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Does UCP’s soul
magnify the Lord
Consider the history of the Church
of the Epiphany
By Dr. Rev. Marcus L.
Leathers
In chapter one of her book The Practicing Congregation Diana Butler Bass shares
the transformative story of Church of the
Epiphany from one of the most powerful
mainline churches in the city of Washington, DC into one of the most empowered
churches in the District of Columbia.
Founded in 1842, Church of the Epiphany
was erected in downtown Washington, DC,
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The meanings of Epiphany
By Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Modern definitions:
a (1) : a usually sudden manifestation or
perception of the essential nature
or meaning of something
(2) : an intuitive grasp of reality through
something (such as an event) usually
simple and striking
(3) : an illuminating discovery, realization,
or disclosure
b : a revealing scene or moment
In biblical and church history the term is a
reference to the visit of the Magi as recounted in the second chapter of Matthew.
It was the first manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles. The Bethlehem birth of Jesus was
the fulfillment of the Jewish prophecy of a
messiah. The three wise men from the east
who were not Jewish saw the star and paid
homage to the baby who was the Lord to all
humankind.

However, the Biblical
Epiphany (capitalized
refers to the January 6
celebration of the Magi
visit) was more than a
surprise realization or
Rev. Kinzer
Rev
understanding. If it was the revelation
of Jesus Christ as Lord of all mankind, it
was also the declaration of the call of all
people to follow the teachings and calls
of the Son of God. The gifts of the Magi
were symbolic of the call for all of us to
share our gifts with those in need and to
be constantly aware of the troubles of the
world and that all fellow people are our
brothers and sisters for whom we must
care and serve.

Epiphany—a recurring
reminder that our Lord is
Christ to all and calls us
to serve all.
1

Church of Epiphany
Continued from p. 1

done what its name proclaims—found resolution that magnifies God! God’s magnification is embodied in the people its
ministry serves. Bass writes about the Church of the Epiphany
and its journey as a small church to survive amid a BIG church
culture.
Instead of simply grieving over the loss … Epiphany is finding new power—the power that can only be found when, as
promised, ‘one loses [her or] his life for [the sake of God’s
kingdom].’ Down the long, hard slide from the pinnacle of establishment prominence, Epiphany has discovered that cultural
marginalization, peeling paint, urban funkiness, global diversity, homeless congregants, and healing prayer are gifts from a
generous God.
A large portion of the hope for small churches in America is
discovering their place amid the life of the poor. At Epiphany,
its early worship consisted mainly of the homeless who are welcomed, who are fed the gospel and the Eucharist. Following
the early morning worship these very same homeless but loyal
attendees are welcomed to a room with tables and chairs, also
where they receive a warm and nutritious meal.
While growth is important, I have felt that smaller churches in
America have been unfairly judged. Certainly, every church
should have the capacity to attract new members and hold on
to those that are currently members. If a church can’t effectively accomplish these two tasks then there are specific issues
within that congregation needing to be resolved. Regarding mission and ministry, every church should be a growing
church! Yet, I do not think that every church is called to be a
Mega-church.
Every church is called to be faithful in excellence that magnifies
God! The church’s worship should offer those who attend it an
experience that is both empowering and encouraging in praise.
In this New Year, I look forward to working with so many of
you in many ministries of UCP that are transforming the ways
that we envision mission to glory of God.

UCP to host MLK, Jr.
Tribute
By Menda Ahart, Witness Ministry
UCP will be the host church for the annual Martin Luther King,
Jr. Tribute Program sponsored by the Capital Area Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) on Sunday, January 14, from 2 to 4
p.m.
This tribute, celebrated over ten years, will be especially significant as April 4, 2018 will mark the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. King. The theme is “Inspired by a Dream:
Where do we go from here?”
Addressing this theme during the worship service will be Rev.
Teresa Hord Owens, the General Minister and President of the
Christian
Church
(Disciples of
Christ) in the
United States
and Canada.
Youth and
young adults
will be a special focus of
the afternoon’s
program. Essays and art
submissions
have been
solicited for
recognition.
Young adults
and millennials will
Dr. Martin Luther King
Dr
King, Jr
Jr.
participate in
a panel discussion addressing what actions they would like to see
moving forward.
Dr. King said in speeches, “Let us build bridges not walls,” and
“Let justice roll down like rivers…..” Have we in these 50 years
progressed toward his dream?
As you know, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is one
of the four denominations that comprise our ecumenical parish.
So this is a wonderful opportunity for UCP to connect directly
with parishioners in other Christian churches in the DC metropolitan area, and with our national and regional officers. Let us
extend UCP hospitality!
Plan to join us as we reflect and act on the meaning of Dr. King’s
dream for equality and a beloved community today. Mark your
calendars!
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Congregational Meeting and
Church Conference Jan. 28
By Rev. Beth Williams
This year we will have the Methodist Church Conference and
a Congregational Meeting on January 28. There will be just
one worship service at 10:00 am with District Superintendent
Cathy Abbott preaching. (There will be no Sunday School that
day, but we will have a special pull out program for the younger
children during the service). Following the service there will be
a luncheon and then we will remain gathered around tables for
the conference and meeting.
The 2017 Annual Report will be available prior to the meeting
for you to review. Items of “business” at the meeting include:

“Applicants deemed by UCP-affiliated attorneys to be eligible
for relief from removal by immigration authorities—those
having still some options in the legal system to avoid or defer
deportation—will be eligible for sanctuary at UCP.”
There will be two opportunities in the week prior to the congregational meeting to meet with members of the board and the
task force to ask questions and to voice concerns.
Sunday, Jan 21 during the Sunday School hour,
9:50- 10:50 am
Thursday evening, Jan 25 at 7:30 pm a repeat session

1. Receiving the financial plan for 2018
2. Renewing Tom Lyons’ candidacy for the ministry
3. Hear the report of the Sanctuary Task Force’s results to the
board and voting on a motion from the board to amend the
wording of the Sanctuary Policy
The last item on the agenda includes amending the Sanctuary
wording to enable us to be available to those who are in need
of sanctuary. The motion is to change the wording from “…
To the extent practical, UCP will offer support, including its
facilities, food and shelter, to immigrants in imminent danger
of detention/deportation without due process” to:

HARC: Exploring social justice training—
Can you help?
By Anne Hochstrasser

Doing justice, seeking peace, and building community
are central to the identity of the United Christian Parish.
The Parish Board has asked HARC (Human and Administrative Resource Council) members to research training
resources that can help to focus and shape our leadership
team and our membership at large in the areas of race
relations, equality and authentic inclusion.
A HARC sub-committee has been formed to explore
training resources and we hope to benefit from the

expertise of UCP members and friends. The committee
will be researching training opportunities through our
four denominations but we are particularly interested in
learning of any programs that you have personally experienced that you believe could help us to reach of our
goal of growing and building a healthy church community. Please send any suggestions or recommendations
to me at adhochstrasser@gmail.com. I and my fellow
sub-committee members—Kristy Pullen, Ellen Pierson,
James Dean and Rev. Marcus Leathers—are looking
forward to learning from you.
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God’s Call to UCP: A Series of Devotions

It’s about trust
By Jeff Smith, Co-Board Moderator
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12)
If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing
be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would
the body be? (1 Corinthians 12:17-19)
Last month I talked about a Paraclete church. One of the issues
with a Paraclete church is the inability to say “no,” which leads
to the attempts to do things outside of their gifts. It also means
the church spreads itself too thin, becoming “jack of all trades,
master of none.” During one of the UMC training days, Tom
Berlin of Floris UMC was talking about churches and priorities. One of the things he said was, in essence, “Like individuals, each church is given unique gifts for a reason.” While we
are accepting of all, that doesn’t mean we’re the church for all.
Some people need a different church—and that’s OK. If we all
worshipped God in the same way, it would be boring. It also
means God doesn’t require us to solve all the world’s problems.
We should trust other churches to do their part in solving the
world’s problems.
One of the hardest lessons I learned was to trust. We have to
trust others to do their part. If we’re an eye, we need to trust

that those who are hands do the work of hands, while we do
the work of eyes. As a Scout leader, I learned I had to trust the
scouts. While deployed, I came to realize I couldn’t solve all the
problems. I had to count on others to solve their piece, and
accept that I would only do what I could. As a military leader,
I had to trust my fellow officers. I had to trust we had the same
goal—and that, however they did their job, it was for the same
goal. They might not do things the way I thought they should
be done, but that was OK. In the same vein, they trusted
me to do my job, in the best way I knew how. Similarly, both
within the church and as a church, we need to trust others to
do what God has called them to do, while we concentrate on
what God has called us to do.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
(2 Peter 3:8)
Another part is timing— we get wrapped up in “get it done,”
and think we have a problem that is the priority. We sometimes forget we don’t always see the whole picture. We forget
that we don’t operate on our time, but God’s time. Waiting is.
Relax. Recognize it’s OK to wait for someone else to get things
done. One reason our bylaws emphasize we use consensus for
decisions is to help us ensure we’re listening to God, not ourselves. For the same reason, we try to open and close meetings
with prayer. Are we perfect? No. But we must try to put God
before our own interests.

Lord, let me see what gifts you have given me.
Help me to use them for your glory. Help me to see
where I fit into your plan. Help me be patient and
trusting, knowing I’m only a part of your plan. Help
me to trust others to use the gifts you gave them,
that together we can do your will.

Wanted

Assistant Editor
for Parish Life Newsletter

New logo
By Art Banks
The Ecumenical Advisory Group is introducing this logo for
a series of brief interest items about our denominations and
related ecumenical and interfaith groups. Items are factual
statements typically limited to one or two sentences.
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For more information
contact Joellyn Kinzer
joellynkinzer@gmail.com or
703.860.1328.

Board Report

Healing a Paraclete Church
By Jeff Smith, Co-Board Moderator
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:3-4)
Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like
stars in the world. (Philippians 2:14-15)
As mentioned in the last Parish Life, on 28 November,
the UCP Board met in special session. The meeting was
to look at conflict in UCP, and how to handle conflicts
within the church. The Board heard from several people, looked at some current conflicts in the church, and
discussed ways ahead. The Board unanimously agreed
that managing church conflicts is a Board responsibility. The Board agreed to begin the process by receiving
leadership training on the issues, and tasked HARC to
work with our denominations regarding racial inclusion.
The Board decided to set up a Healthy Church program,
using resources from our four judicatories. The Board
tasked Pastor Beth and Pastor Marcus to reach out to our
denominations for resources to help UCP develop the
program.
So what is a “Healthy Church?” Conflict in a church is
inevitable, as we are people. How we handle conflict
is what matters. In fact, the right kind of conflict—if
it’s rooted in “What does God want?”—can be healthy.
A healthy church is one that has the ability to manage
conflicts in a Christian manner, working for God, not
themselves. It resolves unhealthy conflicts, and manages
healthy conflicts. Ken Sande of Peacemaker Ministries
said “The epitome of healthy conflict is when Christians
are falling over each other looking out for the other
person.” Paul wrote many of his letters to churches in
conflict, and offered much advice. Philippians 2 and 1
Corinthians are starting points.
At the 18 December meeting, the Board was given an
update on the efforts of the HARC subcommittee, which

is working with JPMT (Justice and Peace Ministry Team)
in looking at racial inclusion, and is working to define
resources not just from the judicatories, but from elsewhere. The Board also heard from Pastors Beth and
Marcus regarding our judicatories resources regarding
becoming a Healthy Church. One recommendation
from our judicatories was developing behavioral covenants. The Board decided to hold a special Board retreat
on 3 February to develop a behavioral covenant, as the
first step in developing a UCP Healthy Church program.
The Board has committed to establishing conflict management as a part of what UCP does. This is in keeping
with our being a Paraclete, or healing, church. The 3
February meeting is just a start. We are starting at the
Board level and will then be moving to the Ministries,
Teams, and Councils, and to our membership and those
who worship with us. Our pastors are continuing to
work with the judicatories on bringing resources to UCP
to help us develop a healthy church, able to resolve conflicts in a Christian manner.
Included in this process is understanding the conflicts
within the church. One other item from the 28 November meeting is to make the Board more accessible to
UCP’s members and attendees, so people can help us
understand the conflicts in the church. We are making
Board members available after each service, and we will
look for other ways to enable people to inform us of
issues in the church. We understand the need for UCP to
understand the conflicts within the church, because that
is the first step in addressing the conflicts.
This is not going to be a one time process. This is a
process of integrating these attitudes and skills into what
we do, so deeply it becomes an unthinking part of who
we are. In the long run, this will make us better at being
who we are—a healing church. Stay tuned for further
details on how we are going to live up to being a Paraclete church.

5

Becoming an advocate
“And what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God?” Micah
6:8
This column has explored a variety
of social justice issues—issues such as
criminal justice reform, Israel-Palestine,
the environment, economic inequality,
peacemaking, LBGTQI inclusiveness,
HIV-AIDS and more. Has discussion
of any of these issues inspired you to do
something about them? Maybe so but
you thought, what can I, just one person
do? Or maybe you want to do something to promote justice but are not sure
what issue you want to take on. This
month we will look at steps to becoming
an advocate.
1. Choose a cause. If you don’t already
know what social issue energizes you,
you might look first at the issues UCP’s
Justice and Peace Ministry Team is
working on—including environment,
sanctuary, inclusiveness (LBGTI, racial,
cross-cultural, language), gun violence,
and criminal justice reform. A review of
the daily news may also help you identify
your issue. All four of our denominations advocate on a wide range of issues.
Check their websites to see if there is one
that inspires you (http://disciples.org/
; http://www.umc.org/ ; http://www.
pcusa.org/; http://www.ucc.org/ ). If
you still aren’t sure try the questionnaire
at:
http://voices.mckinseyonsociety.com/
what-kind-of-social-advocate-are-you/
to help identify the issues that may
engage you.
2. Educate Yourself. Find organizations that are addressing your issue; visit
and read their web sites. Subscribe to
their newsletters. Attend public events
focused on learning about the issue. Try
to discern what changes are achievable
and learn the arguments in favor of those
changes. Study also the opposition, so
you can counter their views or seek compromise. Decide to start with something
small and achievable.
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By Rob Gehring
B

If you are interested
in the refugees, migrants
and displaced people, you may
want to attend Ecumenical Advocacy
Days (EAD) April 20-23 in Crystal City.
EAD is an annual event, supported by
our denominations, focusing each year
on a different issue. This year’s theme is
“A World Uprooted: Responding to Migrants, Refugees and Displaced People”.
More information is available at: https://
advocacydays.org/2018-a-world-uprooted/
3. Get Active. Once you have learned
about your issue find others to work
with. This may include others in UCP,
local issues groups or organizations, or
state and national organizations. Fairfax
County has many commissions working
on a variety of social issues and programs.
Check the county website, and if there
is one that interests you, contact your
Supervisor and let him or her know of
your interest.
Whether supporting the group or groups
you are working with, or on your own,
you may want to undertake any of the
following activities.
 Write letters to newspapers
 Write to legislators and public officials
 Meet with your legislators and get to
know them
 Speak out at public forums, town halls
and local hearings
 Respond to alerts you may receive from
organizations promoting your issue.
 Circulate or sign petitions.
 Organize forums on your issue.
 Volunteer for a local board or commission.
4. A Personal Note. The issue that has
energized me in recent years has been
criminal justice reform, and in particular
how our system of justice, with its focus
United Christian Parish of Reston

on incarceration and its institutionalized
discriminates against people of color, is
ineffective and costly, wastes lives, and
does little to address the needs of victims. Menda Ahart and I support JPMT
by working with a group of local faith
communities, the Interfaith Partners for
Justice (IPJ), to advocate locally and at
the state level for improvements in or
criminal justice system. I would love
to have others from UCP join us in the
work of IPJ.
5. Additional Resources.
http://www.ucc.org/justice_justicetraining
http://www.globalministries.org/
become_a_global_advocate
http://ctb.ku.edu/en/advocating-change

What Can I Do?
 Learn: Remote Area Medical at www.
ramusa.org
The Health Wagon at: www.thehealthwagon.org
United Methodist Church and United
Church of Christ positions on health
care.
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
what-is-the-united-methodist-churchsposition-on-health-care-reform
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
health-care-for-all-in-the-united-states
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
the-social-community
http://www.ucc.org/justice_health
 Advocate: With your Virginia Senator
and Delegate
 Donate: to RAM, The Health Wagon,
Virginia Interfaith Center (http://www.
virginiainterfaithcenter.org/ )

Hypothermia Update Environmental Justice—creation
By Eloise Williams, Hypothermia Volunteer
Coordinator
At our first dinner of the season, we served 19 guests, 7 of
whom were women. They were all appreciative of the hot meal
on a cold night. Bingo is very popular and we had some nice
prizes to award the winners.
Thank you for a great beginning to our lengthy program.
We need chefs, sous-chefs and servers for January.
January 4: Need cooks; Servers: Sue Beffel and Marty Jenkins
January 11. Need cooks and servers
January 18: Kathy Kelly and Penny Johnson cook, Millie Lyons
and Lari Lopp serve.
January 25: Debbie Aschenbach cooks; need sous-chef; Need
servers
Please reply to me at elrich518@comcast.net
@comca

care activities
By Sue Beffel

The Environmental Justice Group is planning a number of
activities that we believe can help members of UCP focus
on how we care for God’s creation. Many of these activities
dovetail with other plans for Lent.
January—Design UCP Environmental Justice T-shirts for later
activities in 2018.
January 21—Show the movie Inconvenient Sequel that came
out this year. See separate article. (Unfortunately, this conflicts with the Capitol Steps benefit for Cornerstones, but the
audiences are somewhat different, and we could schedule a
second film showing if desired.)
A few weeks after the film, during Lent, we will organize a
slide show of Inconvenient Sequel. These are beautiful slides
on the same scientific topics as the movie, narrated by a local
woman trained by Al Gore. This will provide an opportunity
for those who might have missed the movie, and for those
who saw it and had questions or comments.
Before and during Lent, we will provide “Energy Kids” handouts to add to the children’s packets, with explanations of
the relation between caring for the earth and caring for God.
We’re planning a number of exciting activities during Lent.
You can read about them in the February newsletter!

SOS is off to a good start

Toys collected for F.I.S.H. Christmas donations.

Support our Shelter (SOS) is off to a good start—Thank you
for your generous support of donated prizes that UCP shares
when we play BINGO with the Hypothermia Prevention
Shelter clients. These men and women are thrilled to receive
your donation of many warm items. Donations have also have
included handmade gloves by the Quilt ministry, and warm
winter hats knit by two members who made a commitment to
knit one each week, plus the Needle or Not group donations.
With a larger number of women than in the past, donations
of leggings, thermal shirts, scarves, weather-ready gloves and
warm socks are needed for women, as well as for the men.
Small flashlights, head lamps and $5-10 gift cards are great
prizes. Help keep our neighbors warm during the day by dropping your donations in the SOS Box in the narthex. Your UCP
volunteers will share them each Thursday!”
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“Making a Difference”—a Look at our Ministries

Worship Ministry
to identify the needs of upcoming

(Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a
series. We are asking the chairs of UCP’s
eight ministries to share why they accepted their positions and some of the
things they hope to accomplish.)

services, then make sure as many of
those needs are met as possible—ushers, communion stewards, liturgists,

By Jerry Hebenstreit, Worship Ministry
Chair

elders, musicians, slides, sound, flowers, banners, candles, and so on and so

Worship is the foundation of

on. Ministry members put out hymnals,

the church. It is central to what

move chairs, change the cross decora-

makes us a faith community.

tions, bring out the Christmas tree and

Lots of secular organizations

greens. Every week there is something

do what we do—help the

Jerry Hebenstreit

needy, teach the young, comfort the sick,
share the load with those around us. Worship is
what makes us different. Worship informs us and
strengthens us to do all the things we do.
I have been involved in all aspects of worship for
most of my 30+ years at UCP. I grew up Roman
Catholic. I was an Altar Boy (now a Server, I gather)
in grade school. I served as a song leader at mass
during college, both at my college and at my home
church. When I came to UCP, I laid low for a while,
but then got involved in the choir and being a liturgist and providing special music at times. And then
got to doing sound system and audio-visual work
and whatever else needed doing. I’m an elder and
love serving communion. So I guess I’m a “worship
junkie.” Being chair of the Worship Ministry is just
an extension of what I’ve been doing all along.
The Worship Ministry has overall responsibility for
seeing that worship services are supported. The
ministry members work with the ministerial team
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to be done.

The ministry also supports the long-term planning of
special services, like Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday,
Holy Thursday, Pentecost and Thanksgiving Eve.
And now ministry members are starting the process
of assessing where UCP is in its worship life and
identifying ways we might modify our worship to
be more meaningful, both to our members and our
guests.
The number of folks who do tasks that fall under
the Worship Ministry is probably about 90, but the
group who attend monthly meetings is very small
– 5 or 6 at most. You can be active in the Worship
Ministry and not feel obliged to attend meetings.
The actual doing of the worship tasks – now that’s
the fun part! It’s amazing to me how much deeper
the worship experience is when you are really active in it. You can just simply do a task, yes, but
sometimes the ‘why’ of the task makes you stop and
reflect and realize that you really are doing something vital to the life of the congregation.

United Christian Parish of Reston

JMPT team advocates labor justice
By Jim Vollmer

II. Quality Healthcare

The Labor Team of Justice and Peace
Ministry Team (JPMT) is working in the
community to gain advocates for workers
to expand pay and benefits. Please consider sharing the goals of the labor movement listed herein with your officials at
the local, state and federal levels. You will
find a listening ear in VA Delegate Ken
Plum, a member of our church who is
sympathetic with these goals in seeking
to bring justice to workers and people in
our local community in 2018.

All Virginians deserves access to quality, affordable healthcare. We call on
the General Assembly to: pass Medicaid Expansion to cover up to 400,000
Virginians, lower costs for all, create
30,000 jobs and bring $5 million back
to Virginia every day; invest in mental
health services.

I. Quality Jobs
All Virginians deserve access to a quality job with living wages and benefits.
We call on the General Assembly to: do
everything in their power to raise wages,
including raising the minimum wage to
$15 and index it to inflation; ensure that
all working Virginians have access to paid
leave, quality healthcare and retirement
benefits; remove unnecessary restrictions
on workers who want to unite together
in a union.

By Kathy Kelley
Each year this conference, sponsored by
the United Methodist Church, has proven to be a very helpful opportunity for
us to learn new ways of “being church”
and of telling the Good News to all.
This year it features a keynote speech
by one of the best known leaders in this
effort, Rev. Michael Slaughter, who is the
pastor of a large church in Ohio and the
author of a number of books.

III. Quality Home Care
All Virginians deserve access to quality
home care, and all home care providers
deserve quality jobs. We call on the General Assembly to: enact the Home Care
Bill of Rights; ensure quality home care
for older adults and people with disabilities; provide a living wage, paid sick days,
healthcare and overtime pay for home
care providers.

IV. Quality Public
Services
All Virginians deserve access to quality
public services in their community, and

Through the day, there will be many
workshop offerings on various subjects
related to best practices in coming
together to be a community of faith in
this changing world. How have others
approached the challenges which block
our ability to “tell the Good News to
the world” in ways the world can hear
and understand? What successes can we
learn from and bring to our life together
at UCP?

all public employees deserve quality jobs.
We call on the General Assembly to: fully
fund local public services; protect public
employee retirement benefits; ensure that
corporations pay their fair share in state
taxes for the public services they rely on.

V. Opportunities for
Working Families
All Virginians deserve the opportunity
for a brighter future. We call on the General Assembly to ensure working families
have access to: affordable, quality child
care; universal pre-K education; affordable, quality higher education; student
loan debt reform; clean air and drinking
water, and more.

VI. Democracy for All
All Virginians deserve the right to vote
and to fully participate in their democracy. We call on the General Assembly to:
pass automatic voting rights restoration;
repeal photo ID laws and other restrictions on the right to vote; allow for early
voting and same-day registration.

I encourage a large group of UCP members to attend and share with others who
are walking this same road. No one has
all the answers. Christians everywhere
are working together to better hear the
guidance of Holy Spirit in ways to move
forward. The cost for the day, which
includes lunch, is $50. You can register online via NOVAUMC.org. Please
contact me at Katkell400@comcast.net
if you would like to carpool to the site,
which is Christ Church in Fairfax Station.
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Prayer Requests

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website
at www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church
Office at 703-620-3065 or parishadmin@ucpreston.org

Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Barbara Bonner
Lowell Ray Coleman

Patty Gehring

Pauline Pittman

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

Kennedy Gilbert

Suzanne Rudiselle

Jan Gsellman

Janet Ruhan

Monte Jabs

(Tammi Leathers’ father)

(Hyunsook Highland’s sister-in-law)

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s daughter)

Corey

Rob Libero

Kathy Webb

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

James Livingston

Kathy Zora

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friends)

Elsa Nygard

Sympathy to

Susan & Ben Erdman

Edward Pelzner

Barbara Dawkins & Dalik Family

Sarah Frances

(Sara McAlpine’s niece)

Norma Freeman

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Walt Peterson

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

River Pew

(Judy & Doug’s grandson)

Jim & Nancy Vollmer on the death of
Jim’s Aunt Rose
the family of former UCP member
Rev. Frederick Lowry upon his death
on Dec. 26

Congratulations
To Mindy Kingsbury on the marriage of her daughter,
Kathryn, to Neil Molstad on Dec. 20

Baptism of Zuri Ver Esi Cudjoe, Gifty and Jacob Cudjoe, her
parents with Zuri and friend (unable to identify at publication)
in the center. Pastors Beth Williams and Marcus Leathers on
either side of her family.
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Save the Date

Vacation Bible School
Making plans for the summer, be sure to save the
dates of Vacation Bible School—July 9 - 13.
Children age 3—3rd grade are invited to
participate. There is a special all day program,
Vacation Bible Adventure for 4th-5th graders
which includes a mission component. Sixth

UCP Youth Ski Trip
January 26-29, 2018

graders and older can join in by helping with a
class or an activity.

By’Rev. Beth Williams

The Youth Ski Trip to Wisp is scheduled for a long weekend
(Fairfax County school holiday), departing from the church at
4:00 pm on Friday, Jan 26, skiing or snowboarding on Saturday and Sunday and returning by 3:00 pm Monday, Jan 29.
We have 12 youth spaces reserved and it will be on a first
come first serve basis.

Cost : $400 (including lift tickets and
rentals)* $325 (if you have your own
equipment)

Bible Explorers and helper, Anne Hochstrasser make
Christmas cookies.

Registration forms are available on the
Connections Wall.
Final balance and forms due January 21
Mandatory Ski Trip planning meeting
Sunday, Jan, 21 at 6 pm at the beginning of

Youth Group

*This cost includes transportation, lodging, and 7 meals.
Youth will need pocket money for snacks on the drive and
lunch at the ski resort. We do require that the youth wear
a helmet, so if they do not bring their own, an additional
$28 will be required to rent one. Scholarships are available;
please contact Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.org if you
need financial assistance.
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Keltish band to play at UCP
By Lois McMahon

made to be more... well,

Come join us Friday, January

“Keltish”!

19 at 7:30 pm at UCP to en-

This is part of our UCP

joy an evening of Irish music. concert series. A free will
The band, Keltish, is a Wam-

offering will be taken up

mie-nominated five-piece

to offset the cost of the eve-

band whose players have

ning. Bring your friends and

widely different musical

neighbors for a toe tapping

backgrounds, including jazz,

evening designed to bring

rock, blues, African, Latin

out the Irish in us all! Re-

and Middle Eastern, in addi-

freshments will follow the

tion to the underlying Celtic

concert.

sound that is their foundation.

W.I.T.S.Book
Group selections
through April
By Karen Skatoff
Following are the UCP Book Group
selections through April. Please contact me with questions at kskatoff@
hotmail.com.

Jan 23 The Nightingale

Keltish plays a mix of acous-

Kristin Hannah

by

tic and electric instruments,

Feb 27 The Sympathizer

and the tunes chosen are

Mar 27 Mister Owita’s
Guide to
Gardening by Carol

by Viet Thanh Nguyen

often traditional Celtic tunes
with a fun and tasteful mod-

Wall

Apr 24 The Aviator’s Wife

ern twist, or modern pieces
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by Melanie Benjamin
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An Inconvenient Sequel film to
be shown at UCP Jan. 21
By Kathy Kelley
You are invited to attend a free showing of the award-winning
documentary film “An Inconvenient Sequel: Speaking Truth
to Power” at UCP on Saturday, Jan. 21 at 6:30 pm.

See it at UCP
Sat., January 21
6:30 pm

The film, shown in theaters last year, was produced a decade
after “An Inconvenient Truth” brought climate change into the
spotlight in the United States. The new film deals with the
effects of climate change and actions which are needed to
prevent damaging changes to our environment.
The evening will be jointly sponsored by our Youth Group and
the Justice Ministry, and will be part of a series of opportunities for UCP members and friends to learn more about this
important subject. Are there ways we can be part of possible
solutions? Are we doing all we can in our homes? Is UCP doing its best to be sensitive to this issue and taking steps to be
environmentally responsible? Are there ways we can encourage our local and national leaders to take steps needed to
preserve the health of our climate?
The evening will be open to all and our neighbors will be
encouraged to attend. The more information we gain and
opinions we share the better, as we work to protect the health
of our planet. For more information, contact Sue Beffel at subeffel@gmail.com or Pastor Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.
org.

Sawyer, Jaemi, Darren Carkin and
Pastor Beth at Sawyer’s baptism
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JANUARY
ANUARY EVENTS
03 JAN

21 JAN

FISH Financial Workshop
Time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Location: UCP

An Inconvenient Sequel” film
Time: 6:30 PM
Location: UCP

08 JAN

Capitol Steps Benefit Performance
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Hyatt Regency Reston

SUNDAY
Meeting Opportunity with Board and Sanctuary Task Force
Time: 9:50 - 10:50 am
Location: UCP (see p. 3)

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY
Study, Prayer & Fellowship
Time: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Location: UCP

2ND AND 4TH MONDAYS
Needle or Not
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Location: UCP

23 JAN
TUESDAY
Women In The Spirit Book Club
Time: Fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Location: United Christian Parish

14 JAN
SUNDAY

Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute sponsored by the Capital Area
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Time: 2 - 4 PM
Location: UCP

19 JAN
FRIDAY
UCP concert series - Keltish Band
Time: 7:30
Location: UCP Sanctuary

20 JAN

SATURDAY
Men’s Breakfast.
Time: 8 am - 9:30 pm
Location: UCP Sanctuary
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25 JAN

THURSDAY
Meeting Opportunity with Board and Sanctuary Task Force
Time: 7:30 PM
Location: UCP (See p. 3)

26 - 29 JAN

FRIDAY - MONDAY
Youth Group Ski Trip to Wisp
Time: Friday 4:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Location: UCP Parking Lot (see p. 11)

28 JAN

SUNDAY
Church Conference and Congregational Meeting
Time: 10 AM Church Service only. Lunch afterwards then
conference and meeting
Location: UCP

United Christian Parish of Reston

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team, Pastors Emeriti, and Parish Staff
Co-Pastor: ------------------------------ Dr. Rev. Marcus L. Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation: -------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: ---------------------------------- Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: -----------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.
Administration: ------------- Katherine Hoing, Heidi Kharbanda,
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeping)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------- Jane Plum
Director of Music:- ----- -------------------------Richard Allen Roe
Organist/Pianist:- -----------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: ----------------------------Seraphim - Richard Roe;
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman; Handbells - David Tiller; Total Praise
Dance - Beth Hetzler; UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: -----------------------------Sonali Silva, Danene Vassal
Treasurer: ------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran
Parish Board and Program Ministry Council
Parish Board Co-Moderators: Jeff Smith, Rev. Beth Williams.
Members: Menda Ahart, Debbie Aschenbach, Art Banks, Joan
Braxton, Brenda Meyer, Craig Palmer, Nancy Vollmer, Judy
Pew (Clerk)

Parish Ministries Council Co-Moderators: Nancy Vollmer,
Rev. Beth Williams. Members: TBD (Missions), Jerry Hebenstreit (Worship), Eric Hochstrasser (Building & Grounds), TBD
(Faith Formation), Penny Johnson (Fellowship), Kathy SchauerSchmidt (Witness), Sue Beffel/James Dean/Jill Marmol/Jim
Vollmer, (Justice and Peace), Claudia Stallings (Technology)
Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 am ---- Worship (Communion 1st Sunday of each month)
9:50 am ----------------------------------Sunday School for all Ages
11:00 am ----------------- Worship with Communion, Godly Play
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish, Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the United
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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United Christian Parish of Reston
11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, VA 20190
(703) 620-3065

www.ucpreston.org

United Christian Parish of Reston
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