic lunch was enjoyed by all. Thanks
once again to the Fellowship Team for all the extra touches.

UCP Board’s Report for May
By Jeff Smith, Co-Board Moderator
On May 21st, the Parish Board in its monthly meeting:

 Discussed with Pastoral Nominating Committee the way forward to a call
 Appointed Kathy Kelley as UCP’s representative to the United Methodist Church Virginia Annual Conference
Affirmed:
• Jerry Hebenstrait – Witness Chair for 2018-2019
• Kathy Kelley and Bob Haley – Mission Co-Chairs for 20182019
• Penny Johnson – Fellowship Chair for 2018-2019
• Eric Hochstrasser – Building and Grounds Chair for 20182019

 Approved tentative office space plans after Pastoral call.
 Approved upgrade of VOIP for UCP offices. This will improve our support, while reducing costs. The upgrade will
extend our current Vonage contract by about 14 months. IT
Team will use the time to look at alternatives to the current
contract, so we can obtain multiple bids.
 Approved Kristy Kim as new UCP Preschool administrator.
Due to the changeover of financial responsibility, an audit will
be done, per our by-laws.
 Received and agreed to fill out the UCP Preschool visioning
survey, to help prepare the preschool for hiring a new Preschool Director.

 Heard and approved plans for the Inclusion Training by Dr.
Ledder to the Board and Council. The training will be Sat 23
Jun and Sun 24 Jun. Dr. Ledder will preach on 24 Jun.
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United Christian Parish of Reston
11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, VA 20190
(703) 620-3065

www.ucpreston.org

W.I.T.S Book Club Summer
Selections
By Karen Skatoff

July 9-13

June 26 The Shadow of The Songbird by Ben Pogue

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
ages 4 – rising 4th graders • $10 a child (Max $25 per family)

Vacation Bible Adventure(VBA) 9:30 am – 4:30 pm
rising 5th and 6th graders • $25 a child (Max $50 per family)

By Suzanne Venteau-Koch
Step back in time and explore ancient Babylon with Daniel
and his friends! Register your child to join the adventure online at vbspro.events/p/ucpvbs. You may also register yourself
or your teen to volunteer!
Children age 4 - rising 4th graders will have a blast at VBS
with unique crafts, exciting games, tasty snacks, great music all
while learning about God’s love. VBS is 9:30 am – 12:30pm.
Rising 5th -6th graders will enjoy Vacation Bible Adventure,
which includes all the components of the morning program
with additional mission and service opportunities. VBA is 9:30
am - 4:30 pm. Questions? Contact Suzanne Venteau-Koch at
suzannegv@yahoo.com.

(order this from Amazon either new or used)
July 24 Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Aug 28 A Piece of The World by Christina Baker Kline
Dates are the meeting days at 7 pm at UCP
Happy reading.

Deadline
for the combined July/
August Parish Life
Newsletter is June 15.
The deadline for the
September issue will be
August 15.

United Christian Parish of Reston
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