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Church vision

God’s beloved community on Earth—committed
to compassionate service, spiritual development,
inclusiveness and love.
—UCP’s Vision Statment
By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Our goal is for UCP is to be God’s beloved community on
earth—committed to compassionate service, spiritual development, inclusiveness, and love.
The vision of a congregation should be timeless, true to the
institutional identity defined as Christ’s Great Commission, and

Rev. Leathers tested to the point that its components are well refined. When
reading the vision statement of UCP, these criteria are quite apparent.
In the next four issues of Parish Life, I will offer a series emphasizing our vision—
ideally, it will offer reflections regarding the destination of our beloved community
through its vision. Among my goals is to present some creative thinking from other
contributors about the community that UCP’s vision is creating here in Northern
Virginia. The series is intended to invite conversations and questions, such as,
“How will the vision of UCP make the world better for those who journey with
us?”
I’m not a watcher of films that elicit fear, but I did give the movie Birdbox my

Church Conference
February 3, 10 am
worship service
Rev. Cathy Abbott will preach at the
single worship service at 10 am followed
by the church conference.
There will be no Sunday
School, but there will be a
special Godly Play for all
the children.
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Church
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Report
By Craig Palmer,
Lay Co-Moderator
God’s United Christian
Parish sings a hymn of
joy for the opportunity
Craig Palmer
to serve. We thank our ecumenical
partners for sharing our faith journey.
We invite neighbors to join our journey.
We welcome community and stranger
to share the bounty of God’s love. We
extend God’s love and care to people and
places of need. We offer our gifts of love,
our hands in service and our praise in
worship. Join us as we dance and sing our
way ahead to hymns we sang in the year
just passed.
The year ended with enthusiastic affirmation of UCP stewardship with pledges exceeding the 2019 stewardship campaign
goal. Praise be to God. Pledges are the
primary source of income for the UCP.
The Dec. 17 Board authorized formation
of an ad hoc committee to recommend
worship watch procedures based on a
template offered by the Fairfax County
Police Department.
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Church Conference Report
Continued from p.1

The UCP voted to call the Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers to serve
as co-pastor with the Rev. Elisabeth Williams. Pastor Marcus
was installed Sept 16 during joyous worship. The Board also
approved a new preschool director and a permanent director of
music ministry.
The congregation voted on April 30, 2017, for the UCP to
become a Sanctuary Church offering support, including church
facilities, food and shelter, to immigrants in imminent danger
of detention or deportation. The Board appointed a task force
to recommend criteria and process for accepting applicants for
sanctuary and in October 2017 the Board approved the Sanctuary Handbook drafted by the task force. As of Jan. 14, 2019, no
one has requested sanctuary nor has anyone been turned away.
An anti-racism and inclusion initiative launched last year in
response to an appeal from the congregation will continue with
leadership training March 2-3, 2019, by the Rev. Michelle
Ledder, director of program ministry for The United Methodist General Commission on Religion and Race. Rev. Ledder
offered a roadmap June 23-24, 2018, “to help UCP grow into a
more genuinely welcoming, inclusive community.”

Inclusion training
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator

The UCP Board will offer the next session of our anti-racism
and inclusion training Saturday March 2 and Sunday March 3.
This initiative began last year with an appeal from the congregation. Eleven members in a letter to the Board said, “Even
though some of our strongest and most respected members are
people of color, it’s becoming evident that decision making at
UCP often suffers from unconscious bias that does not include
their perspective.”
Many of the letter signers brought their ‘ask’ to the Board in
session: “To address this concern structurally we request that
UCP add an anti-racist and inclusion component to its leadership training for all clergy, Board members, staff and all other
lay leaders; that annual personnel and ministry reviews include
metrics to assess how well our leaders are growing in these areas,
and that we produce a best practices manual for all ministries
and committees to abide by. We are happy to assist in implementing this effort.”

UCP’s Justice & Peace Ministry Team hosts biennial conferences and other events throughout the year focused on social
and environmental justice. A full day conference Oct. 20, 2018,
focused on immigration, the #MeToo movement, inclusion on
college campuses, the politics of civility and social justice in
the community. Participants included George Mason University Arise students and the ADAMS Center Muslim Children’s
Chorus. The GMU campus ministry is among the many UCP
community partners described in reports that follow.

Leadership training began June 23-24, 2018 led by the Rev.
Michelle Ledder, director of program ministry for The United
Methodist General Commission on Religion and Race. Rev.
Ledder will return to lead a Saturday March 2 (9 am-4 pm) and
Sunday (12 pm-4 pm) workshop. Saturday morning will have
a short overview of the 2018 training session, building resilience to white fragility and an examination of “reverse” racism;
Saturday afternoon, Deconstructing white privilege; Sunday
afternoon: Next steps for UCP and developing smart goals to
include 3-10 completion dates spread over a one-year period,
some with quick and some with longer-term implementation.

The year ahead offers a measure of church health as we evaluate progress toward goals and objectives described at the 2018
church conference. The congregation will be asked to evaluate
progress toward our goals.

Annual Church Conference

We invite your attention to accompanying reports of bounteous
joy from your UCP Worship Ministry, Human Administration and Resources Council, Parish Ministry Council, Missions
Ministry, and Building and Grounds Team.
We note, too, our continuing apportionments discussion with
our United Methodist Church partner. Our prayers are with
you, partners extant and yet-to-join this journey of faith and
partners who would be if we but open our hearts and extend
our hands. Blessed be the ties that bind our hearts in
Christian love.

Continued from p.1

Rev. Abbott, our United Methodist District Superintendent,
will also facilitate the Church Conference meeting. During the
Conference, people will gather in small groups to discuss the
following:
• Describe a time in the last year when you feel your church
was its most fruitful and effective in serving others outside
of your church.
• How would you encourage people in our church to serve
people outside of our church?

Note: Ministry and Team reports can be found on on line.
Coretta Scott King, American author, activist, civil rights leader, and the wife
of Martin Luther King Jr., is quoted as saying, “The greatness of a community is
most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its members, a heart
of grace, and a soul generated by love.”
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UCP’s Vision
Continued from p.1

attention because this post-apocalyptic
film has become a recent cultural
phenomenon. Birdbox, starring Sandra
Bullock as Malorie, asserts the presence
of an unseen force that decimates
the population, whenever the force is
looked upon by naked eye or using a
lens. Blindfolded, Malorie and her young
children embark upon a dangerous
journey down a river in order to reach
the destination that will offer them
security from such an ominous force.
Blindfolded, but knowing that the river
was her pathway, Malorie rowed the
boat across the waves and waterfalls
toward her destination. Steering a small
boat down a lengthy river while blindfolded means that the other senses are
keenly focused. In the film, Malorie’s
character is an example showing that
when our senses (might I add our spiritual senses) are keenly focused, there is
no destination that we cannot reach.
Among the most important evaluations
of a vision statement is the guidance it
provides toward the desired destination. Working collaboratively, the vision
of UCP is intended to be a pathway for
you, the Parish Board, the co-pastors
and administrators, the four ministries
(Worship, Faith Formation, Missions and
Witness), four councils (Commonwealth
Trustees, Human and Administrative
Resources, Finance Council, Parish
Ministries) and five teams (Building and
Grounds, Communications, Fellowship,
Justice and Peace Ministry, and Technology), to arrive at a destination that has
realized fully its commitment to compassionate service, spiritual development,
inclusiveness and love, so that God is
pleased and God’s people are once
again whole.
In his sermon at UCP in September
2018, Regional Minister of the Christian
Church Capital Area Reverend Allen
Harris said this about the ongoing work
of UCP as an ecumenical house of worship:
“Uniting and maintaining unity is hard
work! And all those things that we wrap
ceremoniously around the subject of
unity, such as harmony, collaboration,
partnership, promised and vows, mutual

agreement, and compromise feel almost
impossible to attain, much less sustain.
And I don’t have to work hard at all
to bring to your minds the fact that by
almost anyone’s standards we are living
in one of the most divisive, contentious,
and polarized eras in human history.
It’s no wonder that the church has all
but given up on its call to seek the unity
of Christ in the face of this tsunami of
contentious rhetoric and discordant
behavior!”
In Birdbox, the significance of the
destination of safety for Malorie’s family
ordinarily would be considered wrongly
as a school for students who had a
weakness. The power of the narrative
is that this perceived weakness was the
strength of this community, and therefore made it the ark of safety for others.
It is a reminder of what Paul the apostle
had written about Christ’s church, “But

God chose the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise, God chose the weak things
of the world to shame the strong.” [1 Corinthians 1:27, NRSV]

The visioning for the United Christian
Parish has included personal and spiritual bravery of many devoted people.
Because of the tireless and courageous
work of those in both its past and present, UCP approaches the future with
a clear vision. “UCP is to be God’s beloved community on Earth.” What may
not be so clear is “How do we do it?” At
UCP, even this question doesn’t feel like
the gathering of some ominous storm
eliciting fear. God has blessed this parish
with people with the spirit of wisdom,
the spirit of counsel and strength, the
spirit of knowledge and reverence for
the work of the triune God. The vision
of UCP invites each one of us to work
with anticipation for God the next bold
manifestation of God’s promise, not with
anxiety for the next confusing politically
polarizing legislation.
At UCP, on a daily basis, servant leadership is exercised through commitment to
the “more excellent way” that Paul the
apostle described discipleship. Since the
first time that I read the vision and mission statements of UCP, I was impressed
with their clarity and the seamless
continuity. It isn’t perfect but in faithful
action, it is being practiced! I’m looking
forward to sharing more with you in this
series.

Changes to UCP
church closing
procedures
By Brenda Meyer, Chair HARC
A change has been made to the church
closing procedures due to inclement
weather. Previously the office only
closed when the Fairfax Government
was closed. It was felt that this was too
restrictive and put our staff on potentially
hazardous roads. The chair of HARC and
the ministerial team will make a final
decision on whether to open the office
or to close the office early based on road
conditions, the forecast and whether the
church parking lot and sidewalks have
been cleared. Staff will be working from
home during any closure.
When the office is closed due to inclement weather, all meetings are cancelled
until the following business day. If
you have plans to travel to UCP for a
meeting as a volunteer and the weather
is bad, please check the UCP website
(http://ucpreston.org/weather-updates/).
If you need to speak with someone on
staff or the pastors, please call the office
and leave a message. Your call will be
answered a quickly as possible. We
want everyone to be safe!

The Howard
Thurman Story
Tuesday, February 5, 6:30 PM, New
York Avenue Presbyterian Church
Premiere Showing of Backs Against
the Wall: The Howard Thurman Story
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Congressman John
Lewis, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr. and other
leaders in the Civil Rights Movement
speak throughout the film about
Thurman’s “spirit” being foundational.
Filmmaker Martin Doblmeier will participate in a panel discussion following
the movie. This FREE screening does
require a reservation. Learn more,

including ticket information.
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Spirituals and Gospels
added to UCP Music Ministry
By Rev. LaVerne Gill

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down
and there we wept, when we remembered
Zion on the willows there we hung up our
harps.
For our captors asked for songs and our
tormentors asked for mirth.
Saying :“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How could we sing the Lord’s song in a
foreign land? Psalm 137: 1-3
African Americans answered the question raised by the Israelites after their
Babylonian captivity. When they landed
on the shores of America and were
enslaved— deprived of their language,
freedom, drums, and religion—their
answer started with the Negro Spirituals and evolved into the African American Gospels—an indigenous religious
American music genre. The evolution of
the music follows the freedom path trod
by once enslaved Africans to current day
enfranchised African Americans.
As the UCP Gospel Choir—not its official name—is being launched in February, which is African American History
Month, I will attempt to summarize the
essence and evolution of this new addition to the United Christian Parish music
ministry.
The predecessor to Gospel is the Negro
Spiritual, which started as a subversive
art form coming from the groaning spirit
of people taken from a familiar land
on the other side of the vast Atlantic
Ocean, transported to another continent,
separated from the familiar and placed in
a foreign land. Sometimes referred to as
“work songs”, for the enslaved Africans,
these songs came from an internal spiritual hunger longing for freedom. It is no
wonder that the duality of the message of
Spirituals evolved from a Biblical foundation to lyrics yearning for liberation.
The Negro Spiritual, “Go Down Moses,”
for example, may have started out as a
reference to the Hebrew story, but to
the enslaved Africans, it was a symbol of
hope and a promise of freedom. The
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music eventually became illegal. Canaan
no longer was a reference to a biblical
promised land, but rather it was a symbol
of Canada, a destination on the Underground Railroad. “Wade in the Water”
was no longer a reference to Christian
baptism, but it was an instruction on
what to do in order to avoid the scent of
escaping slaves. The familiar drums of
Africa became contraband and singing
was eventually punished.
People of conscience and goodwill began
the abolitionist movement in America
and England creating an environment
undergirding a new consciousness. The
freedom and enlightenment in England
can truly be attributed in small measure
to the song “Amazing Grace” by a former
captain of a slave ship. In America, the
spiritual may not have played as major
a role in fostering a more enlightened
consciousness about freedom, but African
Americans held fast to the belief that
God heard their groans. For them, if
God could deliver Daniel, then God
could deliver them. Early enslaved Africans received spiritual sustenance from
the music. When freedom came after
the Civil War, the Spiritual became an
ambassador for America when the Fisk
Jubilee Singers sang spirituals before the
Queen of England and the White House.
Negroes were not enslaved then, but
they were not free either. Legal segregation and Jim Crow, lynchings and tenant
farming kept them from experiencing
the fruits of freedom. The Spirituals
were muted and a more secular music
emerged—the Blues. The Blues was
much more secular than religious. With
the Great Migration of Negroes from the
South to the Midwest and the North,
Negroes encountered new challenges and
created a new music known as Gospel.

Next: month: The African American
embraces the story of the good news —the
Gospel.
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New Year’s resolutions
By Richard Williams

Did you make a resolution to volunteer more in 2019? If you did, please
consider volunteering at The Closet,
a faith-based nonprofit thrift shop in
Herndon that annually gives away nearly
$50,000 in clothing and necessities to
social service agency-referred clients. In
addition, The Closet has donated more
than $3 million to the community in the
form of grants and scholarships since its
founding in 1974. Donations to local
organizations included Cornerstones,
Herndon-Reston FISH, Helping Hungry
Kids, LINK, and UCP, just to name a few.
A few hours of your time will help a lot
of people. Here are just a few reasons
why volunteers say they enjoy giving
their time to The Closet:
• I love meeting ALL the members of
our community.
• To represent my church, give back
to my community, and meet new
friends.
• There is a sense of family among staff,
volunteers, and clients.
• Great quality and bargains.
• It’s fun.
Won’t you join the fun? Please contact
Barbara Schell, Annette Reed, or contact
The Closet directly 703-437-7652;
TheClosetInc@verizon.net). Volunteer
opportunities are not limited to your
congregation’s assigned dates. High
School students can receive volunteer
hours for school or other extracurricular
credit. Since The Closet is open Monday
and Thursday evenings, there are volunteer opportunities for them in addition
to Saturday.
If you don’t have the time to volunteer
in 2019, please support The Closet by
shopping and donating gently used
items. See The Closet’s website ( http://
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/donategoods/#howtodonate) for shop and donation hours and what items we accept.
Thank you for your support of The
Closet and its ministry.

Year-end report on UCP giving
in 2018
The Missions Ministry Budget Expenses—Where the UCP Missions Money Goes

By Bob Haley
It’s the job of UCP’s Missions Ministry to help meet the needs
of God’s most vulnerable people, as Christ indicates in Matthew 25:40. Missions has taken those words, “Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me,” and Missions has made this the
foundation of our efforts.
The Missions Ministry goals are to focus efforts on reducing
hunger, providing clean water, sheltering the homeless, providing clothing, supporting health and medical needs, supporting education and learning programs for children and youth,
facilitating employment for low income people, and responding
to requests/needs in crisis situations. Wherever possible, the
ministry works to create hands-on missions opportunities and
to encourage participation by all UCP members.
The Ministry is financially supported by UCP’s long standing policy of allocating 10 percent of annual pledge income to
missions. For 2018, the UCP Board set the Missions budget at
$45,000. With this generous amount we were pleased to be able
to support the neediest across the focus areas noted above. The
Ministry seeks significant new local areas of need where handson efforts can play a significant role. We are always open to
developing relationships with new organizations; especially if a
leader for the effort steps forward along with volunteer support.
The table below shows how the 2018 Missions budgeted funds
were distributed. It does not include contributions from those
in the congregation who wish to support specific organizations. This special designated giving adds substantially to overall
Missions contributions, where the total presents a truly impressive picture of the generosity of our congregation. We plan to
do a follow-up article on designated giving next month. UCP
also conducted various fund raising efforts such as the craft
fair, bake sales, and a chili cook-off to raise funds for various
projects.
We use a guide to allocate our giving as follows: 60% local/
national, 30% international, and 10% discretionary or emergency. These weights have been used for several years and were
reaffirmed through a congregational survey that Missions
conducted in 2013.
The table below shows how the Missions budget was distributed
in 2018. Note that the table does not show the thousands of
hours UCP members volunteered in a range of needy organizations, including many of those listed in the table.

2018 Missions Budget Expenditures
(Designated Giving will be covered next month)

Local/NaƟonal
Arise (United College Ministries of NOVA)

$2,250

Cornerstones (includes Rucker Shelter, meals, & Homeless
Walk)
$2,000
Centerville Labor Center

$4,500

FISH

$4,000

Grace Inside

$1,000

Hypothermia Shelter

$1,000

Hurricane Relief – Puerto Rico & Virgin Islands

$5,500

Just Neighbors

$4,000

UCP Preschool Scholarship Fund
Total – Local

$2,750
$27,000

InternaƟonal
Congo – Global Ministries Congo IniƟaƟve

$1,000

Caribbean IniƟaƟve

$2,000

Doctors without Borders

$1,746

HaiƟ – House of Hope

$1,000

InternaƟonal Disaster Relief

$3,000

Rohinga Relief

$2,500

Syria (NESSL)

$2,000

UMC Health Kits

$254

Total – International

$13,500

DiscreƟonary – (Emergency and Other)
Arise (United College Ministries of NOVA)

$650

Disaster Events

$2,000

Mexican Border Support

$1,850

Total Discretionary

$4,500

Grand Total

$45,000

If you have questions or suggestions about UCP Mission’s programs or spending, please contact Bob Haley, 703-716-2339
or haleyr@sprintmail.com or one of our Missions Ministry
participants. Our Missions Ministry meetings, normally held
monthly, are open to all. Regardless of your experience, we welcome your participation in this exciting ministry of giving.
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Combatting human trafficking—
slavery in the 21st Century
By Rob Gehring
Is not this the kind of fasting I have
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set
the oppressed free and break every yoke?
Isaiah 58: 6
According to the United Church of
Christ, an estimated 24.9 million people
were in modern slavery in 2016, and
this number does not include an estimated 15.4 million that were forced into
marriage. Human trafficking is a global
threat that touches nearly every corner of
the world, including the United States.
Traffickers prey on vulnerable people
and force them into labor, and/or exploit
them into commercial sexual enterprises.
In the U.S., undocumented immigrants
crossing the border are among those most
susceptible to modern slavery, as traffickers use their lack of legal status as a tool
to manipulate and coerce.
Human Trafficking Defined

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act
of 2000, as amended (TVPA), defines
“severe forms of trafficking in persons” as:
 sex trafficking in which a commercial
sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced
to perform such an act has not attained
18 years of age; or
 the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the
use of force, fraud, or coercion for the
purpose of subjection to involuntary
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or
slavery.
A victim need not be physically transported from one location to another for
the crime to fall within this definition.
Trafficking in persons is a crime in law, a
crime against humanity and ultimately a
sin. Human trafficking denies the values
of human life, exposes victims to serious
health risks, endangers the mental wellbeing of victims and impedes the ability
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of victims to reach their full God-given
potential.
The enormity of the problem necessitates
the development of a unified, comprehensive response from world leaders to
collectively address a crime that defies
all borders. But despite its global reach,
human trafficking takes place locally— in
a favorite nail salon or restaurant; in a
neighborhood home or popular hotel; on
a city street or rural farm. Local communities face the realities and consequences
of modern slavery, including weakened
rule of law, strained public health systems, and decreased economic development, while traffickers profit from the
exploitation of others.
Thus national governments cannot
combat trafficking. Their efforts are more
effectively realized in partnership with
the communities that face it, including
local authorities, NGOs and advocates,
and individual community members who
are often the eyes, ears, and hearts of the
places they call home. After all, traffickers exploit the political, social, economic,
and cultural contours of local communities, often in ways that would be hard to
address fully from a distance.
Making It Real—Trafficking in
the United States

 When Raul was in high school in the
Dominican Republic, he jumped at the
opportunity to go to the United States

to continue his education. A family
friend offered to be his sponsor and
hire Raul in his restaurant while Raul
attended school. Shortly after Raul arrived in the United States and began attending the local high school, his sponsor pulled him out of classes and forced
him to work in his restaurant full-time
for less than $1 an hour. The sponsor
withheld Raul’s passport, threatened
him, and sexually abused him. Raul was
forced to live in filthy conditions in the
restaurant. After an anonymous call to
the national hotline, law enforcement
officials raided the restaurant and arrested Raul’s sponsor.
 When Taylor was 16 years old, she met
some older men at the local mall. One
of the men started taking Taylor on
dates and buying her clothes and meals.
Not long after they started dating, he
coerced Taylor into sex trafficking,
convincing her that if she complied,
she would never need to rely on anyone
ever again. At 17 years old, Taylor was
forced to make at least $1,000 per day.
Eventually, Taylor’s traffickers forced
her to take on a different role where she
was in charge of recruiting more teenagers to be exploited in commercial sex.
Most of the money went to her traffickers. To keep her under their control,
Taylor’s traffickers threatened her family who lived nearby.
Continued on p. 7
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Answering God’s Call
Continued from p.6

As Christians, we believe that every human being is created in the image and
likeness of the divine Creator, of God.
The kingdom of God among us requires
us to provide protection for those most
vulnerable and to seek conditions which
support wholeness and health for everyone.

What Can I Do?
Learn:

 Read more about trafficking in persons
and the State Department’s annual report at https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/
tiprpt/2018/ … and
 our denominations’ views at http://
www.ucc.org/justice_womens-issues_
human-trafficking (UCC), https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/humantrafficking/ (Presbyterian); https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
human-trafficking (Methodist); https://
www.disciples.org (search “trafficking”)
(Disciples)
Act:

Consider supporting one of the following
organizations that are involved in fighting human trafficking: Alliance to End
Slavery and Trafficking (ATEST), Coalition of Immokalee Workers, Free the
Slaves, Freedom Network USA, Know
the Chain, National Human Trafficking
Resource Center, Not for Sale Campaign,
Polaris Project, Slavery Footprint
References:

http://www.ucc.org/justice_womensissues_human-trafficking, and Trafficking
in Persons Report, US Dept of State,
June 2018
https://www.globalministries.org/human_trafficking

***THANK YOU *** THANK YOU ***
By Annerieke Owen
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you. Luke 6-38 NIV
The Mission Ministry would like to start the year 2019 by sharing a sample of the
many thank you letters UCP received for the gifts of money and time our congregation has so freely and generously donated last year. It is complimentary to the Mission’s 2018 budget article by Bob Hailey, also published in this newsletter.
A booklet from the Kindergarten class of Lake Anne Elementary School with drawings, as a thank you for the snacks that UCP provides all during the school year for
kids who do not bring any.
A poster showing a family thankful for clean water to drink.
A letter from the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR): “Through your
gift you are helping survivors of human trafficking, fund health and development
projects, alleviate hunger and poverty.”
A letter from the Presbyterian Church USA: “Your congregation’s gifts make a difference in the lives of people around the corner and around the world.”
From the United Church of Christ: “Thank you for being inspired by God’s grace for
partnering with us in loving our neighbors and building a just world for all”.
A letter from Just Neighbors: ”Your gift changes the lives of our immigrant and refugee neighbors, by providing the opportunity to work & support their families.”
From Herndon-Reston FISH: “Your donation has made a huge difference in the lives
of our most vulnerable neighbors and their children.”
A letter from the Centreville Immigration Forum: “From skills training classes to
recovery of stolen wages, to the daily job search program your support makes our
programs possible.”
Cornerstone’s CEO writes: “Thank you for your donations to the food pantry, and all
the other support you give to make integrated care for the people in our community
possible.”
A card from GRACE INSIDE: “Your gift will keep chaplain support a reality in our
Virginian prisons and will make a difference in the hearts and minds of the incarcerated who are turning their lives to Jesus Christ.”
May God continue to bless UCP’s efforts to be a “light in the world.”
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Get to know UCP’s admin team
By Anne Hochstrasser, Human and Administrative Resources Council
Kate Hoing

Micaela Hanney Bookkeeper

Kate Hoing was hired
in March 2017 into
Micaela Hanney was
the full time Parish
hired in March 2017
Communications
and works two mornand Administration
ings a week. Micaela
Director position.
is responsible for UCP
This position was
financial operations
previously known
and serves as the Adas the Parish Administrator for banking
ministrator but the
issues.
title was changed to
Micaela receives all
reflect new duties
invoices, verifies that
and responsibilities.
they are appropriPreviously, volunteers
ate and then makes
were helping with
payments, writing and
the Communications From left, Kate Hoing, Communications and Administration Director; Heidi signing checks.
function but the job Kharbanda, Administrative Assistant; Micaela Hanney, Bookkeeper.
Micaela manages ADP
kept growing and HARC needed to reassign duties to allow
payroll
services
and
processes
bi-monthly
payroll.
UCP to respond to the increased demand for web content.
Micaela tracks weekly contributions and provides weekly,
Kate is responsible for all Internal and External UCP Communications which includes the Parish website, social media sites, monthly and annual reports to the UCP Treasurer and Finance
Chair.
weekly emails, posters, banners, updated weekly Narthex
signage boards, etc. Kate is the central collection point for the
many weekly updates, Faith Formation information, monthly
newsletter, worship schedule, annual and seasonal activities
and events, etc.
UCP now has a strong digital presence and we are getting
compliments from the community who are finding our Parish
through the new and improved website.
In addition to Communications work, Kate is responsible for
Office Operations and Facilities, and she works closely with
office staff to ensure that all office functions are managed in a
smooth and efficient manner.
Heidi Kharbanda - Administrative Assistant
Heidi Kharbanda began working part time for UCP in July
2015. Heidi’s primary responsibilities include Office Operations and Publications Assistance.
Heidi is the friendly voice answering UCP phone calls. She
assists with day to day scheduling, greeting and directing visitors, and managing calendar requests using the Church Data
Management system (CDM).
Heidi is responsible for publishing the weekly bulletin, Communion liturgy and children’s bulletins.
Heidi is well known for her editing abilities, and she provides
project assistance as needed to Ministerial team and congregation members.
Heidi is working on getting her notary commission and hopes
to be able to provide this service in the next couple of months.

Rhonda Savage - Membership Secretary
Rhonda began working approximately 8
hours a month for UCP in July 2018 in
the role of Parish Membership Secretary.
Rhonda’s position was created to manage
membership records. Previous attempts to
coordinate this work with volunteers were
not successful.
Rhonda is responsible for maintaining
records of all UCP members and providing
monthly membership reports to the Board.
Rhonda also assists in preparing an annual
report for all four denominations.

How can I help office staff accomplish their
goals?
As office staff are busy attempting to complete daily tasks that
have firm deadlines, it would be helpful if members emailed
or called staff to set up appointments if they need special assistance with projects, articles, etc.
The office is open Monday - Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM.
Kate is in the office Monday - Friday.
kate@ucpreston.org
Heidi works varying hours Tuesday - Friday.
heidi@ucpreston.org
Micaela is in the office on Tuesday & Friday mornings.
bookkeeper@ucpreston.org
Rhonda’s hours are flexible.
membership@ucpreston.org
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Rhonda Savage,
Membership
Secretary

United Christian Parish of Reston

Positive digital media trends in 2018
By Kate Hoing, Parish Communications and Admin Director
The UCP digital presence is thriving and plays an important
role in spreading the good news about UCP and the love of
Christ. In 2018, we became an active online community with
a significant social media presence particularly with a new
website and improved Facebook page.
Google Analytics is a service which webmasters use to ascertain pertinent statistics about their website. For example, we
can learn what pages were visited the most, how frequently
our site is viewed, etc. Some statistics are particularly noteworthy and demonstrate a strong increase in UCP online presence.
We are excited that the number of Facebook Page “likes”
increased from 332 to 369 in 2018. Google Analytics also
reports the following activity during the past year:
• 44,489 page views
• 8,660 users (unique visitors)
• 13,831 sessions (the
number of visits in
which users were
actively engaged)
Analytics will continue
to be utilized so that
we may be a strong
witness in the community and we can most
effectively communicate
who we are. 2019 will
be an exciting year as we
continue to thrive using
digital media to share our
mission, vision and the
message of our Savior.
We are blessed to have
many current social
media “ambassadors”
who are actively engaged
in UCP social media
activities already. They
“like” and “share” the
information which we
post on Facebook about
UCP events and activities, past, present, and
future. They provide
photographs and information. Ambassadors
help to reinforce the
mission of UCP and to
share the love of Christ.
We encourage you to follow and participate on the Facebook page also. Let me know,
kate@ucpreston.org, if you want to dig into any more site
statistics or to learn more about social media!

How is the
church doing
financially?

By Joan Braxton, Chair, Finance Council
The Finance Council is responsible for keeping the members
of United Christian Parish (UCP) apprised of the church’s
financial status. The year 2018 has ended and the financial
books of United Christian Parish have been closed. With the
help of all: members, friends and guests, the 2018 financial
results are good. The 2018 Budget had a projected Net Loss
of $133,977; the actual 2018 results have a $73,639 loss.
The 2018 projected Income was $551,500, and the actual
2018 Income is $571,338, $19,838 over the projection. The
2018 projected Expenditures were $685,477, and the actual
2018 Expenditures are $644,977, $40,500 under the projection.
The UCP Investments had a great 2017 year with investments
growing 12.5%. Because of the up and down 2018 stock
market, the UCP investments during 2018 have not grown
as much as in 2017. In 2018 our investments decreased,
1.85%. The Standard & Poor Index decreased 4.38% for
2018, so the 2018 UCP investments performed reasonably
well. The UCP Investment balance at the end of 2018 is
$710,599. The 2018 Operating cash balance is $132,361.
Another source of funds at UCP is the designated funds.
Often money is donated to the UCP or collected for a
special purpose. This money is tracked through the Designated Fund. At the end of 2018 the Designated Fund has
a $72,486 balance. Examples of the funds with designated
uses include the Crisis Fund, Youth Ski Trip, WITS Retreat,
Vacatio, Bible School and Missions projects.
The Online Giving system set up in 2017 is working well.
The congregation is encouraged to use the system to pay their
pledges, special program charges, donations for disaster relief,
donations for flowers for Sunday service, and more.
2019 looks to be a promising year. At the close of the 2019
Stewardship Campaign 125 families pledged $519,961 which
exceeded the 2019 goal of $510,000.
The UCP Board has approved the 2019 UCP budget, which
includes Income of $596,963 and Expenses of $696,884.
The budget shortfall of $99,921 will be covered with UCP
reserve funds. For comparison, the budgeted shortfall for the
previous year was $133,977. The 2019 budget includes a
2.5% salary increase for staff. The Missions 2019 budget is
$49,396, an increase of $4,396 over 2018.
Thanks to the pastors, staff, members and friends of UCP for
all that you do for UCP. Our future is bright. We are blessed
by all that you do. Thank you to a very generous congregation.
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UCP Board Monthly Devotions: A meditation on our vision, mission and goal, Jan. 21

What are you doing for others?
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator
O God, we thank you for the fact that you
have inspired men and women in all nations and in all cultures, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. prayed. We call you
different names: some call you Allah; some
call you Elohim; some call you Jehovah;
some call you Brahma; some call you the
Unmoved Mover. But we know that these
are all names for one and the same God.
Grant that we will follow you and become
so committed to your way and your kingdom that we will be able to establish here
a kingdom of understanding, where men
and women will live together as brothers
and sisters and respect the dignity and
worth of every human being. In the name
and spirit of Jesus. Amen.
My online research led me to examination of Dr. King’s prayer life and extended my understanding of his humanity.
Dr. King was able to intersect into
the civil rights movement Christians,
Muslims, Jews, Protestants, Catholics
and they all sang together and prayed to-

gether, according to the author of “Never
to Leave Us Alone: The Prayer Life of
Martin Luther King, Jr.”
A niece remembers “my forefathers teaching me Bible truths, my grandfather, my
father and Uncle Martin Luther King
Jr.—all Baptist preachers. I didn’t realize
it then but they all lived out the truth of
Proverbs 22:6: Teach a youth about the
way he should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it.”
We in our lives and we the United Christian Parish have that opportunity, that
obligation.
Congress designated the holiday that
honors Dr. King as a day of service that
we might bridge barriers and give back
to our communities. As Dr. King asked,
Life’s most persistent and urgent question
is, What are you doing for others?
May we conclude this devotion with a
prayer offered by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

lute power and infinite intelligence the
whole universe has come into being, we
humbly confess that we have not loved
thee with our hearts, souls and minds,
and we have not loved our neighbors as
Christ loved us. We have all too often
lived by our selfish impulses rather
than by the life of sacrificial love as
revealed by Christ. We often give in
order to receive. We love our friends
and hate our enemies. We go the first
mile but dare not travel the second.
We forgive but dare not forget. And
so as we look within ourselves, we are
confronted with the appalling fact that
the history of our lives is the history of
an eternal revolt against you. But thou,
O God, have mercy upon us. Forgive
us for what we could have been but
failed to be. Give us the intelligence to
know your will. Give us the courage to
do your will. Give us the devotion to
love your will. In the name and spirit of
Jesus, we pray. Amen

Thou Eternal God, out of whose abso-

Rethinking our 1st Sunday food offering
By Rev. LaVerne Gill, UCP Cornerstones Representative
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the over and handed to the priest. We no
first fruits of all your crops; then your barns longer produce our own crops, but we
do depend upon God to provide for us.
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats
Some of us have large provisions and
will brim over with new wine.
some have small.
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)
Pastoring in a farming community is a
lesson in the power of God through nature. It is when you realize that your very
livelihood depends upon the weather,
euphemistically called Mother Nature,
but in reality God‘s power which is
central to how people live their lives and
feed their families.
The liturgy of the first fruits was made
manifest in farming communities.
People learned how to give thanks for a
good crop by taking the first crops of the
season to the altar as a gift and a sacrifice
to God. Those first fruits were prayed
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In our attempts to be faithful here at
United Christian Parish, we bring forth
on the first Sunday of each month food
for the food pantry of Cornerstones, our
Reston social service agency. These bags,
boxes, cans and cartons for others who
have so little are our gifts of first fruits.
As your representative to Cornerstones,
it has been brought to my attention that
once our offering was abundant and now
it has diminished. One of the possible
reasons stated to me was that we no longer bring our gifts to the altar as an offering but rather because of convenience
we leave it in the narthex outside of the
United Christian Parish of Reston

sanctuary. As such, there is no longer a
ritual that goes along with the offering of
food on the first Sunday of the month.
Perhaps it is time for us to regain the
spiritual significance of our first Sunday
offering of food. I have recommended to
the parish leadership that we once again
take our food to the altar as an offering,
provide a prayer of thanksgiving and let
it be a manifestation of our gratefulness
and blessing those who will receive it.
This recommendation was made to the
PMC, Parish Ministries Council, for its
consideration.
I believe our church service will be
spiritually enriched if we include our
first fruits as an integral part of our first
Sunday worship.

By Kate Hoing
The United Christian Parish Preschool
is excited to announce the launch of
their new website, www.ucppreschool.
org! Check it out to learn more about
the Preschool, for upcoming events and
enrollment and registration information. Share with your neighbors, friends,
family and co-workers who may be
interested!

UCP Fellowship Team cookbook to feature favorite recipes
By Rev. LaVerne Gill

Every year Webster United Church of
Christ in Dexter, Michigan held its largest
fundraiser—the Fall Festival. This midwestern farming community was populated in large part by Germans whose
ancestors immigrated to the Midwest in
the early part of the 19th century when
the U.S. deeded land to German immigrants who promised to farm the land.
Michigan was one such area. The Fall
Festival included a hog calling contest,
sheep herding, actual spinning of wool,
a pig roast, hay rides and a dinner featuring German potato salad made by Liz.
Liz kept her recipe secret. People were
assigned ingredients to prepare, but no
one knew the recipe. I was with Liz
when she took her last breath and we
missed her. The next year when the Fall
Festival began, two retired University of
Michigan professors—one a pharmacist,
the other an anatomy scholar took over
making the German potato salad. They
were last seen with a carpenter’s leveller
measuring grease from bacon to go into
the German potato salad.
Liz never gave anyone her German
potato-salad recipe.
This year, UCP will lose a treasure—
Penny Johnson. Penny is relocating to
a retirement community some distance
away. A member of the Fellowship
Team, Penny and the other members of

the team quietly go about
making certain
that fellowship hour is
coordinated,
that coffee is
available, that
the second
Sunday meal
is always
Penny Johnson
provided. The
dedicated team works tirelessly to make
our church a welcoming place.
UCP is an exemplar of Christian hospitality. People take for granted that
these dedicated volunteers will always
be there, that the coffee will always be
brewed, the cakes and cookies will
always be on the table for fellowship.
We will miss Penny, but UCP will not
miss some of her good food. Penny has
agreed to join with her Fellowship Team
colleagues to contribute their favorite recipes in a UCP Cookbook. The
proceeds from the book will be used
as a fundraiser to refurbish the church
kitchen. If you have a favorite dish, let
the fellowship team know by contacting
Penny Johnson, pnns1111@gmailcom.
The team will be making decisions on
which recipes will appear in the cookbook.

Joellyn Kinzer will design the pages, John
Moore and Ashley Achenbach will do
the photography. Craig Palmer will edit
and I will coordinate, write and publish
the cookbook. Rev. Leathers has agreed
to write the preface.
By the way, I received a call a few
years ago telling me that Liz’s recipe
was discovered in an old Betty Crocker
Cookbook!

Worship
Watch
By Debbie Aschenbach

An ad hoc committee was formed by the
Board to address security issues at the
church. The members are Lee Schmidt,
representing Building and Grounds,
Debby Bailey, representing Witness,
Amelia Clark, Director of Preschool,
Karen McDonnell, representing HARC,
Jerry Hebenstreit representing Worship,
and Debbie Aschenbach, Board. Due to
weather issues, the January 17 meeting
had to be cancelled. A new date will
be chosen. We hope to come up with
procedures on how to address various
security issues, such as fires, storms, and
concerns that have been going on in the
world. More details will be forthcoming.
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UCP Board Reports
Nov-Dec Board
Reports
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator

supply to called and installed pastor as
indicated by procedures approved by
the National Capital Presbytery Committee on Ministry Congregational Transitions Commission.

January Board
Report
By Rev. Dr. Marus Leathers, Board CoModerator

The UCP December Board approved
the 2019 budget and started a process of
moving Rev. Beth Williams from “stated
supply” to “called and installed” pastor.

The discernment process will involve
the congregation. Details have not been
determined.

Budget

The Board

• Time for Members

• Authorized a 4-member delegation
to meet in January with The United
Methodist Church Virginia Conference treasurer’s office to discuss
UCP-UMC apportionments. The
Board was informed that the treasurer is looking at a new formula for
ecumenical churches with more than
one denomination. The UCP is a
four-denomination church.

• Clarification of the 10 June 1973 Covenant of Mission—Beth

The budget and stewardship campaign,
inextricably linked, dominated discussion at the Nov.-Dec. Board meetings,
both previously unreported in the print
Parish Life although December Board
activity was reported in a church ecommunication.
The Finance Council is required to
submit a final budget for Board approval
in December. The 2019 budget sent to
the Board includes income of $587,500,
expenses of $695,488 and a net loss of
$107,988, which is less than the 2018
deficit. The goal is to lower the deficit
annually until the budget is balanced.
P
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• Authorized creation of an ad hoc
worship watch committee to recommend safety procedures.
• Discussed leadership anti-racism and
inclusion training that will continue
March 2-3. (See
related Inclusion
(
Training report p. 2.)
• Discussed UCP goals/objectives toward a healthyy church
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Agenda
Additions/Deletions

• Future Direction of Potomac Association—Art Banks
• Minutes 17 December 2018 Board
meeting approved
• Joan Braxton 2019 budget and stewardship campaign status
 Board approved of 2019 final
budget. The financial report can
be found on p. 9.
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January Report
Continued from p.12

• Congregational Care activities for
follow up with parishioners regarding
their continued support, interests, observations, goals, etc. are progressing.
• Methods of communicating Annual Church Conference: (Thursday
24 January Connections email, On
Sunday 27 January: bulletin & visually
presented on the monitors)
• Apportionments—Art Banks, Pastor
Marcus UMC annual benevolence
February 5 Conference call with
Arlington District Office, Conference
Treasurer.
• Goals/objectives toward a healthy
church –Craig offered brief update
on behalf of Richard Williams whose
absence for the evening was excused
(helpful online document)
• HARC—Dropbox; yearly expense has
decreased from $1200 decreased to
$350; Centrix will reimburse UCP for
overtures in its billing
• UCP Inclement Weather Policy: (UCP
Preschool follows Fairfax County
School System, UCP office follows
Fairfax County Government); When
inclement weather is forecasted
consultation(s) between HARC, CoPastor(s), staff will determine if the
office of UCP will be closed. If the office of UCP is closed then all meetings
at UCP are cancelled. Parishioners
and the public should contact the
Parish office for information as well as
the website, ucpreston.org.

• Brenda Meyer reported that Inclusion
training will be held at UCP on Saturday 2 March and Sunday 3 March.
Sunday 3 March is Youth Sunday and
Reverend Ledder will be working
with Faith Formation to organize the
worship. Lunch will be provided on
2-3 March.
• Board approved Gift cards can be
made available in support of furloughed employees of US Governments and contractors.
Ministerial Team:
• Rev. Beth Williams: Faith Formationski trip, 9 youth, 3 three adults as
chaperones (Ryan Tiller, Allan Meyer,
Beth Williams)
• Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers: Thanks
to UCP for support during leave for
death of Tammi’s father. Updated Pastoral visitation log and as well as leave
will be submitted to HARC.
Next Meeting, 18 February 2019
Joys and Concerns
Closing Prayer
Adjourned

Death of B.J. Silvey,
January 19
It is with great sadness
that we announce the
death of UCP member
and our beloved brother
in Christ, Col. Bedford
John “B.J.” Silvey. During this time of
bereavement, please keep Marilyn Silvey
and family in your prayers.
United Christian Parish will celebrate
the life of B.J. with a service on Saturday,
February 16, at 11 AM. You’re invited
to wear red, B.J.’s favorite color, to the
service. Excerpt from his obituary follow.
B.J. grew up in Indiana, PA and had a
31-year career in the Army. He also
worked for a series of defense contractors and for the Naval Sea Systems Command of the Dept. of the Navy. During
that time he earned a MA at the University of Maryland and graduated from the
Army War College.
An Eagle Scout, B.J. was active in the
Boy Scouts for nearly 70 years. He was
active in the Reston community including serving on the boards of Cornerstones and the W&OD Trail. He and
Marilyn received a Best of Reston award
from Cornerstones and a “Lord and Lady
Fairfax” award from Fairfax County for
their volunteerism.
B.J. loved biking and took many international trips with fellow biking friends.
His positive attitude and zest for living
impressed many.
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Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or heidi@ucpreston.org. Please let the office
know when a name can be removed from the list.

All who are serving
in the military
Dorothy Aeschliman

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Lynn Franklin

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

Norma Freeman

Sean Aldo

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Pauline Pittman

(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

Patty Gehring

Walt Peterson

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

David Plum

Rachel Amaya

Kennedy Gilbert

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Milton Arnesen

Jim Hall

Suzanne Rudiselle

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Becky Arney

Janet Ruhan

(friend of Lesley Irminger-Block)

Douglas Hallar

(Kim Baum’s father)

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Barb

Frances Hurley

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Rhonda Savage’s family
members

Gloria Barber

Aaron Sawyer

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Helene Kerr

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

(former manager of The Closet)

Aurora Belle

Conrad Kilinski and family

(Judy Pew’s friend’s newborn)

(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Barbara Bonner

Anne Lamar

Thelma Cofie

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Burt Lamkin

Rebecka Cota

Kathy Lamkin

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Janette Dally

Melissa Depew

(Lee Schmidt’s daughter)

the family of Jenna Petrowski
McCue (Lesley IrmingerBlock’s friend), on Jenna’s
death on Jan. 2

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Eloise Williams
Pamela Williams family

Joe McGregor

Richard Williams

Shelly Johnson and family on
the death of her granddad on
Jan. 12

Carol Venese
Grace Wang Yang
(friend of the Allen family)

Woloch Family

(Sandy Derr’s brother)

Elsa Nygard

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Susan & Ben Erdman
Cheryl Fields’ father

Edward Pelzner
(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Barbara Zettlemoyer
(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Laura & Dingwall Fleary

(friends of many UCP members)

Congratulations

Judy Roe on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Evelyn Ann
Obering, on Dec. 7. Proud parents are Joana and Paul Obering.

14

Tammi and Marcus Leathers
and family on the death of
Tammi’s father, Lowell Ray
Junior Coleman, on Dec. 28

Darleen Marcini
(Karen Young’s father)

Dennis Derr

Fred Taylor

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

Meg and John Moore and
family on the death of Meg’s
mother, Kathleen Holman
Langan, on Dec. 25

Maria Weiler

(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Karen Stevens

The family and friends
of former UCP member
Madeline Flynn on her death
on Dec. 21

Sharon Greene and family
on the death of her father,
Conway Elwood Greene, Jr.,
on Jan. 9

Greg Leatherwood

Kathy Dally

Teddy Sears

Sympathy

United Christian Parish of Reston

Marilyn Silvey and family on
the death of her husband,
UCP member Bedford John
(B.J.)Silvey, on Jan. 19. A
memorial service will be held
at UCP on February 16 at 11
am.
Larry and Jan Gsellman on the
recent death of their niece,
Heather

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry ---------------------------------------- Lillian Brown
Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt

Parish Staff

Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Regular Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------------------------ Penny Johnson
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish,
Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore, Diane Truman, Ashley Aschenbach,
Katarzyna Kryca

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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On February 3,
there will be one worship
service at 10 am
There will be no Sunday School, but
there will be a special Godly Play for all
the children.

United Christian Parish of Reston

Saturday, February 2, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary

PACOdc Concert: Amadeus
The Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Greater Washington
(PACOdc) presents Amadeus. Use discount code: UCP1819
to receive a $6 discount. Learn more and purchase tickets

online.

WITS Book Club selections
By Karen Skatoff
You are invited to join the WITS (Women in the Spirit) book
group on the fourth Thursdays of the month at UCP for fellowship and discussion We will be meeting at 7 pm in room
116. As always, please come for the discussion even if you
have not been able to finish reading the book.
Feb 28 The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George
Mar 28 Sisters In Law: How Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth
Bader Ginsburg Went to the Supreme Court and Changed
the World by Linda Hirshman
Apr 25 Travels With Charley by John Steinbeck
May 23 We Never Asked For Wings by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
June 27 All The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
July 25 Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and
the Birth of the FBI by David Grann

Volunteers are needed for Girl
Scout Sunday, Mar. 10

Chili/Dessert Cook-Off
To raise funds for the Youth
Group’s Puerto Rico Trip
Feb. 10•12:30 pm•Rm 107
By Debbie Aschenbach
Due to the snow closing the Chili/Dessert Cook-Off has
been rescheduled for Feb 10. The congregation will be
invited to bring their favorite chili and/or their favorite
dessert to be judged. Everyone will have the opportunity
to taste the pots of chili and desserts. For the dishes liked
the best, show your appreciation by placing money in a
jar next to the chili pot or dessert. The chili and desserts
having the most money will be the winners.
All the funds collected will be used for a Missions Ministry
project to support our Youth Group’s trip to Puerto Rico
in the summer. The Youth Group will be cleaning and
making repairs in the areas of the 2017 hurricane destruction in Puerto Rico.
If you have any questions please contact me at
703.585.8216 or deborah.aschenbach58@gmail.com.

Editorial note: This is an updated notice from the last Parish
Life issue.

By Cheryl D. Fields
This is your chance to serve as an usher, greeter, dancer, musician and/or singer, demonstrating how your faith and your scouting values
overlap to make you a faithful servant of God and a conscientious citizen. Participating scouts can earn a GS Sunday Badge
and the My Promise, My Faith GS award.
All current scouts and GS alumni are welcome.
For more information contact: Lesley Irminger: lirminger@
gmail.com
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