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Easter is the celebration of life and love. The story of Jesus
is a scandalous story of love. When we look at Jesus’ life—
his miracles and teachings, how he treated those around
him—we see a clear picture of the way of love that we
are called to. As we see the crown of thorns placed on By Rev. Beth
Williams

Holy Week and
2019

HOLY WEEK CALENDAR

Palm Sunday Worship - Apr 14
8:30 am and 11 am
“The Triumphal Entry”
Holy Week Prayer Stations
Apr 15-19, 9 am-9 pm
“Journeying with Christ”

The seven stations in the sanctuary
will guide you in a journey with Christ
through the biblical events leading to
the crucifixion. Begin at the “fire” with

Peter and journey to Jesus’ death when the
temple veil is torn in two. Come when you
can. Light refreshments provided.

Maundy Thursday Service
Apr 18, 7 pm
“From the Table to the Cross”

An interactive service of the Last Supper
with dinner and communion.

Good Friday Community Service
Apr 19, noon at UCP
“The Seven Last Words”

UCP and Washington Plaza Baptist Church
host a community service to remember the
crucifixion of Jesus.

Easter - Apr 21 8:30 am and 11 am
“Shake, Rattle, and Roll”

Celebrate the risen Christ! Two services at
8:30 & 11 AM with a children’s egg hunt
(ages 5th grade and younger) at 10 AM. No
Sunday School. Visit

www.ucpreston.org/easter

his head and at the cross as we see him die for the sins of humanity,
we see the cost of love paid for each of us. At the empty tomb, where
death was defeated, we behold the victory of love. This year, we invite
you to come celebrate this victory with us at UCP. This is the story of
Jesus. This is love.

Continued on p. 3

Rainbow banner stands
for UCP beliefs
Introduction
By Rev. Dr. Marcus
Leathers

Since the General Conference of The
United Methodist Church, many people
of all faiths have experienced a profound
sense of grief.
Of all of the
institutions
within the
world with
the power and
purpose to call
individuals
into community, how
could a part Rainbow banner at UCP
of its entity

By Craig Palmer,
Lay Co-Moderator

In response to recent Methodist Church inclusion
decisions, the UCP Board
approved March 18 the display of the rainbow banner that is now
Continued on p. 2
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Rainbow banner stands for UCP’s beliefs
Introduction continued from p. 1

declare that “there is no room”? Specifically, the decision of General Conference of The United Methodist Church
for a Traditional Plan has one meaning: further exclusion for our brothers
and sisters who identify as LGBTQ+.
In addition to the unity banner that is
presently displayed on the grounds of
UCP, this month’s Parish Life publication has dedicated articles towards
its identity as a parish in Reston,
Virginia, that is Open and Affirming,
More Light, and Reconciling. Since
its founding as an ecumenical body of
Christ in Northern Virginia, the United
Christian Parish has offered the world
a more excellent way—ecumenism,
enlightenment and empowerment. As
a healing and less fragmented solution
for The United Methodist Church is
pursued, United Christian Parish will
continue to serve its community as the
visible unity of the Body of Christ that
was the ecumenical dream of its founders.

Lay Co-Moderator’s article continued from p. 1

on display in front of the church on
North Shore Drive. The banner went
up March 20 for no longer than two
weeks as stated in the motion approved by a 7-1 vote.
UCP members pushed for a quick
response to recent United Methodist
Church General Conference decisions by urging UCP governance
organizations to show support for the
LGBTQI+ community through an
outward demonstration of who we
are. The United Methodist Church
is one of the ecumenical United
Christian Parish’s four denominations, which include the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United
Church of Christ.
The values we seek to show the community are based on the following:

The UCP Mission
Statement
Creating opportunities for all people in
the community to experience the amazing grace and love of God, whom we
know through Christ.

The UCP Vision Statement
God’s beloved community on Earth—
committed to compassionate service,
spiritual development, inclusiveness and
love.

The UCP Website
Statement
We are open & affirming, diverse and
welcoming www.ucpreston.org. No
matter where you are on your spiritual
journey, we are a place to engage with
God in a personal way.


More responses by UCP members to
The United Methodist Church policies
follow.



A UCP response to The UMC’s adoption of a ‘traditional’ ban on gay
ordination and marriage
By Cheryl D. Fields
Like many United
Methodist Churches in
the national capital area
and across the United
States of America, the
United Christian Parish
of Reston is anguished by The UMC’s
decision last month to adopt a model
that denies full inclusion to our LGBTQ+ siblings in Christ. The Traditional
Plan, which passed at the special session
by a vote of 438-384, affirms many of
the statements about homosexuality
adopted by The UMC in 2016 — which,
under Article IV of its Book of Disciplines, states that “all persons are of
sacred worth,” and prohibits the exclusion of LGBTQ+ people or anyone else
from worship, baptism, receiving the
sacrament, or participating in fellowship
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within the church. Nevertheless, the
Traditional Plan strengthens the church’s
ban on LGBTQ+ ordination and marriage.

ary 2020. Between now and then, UCP
will join thousands of sister churches
across the globe in a time of prayerful
discernment for a way forward. Since

UCP is an ecumenical parish comprising
four denominations, three of which —
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),
Presbyterian Church (USA), the United
Church of Christ — have already declared and affirmed their commitment to
the full inclusion of people who identify
as LGBTQ+. We will continue to accord
the same rights and opportunities to
all who chose to serve, worship, marry,
lead, and fellowship with us. UCP's current pastors are not Methodist, so UCP
is happily able to offer the sacrament of
marriage to any LGBTQ+ couple that
seeks to hold a wedding in our church.

Many UCP members share the distress
our Methodist LGBTQ+ siblings are feeling over these developments. The pastors and ministries of UCP will continue
to be available to minister to the needs
of all people As an ecumenical parish
that is a participating member of the
Arlington District of The UMC, we will
continue working to create the kingdom
on earth that Jesus inspires us to pursue.
God is still speaking!

The decision passed by the The UMC
last month won’t be instituted until JanuUnited Christian Parish of Reston



LGBTQ Issues

Lent and Easter 2019

Continued from p. 2

The Methodist Church and LGBTQ Issues
By Marilyn Silvey
English cleric John
Wesley reportedly felt
his heart “strangely
warmed” in 1738 and it
resulted in his founding
the Protestant denomination we know as Methodist. If he
were alive today, he might have a heart
attack from all the controversy over the
role of LGBTQ persons in The Methodist
church.
At a special session of The United Methodist Church General Conference held
in February, a proposal to allow samesex marriage and ordination and LGBTQ
clergy was voted down. Instead, a plan
called “traditional” - to strengthen the
Methodist Book of Discipline’s prohibition on same sex marriage and LGBTQ
clergy - was adopted by a vote of 53%
to 47%.
What this means for United Methodist
churches throughout the world – for the
denomination is worldwide, as opposed
to the other three UCP denominations
that have American organizations – ranges from cheering to deep concern. And
what it means for the United Christian
Parish is a major subject for the immediate future.
As a united church of four denominations founded in 1973, we have concerns that are possibly unique. Three
of our four denominations welcome gay
and lesbian members and pastors, who
are free to conduct weddings for samesex couples. UCP applied for and received the special labels given churches
that want to proclaim their diversity for
the Presbyterian church, for the Disciples of Christ, for the United Church of
Christ, and yes, even Open and Affirming, a category offered by the United
Methodists. For several years we have
worn multicolored ribbons announcing
these positions, published our welcome
to all in our church publications, and we
have had LGBTQ persons elected to key
positions including lay leader.

United Methodist Church and choose to
remain a three-denominational church
or seek a fourth denomination to join us,
I believe there is nothing to be gained by
doing that. Instead we must continue
to believe that all people are created by
God and have sacred worth. We must
remain as we are while protesting the
recent vote, seeking to reverse it in the
future, and generally showing that the
God we believe in creates all types of
people and loves them all unceasingly.
We at UCP are needed to help change
The United Methodist Church, which
has a long record of internal changes in
the United States. When my parents
were young, the Methodists had strict
provisions against dancing, card playing,
sewing or shopping or going to movies on Sundays, smoking cigarettes and
drinking alcohol, and more. Divorced
members were tolerated, divorced pastors probably not. Churches in most
parts of the US were strictly segregated
by race. Women pastors were rare.
Today none of these things is still in effect, although many churches are racially
separated by tradition rather than law.

Continued from p. 1

We are journeying
through Lent exploring the “Scandalous
Truth” of who Jesus is,
how he lived, what he
taught, and how he
died. You are invited
to be a part of our
Photo-a-Day challenge
ucpreston.org/photoa-day-challenge and
to engage in the daily
devotions on the UCP
website as we read
through the gospel of
Matthew. ucpreston.
org/lent-devotions

Local churches can change, too. UCP
had a holy union between two of its
women members in 1990. At the time,
we had three co-pastors – Methodist, Presbyterian and United Church of
Christ. The latter two took part in the
ceremony, the Methodist did not attend,
and a large number of UCP members
were so upset they left our church.
Many joined a neighboring UMC church
that was known to be more conservative. The current pastor of that church
recently said they now have gay and
lesbian members.
And individuals can change. I have two
lesbian daughters. When the first one
came out, some 30 years ago, I was
devastated, and critical of the choice I
thought she was making. It took several
years of study and participation in a
parents and friends of lesbians and gays
Continued on p. 4

The Easter egg and the hunter

While we could withdraw from The
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LGBTQ Issues
Continued from p. 3

support group begun by the United
Church of Christ for me to realize my
errors. When the second daughter also
came out, I was still not completely supportive. Fortunately, after many years of
prayer on my part and charity on theirs,
I am grateful that I am blessed with two
wonderful daughters and their wonderful wives.
But change in policies must come from
each local church around the country.
So how do we at UCP go about trying to
change the hearts and minds of those in
the Methodist church who will send delegates to vote on this issue the next time
it comes up? First, of course, we pray.
Beyond that, we make our beliefs more
visible. We had rainbow flags of cloth
on our individual name tags a few years
ago but they fell off, perhaps a painted
flag would work better. We can post a
rainbow flag or banner outside. We can
take part in gay pride and other equality parades and demonstrations in the
DC area, and perhaps start an LGBTQ
support group at our church and invite
others in the community to participate.
Change will not come easily or rapidly in
many parts of the country, or the world.
A leading part of the whole picture is
because The United Methodist Church is
a worldwide body. The vote for stricter
interpretation of the Book of Discipline
was spurred by the growing number of
Methodists in African countries, where
homosexuality is frequently punished by
imprisonment or death. If the Methodist church in the US can allow major
changes without losing the denomination’s worldwide structure is doubtful.
Other considered policies would divide
the Methodist church in the US into
three conferences, presumably each
might operate with different rules.
But we cannot sit and wait to see what
happens next. Instead we must increase
doing what we can to see that all of
God’s people can participate fully in
each of our denominations. If you have
specific suggestions for actions UCP can
take to achieve this goal, talk with Pastor
Marcus, Pastor Beth or Craig Palmer, lay
co-chair of the Parish Board. And do it
now.
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Church vision

The third in a series emphasizing UCP’s vision inviting conversation on its impact on each
of our life’s journey. Photos of youthful participants in Youth Sunday

worship service are interspersed.
By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
A few weeks ago, I presented the youth
of UCP with an opportunity to contribute to this series of articles reflecting
on the parish’s vision statement. The
young people who participated were
told that their responses would be used
in this month’s Parish Life and that their
submissions would be anonymous. The
youth group was provided with following
scenario:
“You are both producer and director
of your very own advertisement/ com-

In the responses by the youth, some of
the artists selected to do commercials
were Stephen King, Oprah Winfrey,
Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift, Beyonce’
Knowles, and Sam Smith.

God’s beloved community
on Earth—committed to
compassionate service,
spiritual development,
inclusiveness and love.
—UCP’s Vision Statement

Some of the youths’ responses to the
second question provided insight regarding certain character qualities that have
made an impression upon them. For
instance, author Stephen King was selected as the right person to relate to any
audience because King uses his books
to “…give importance to friendship and
community.” Oprah was selected because she is “…well known, positive and
knowledgeable.” Lady Gaga was chosen
because she has “…a message of being
who she is and refusing to let others
Mandela helped lead the service.
mercial to inform people about the UCP
vision, which is to be ‘God’s beloved
community on Earth—committed to
compassionate service, spiritual development, inclusiveness and love.’ The length
of your commercial is one minute.
(1) Which talented artist will you
choose to star in your advertisement/commercial? Who will be the
audience that your advertisement/
commercial attempts to reach?
(2) What makes this artist the right
person to relate to your audience?
(3) What part of the UCP vision statement will you choose for your artist to
share with your audience?”
United Christian Parish of Reston

Ailsa gave the sermon.

UCP’s Vision
Continued from p. 4

decide for her,” while Taylor Swift was
picked because to her audiences, she is
“…relatable and fun but also she can be
both awkward and quirky.”
Of the characteristics noted about these
artists/celebrities, authenticity seemed
to appeal most to the youth. It was not
fashion, though style certainly has an
appeal, nor material wealth that were
the greater influences. The audience
to which the youth wanted their commercials to appeal was their own. These

Not all of the artists selected are
well known across
the country. A
smile broadened
across my face as I
realized that UCP’s
very own Yvonne
Kauffman, director
of our children’s
choir, had received
the most selections

Children’s time in the service, above and below.
youthful minds are perceptive of the
powerful dynamic that authenticity has
within the sphere of influence. A com-

by the youth as the
“artist” to advertise
the vision statement of UCP in a
commercial. Referring to her, one
of the responses
was “[she] actively
works towards the
vision statement,
role models…”—
in other words,
for these young
people, Yvonne
Kauffman is an
influencer.

While I hadn’t
anticipated the names that the youth
would choose, the purpose for the scenario was to acquire further insight regarding individuals who have gained the

UCP’s Youth Group
trust of the youth. In gaining their trust,
to some extent we earn a position within
their sacred but vulnerable sphere of influence. It is a delicate space to occupy
because to their impressionable generation, hypocrisy and broken promises can
mean complete loss of admiration and
influence. No matter how powerful the
vision statement, the power to influence
may not exist.
Geoffrey Wainwright is a British theologian of the Methodist tradition, who
has said, “…a church’s faith is known
not so much through creedal statement
as through its actions, especially in the
interactive liturgy of the individual and
community…”. The part of the UCP
vision statement that most of the youth
wanted emphasized in their commercials was “…inclusiveness and love.” We
should ask ourselves, “Within UCP, am I
an individual with whom the youth can
connect the quality of authenticity? Do I
show the inclusiveness and love that the
youth value?”



ITOR will meet 4/4

mon thread was the artists’ authenticity.
The youth observed that the celebrities
they selected have exuded a certain
bravery in choosing to be themselves at
all times.

In the Other Room will meet at 7:00
PM, Thursday, April 4, at the home of
Rob and Patty Gehring, 1855 Stratford
Park Pl, Apt 411, Reston, to discuss the
book On the Other Side of Freedom,
the Case for Hope, by civil rights activist
and founder of Campaign Zero Deray
McKesson. All Are Welcome. Contact
Rob Gehring, 703-408-3781,
thegehrings1@verizon.net.
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Earth Day
Service –
April 7
One Great Hour of Sharing
By Annerieke Owen
“Now to God be the
glory, who by the power
at work within us is
able to accomplish
abundantly far more
that all we can ask or
imagine” - Ephesians
3:2
I took the above text from the poster
“One Great Hour of Sharing” (OGHS),
which you can see on the display board
when you enter our church. The picture shows an older woman sitting on
the ruins of what once was her home;
behind her in simple outlines you see
what she imagines—her home intact,
rebuilt. That can only happen when
other people provide the funding for
that imagination to become reality.
That is what OGHS is about. It is a
Christian effort to empower, provide
water, supply food, and give relief from
disasters. Together with churches all over
the world we are answering Christ’s call
to provide relief from disasters, food for
the hungry, support for the poor and oppressed, so we create together a better
world.
One Great Hour of Sharing reflects what
Isaiah already envisioned: that we be-
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come repairers of the breach (Isaiah 58),
so we can do: “More than we can imagine.” God’s abundant love and care can
work through us if we believe in and let
us be guided by the power of the Spirit
that can move us so we can do more for
others than we and they can imagine.
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing
enables the church to share God’s love
with our neighbors-in-need around the
world.
United Christian Parish is a giving
church, in monetary donations as well as
in the gifts of our talents and time. Let
us join with other churches worldwide in
answering God’s call; if we all do a little
it adds up to a lot and we can indeed do
more than we can imagine.

By Laurie
Callahan
and Sue Beffel,
Environmental
Justice chair
UCP is celebrating Earth
Day early, since the actual
date falls on the Monday
after Easter. While a celebration of the beauty and
bounty of God’s creation, it will also be a
time to reflect on what we can do to help
heal damage done to our environment
and to preserve all forms of life on our
planet for generations to come.
With those generations in mind, the Sunday School Explorers, preschool through
fifth grade children will lead UCP’s Earth
Day celebration. They are learning songs
for the service and will read scripture.

The One Great Hour of Sharing collection will be on April 14, which is Palm
Sunday.

In preparation for the day, the students
will be making caterpillars and chrysalises
to place around the sanctuary on Earth
Sunday to be replaced on Easter Sunday
with a multitude of butterflies.

You will find more information on the
following websites, where you can also
read about the wonderful work accomplished with your donations.

For everyone to participate flower stickers
will be available to write his/her earthcare intentions and place on the carbon
footprint in the narthex,.

www.onegreathourofsharing.org or
http://www.ucc.org/oghs

The UCP Preschool is also celebrating
official Earth Day by adopting little saplings to cherish and care for in class for a
while and then plant on UCP’s grounds
April 22.

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
or http://www.umcgiving.org/ministryarticles/one-great-hour-of-sharing.

United Christian Parish of Reston

Earth Day 2019
By Rev. Beth Williams
This year Earth Day falls on April 22,
the Monday directly following Easter, so
it should be no surprise that we are not
going to celebrate it in worship on the
nearest Sunday. Here at UCP, we have
decided to celebrate God’s creation and
our roles as stewards of it, on Sunday

April 7. We will have a special service incorporating the children of UCP in both
music, art (watch for the chrysalises that
will burst into our Easter butterflies),
and scripture, for it is through the children we are reminded to consider what
kind of world we want to leave to those
who come after us: What are we passing
on to children who are just now being
born and growing up?
Creationjustice.org in an article The
Next Generation Rises, points out that
“an often unobserved cultural difference
between biblical and modern times pertains to how and how often people think
in terms of generations – past, present,
and future. In the contemporary culture
of the United States, it is common to focus largely upon the immediate concerns
of the present generation. By contrast,
the outlook that pervades the Bible is
one that continually orients itself to both
past and future generations.”
To God, the future matters. And when
it comes to blessings in the Bible, it is
often future generations that are the
focus. God grants land not solely with
the present in mind but with one’s future
offspring in mind. To Abraham, God
says, “For all the land that you see, I will

give to you and to your offspring forever”
(Gen. 13:15). Moreover the covenant
itself is established with reference to
future generations. “I will establish my
covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to
be God to you and to your offspring after
you” (Gen. 17:7). And while future
generations receive blessings, they will
also receive the negative consequences of
our present day wrongs particularly in regards to God’s creation and time-sensitive
challenges that are difficult to remedy as
they worsen – such as species extinction,
loss of safe accessible water, and climate
change. Notably, Pope Francis, in his
encyclical on ecology, declared “intergenerational solidarity is not optional, but
rather a basic question of justice, since
the world we have received also belongs
to those who will follow us.”

Reflections:
 Deliris Agosto Centeno, a youth from
Puerto Rico who participated in the
United Methodist Women’s New Generations Climate Justice Program 2016,
which was begun as a training platform
for younger generations to build the
necessary skills to educate others and
to receive support in their continued
work as God-centered environmental
actors within their communities, said
“We cannot represent the love of God
if we aren’t part of the care of God’s
creation.”

What part are you playing to help care
for creation? Have you explored the
ways your community may already be
impacted through adverse ecological
changes to your watershed or airshed?
 What fresh ideas does the next generation have for helping to lead us into
a Promised Land of abundance for all
creation? Are the other generations
listening? How are we empowering the
next generation to share their creativity,
energy, and vision?

Celebrate Earth
Date every day—
patronize The
Closet
By Barbara Schell
Did you realize that patronizing thrift
shops, like The Closet, is the ultimate
in recycling? By donating and/or buying
a gently used item, it is saved from the
landfill. The Closet estimates it saved
over 800,000 items from the Fairfax
landfill in 2018. In addition, by reusing an item, you are eliminating all
the energy, chemicals, and water that
are required to produce that item. The
Closet also gives its surplus revenues to
the local community through grants to
nonprofits and scholarships. So help save
the planet every day and support The
Closet – SHOP, DONATE, VOLUNTEER.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the pacifist who plotted to kill Hitler
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the
preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism
without church discipline, Communion without confession...Cheap
grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace
without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)

On April 9, 1945 a month before the surrender of Germany, and the end of World War II, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
the Lutheran pastor and theologian was executed in the
concentration camp in Flossenberg, Germany because of
his role in the assassination attempt on Adolph Hitler’s
life and the smuggling of Jews out of Germany. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was 39 years old and considered himself a
pacifist.
Bonhoeffer was not just a theologian, nor was he just a
pastor, he was an active disciple of Christ. He struggled
to actualize his Christianity. It was a journey in costly
discipleship. He was saving the church from the totalitarianism of Nazi Germany. It was a long and torturous journey of reconciling his conscience as a pacifist
with God’s call on his life. Adolph Hitler attempted to
unify the German churches under his totalitarian rule.
Many pastors joined the unified church where nationalism replaced Christ as the focal point .
In response, Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth and Martin Niemoller
formed the Confessing Church. The Confessing
Church was established in opposition to governmentsponsored efforts to unify all Protestant churches into a
single pro-Nazi Protestant Church. The Catholic Church
made an agreement with Hitler that they would not protest his nationalism or organize against it; therefore, they
did not have to join the unified church. Bonhoeffer took
on the responsibility of training pastors for the Confessing Church in so doing he needed to begin the training
in a seminary. Forgoing a trip to India to visit Mahatma
Gandhi, Bonhoeffer stayed in Germany and established
a residential seminary in Finkenwalde and began the
training of disciples who would re-focus Germans on the
Christ of the Gospels.
Using the African American Spirituals he learned while in
New York’s Abyssinian Baptist Church, Bonhoeffer estab-
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lished a spiritual discipline for the residential seminary.
Bonhoeffer had spent 1930 to 1931 as a teaching fellow
at Union Theological Seminary in New York. While in
New York he attended Abyssinian Baptist church under
the pastorate of the late Adam Clayton Powell, Sr. Bonhoeffer fell in love with the Negro spirituals and took recordings back to Germany and used them in his private
devotions. He also equated the oppression of AfricanAmericans with that of Jews in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer later wrote this about the Abyssinian experience:
“In contrast to the often lecture-like character of the
‘white’ sermon, the ‘black Christ’ is preached with captivating passion and vividness. Anyone who has heard
and understood the Negro spirituals knows about [this]
strange mixture of reserved melancholy and eruptive
joy”
The seminary was illegal but it gained popularity among
the resisters and those seeking a more Christ-centered
church. In the meantime, Bonhoeffer had also joined
the resistance movement and tried to get support from
around Europe. He was not successful. Resistance
leaders made an aborted attempt at setting off a bomb to
kill Hitler resulted in an attack on the resistance movement. Bonhoeffer was sent back to New York for his
safety, but could not stay, recognizing the extent of suffering in Germany among Germans and Jews. He made
his mind up to commit fully to the resistance because of
the evils of Hitler.
He was arrested upon his return, along with about 700
other resisters including his brother and two brother-inlaws. During his imprisonment, Bonhoeffer spent time
writing his final book entitled “Ethics”. It was his way of
coming to terms with his conscience and God’s call on
his life.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer took the Sermon on the Mount as
a mandate for his life and in the end he never regretted
the cost.



(I have a DVD on the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer available for use by UCP members and ministries. Email me
at lavernegill495@gmail.com.)
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Gospel personalities
By Rev. LaVerne Gill

This article is the third and
last in a series on gospel
music. It identifies a very
small percentage of gospel personalities. It by no
means exhaust the talent
that is demonstrated in
gospel music. These are just examples
of what each category provides. There
are many more personalities that have
taken gospel to new heights.
Mahalia Jackson (1911-1972) is the
name that so many people know
because she was such a prolific singer
and performer. She was just about
everybody’s favorite. Jackson was one
of three very prominent divas—Clara
Ward and Rosetta Thorpe. They are
probably names that you may not have
heard of—they were her contemporaries. However, it was Jackson who was
called the Queen of Gospel. Mahalia
Jackson has a style that was similar to
the Blues singer Bessie Smith. In the
Lorraine Motel Museum where Dr.
Martin Luther King. Jr. was shot the
voice of Mahalia Jackson singing “Precious Lord”, an MLK favorite echoes
throughout the building.
There were Gospel male quartets—the
Dixie Hummingbirds, the Five Blind
Boys of Alabama and the Soul Stirrers
are just three such groups. Probably the

best known group was the Soul Stirrers whose lead in the 1950s for six
years was Sam Cooke. Cooke took
the quartet to popularity and then
left to become a popular music star.
The gospel quartets sang in a jubilee
style deriving its name from the Fisk
Jubilee singers. The quartets themselves had an impact on the Motown
sound and Jazz infused with the songs
of Thomas Dorsey and the sounds of
Mahalia Jackson and Rosetta Thorpe.
Labeled as hard gospels these quartets
had a long performance life covering
decades. For example, the Five Blind
Boys of Alabama have been performing
for seven decades. They are five-time
Grammy winners.
Another category of singers is the family group. Key among this group are
the Staple Singers, the Winans and the
Williams brothers. The most popular
among these family groups is probably
The Winans, not necessarily because
they are better, but because they are
more plentiful. Pop and Mom Winan
started the gospel music in the family
and with 10 children—all very talented—the Winans are a legend in gospel
music. Emmy Awards, Gospel Hall of
Fame and teaming up with both pop
and gospel singers, the Winans became
better known. Today with offspring and
grandchildren, Winans part two has

already begun. The children are not
only singers , but percussionists, entrepreneurs and recording executives. They
have solos , group songs, affiliations
with Quincy Jones, P. Diddy, Whitney
Houston’s and a Broadway play about
their family already in production.
Some contemporary artist include
Yolanda Adams, Fred Hammond , Take
six, and Kirk Franklin. Perhaps Kirk
Franklin is one of the most popular. He
not only sings gospel but also host a radio program and is very popular among
young people. Franklin’s music crosses
over into hip-hop and it is fused with
jazz. He has an audience that is young
and energetic. Franklin himself is quite
energetic and as with everything else, his
music is controversial in the church .
The broad range of talent available
in gospel music can be found on the
internet.
My suggestion would be to look these
up. The discography can be found on
the Internet and excerpt samples of the
music generated by these gospel superstars can be heard. This is the end
of this series but if you would like to
know more about gospel Music, join the
gospel choir.



New ad hoc subcommittee on how to be a more inclusive faith community
By Laurie Callahan
UCP leadership recently attended a twoday inclusion and anti-racism training
program led by Rev. Michelle Ledder,
director of Program Ministries for The
United Methodist Church’s General
Commission on Religion & Race. Ideas
emerging from the exercises conducted
during that training have provided a
starting point for us to now begin the
follow-up work of taking concrete steps
to make UCP more inclusive and welcoming. Recommendations that arose

include having a more diverse leadership team, developing ways to increase
social interaction across diverse groups,
and establishing a task force to look at
our Constitution and Bylaws for ways to
institutionalize equity more fully.
The UCP Board has, therefore, established a new ad hoc subcommittee led
by UCP Board members Joan Braxton
and Laurie Callahan. Starting with the
notes from the training session, the

committee is tasked with developing
recommendations for concrete actions
to improve equity at UCP, as well as a
timeline for implementation. It is understood that inclusion work will, of necessity, be ongoing. If you are interested in
participating in this effort, please contact
Laurie (lauriecallahan1@gmail.com;
571-294-1973) or Joan (joanbraxton1@
verizon.net; 703-435-0287).
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UCP Board Monthly Devotions: A meditation on our vision, mission and goal,

What are we waiting for
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator

Something’s always holding us back.

We know how the story ends. We just
don’t understand how it begins. And why
does the beginning come after the apocalyptic ending?

We can get many translations of the
story, a variety of GPS apps with their
own good news and revised standard
editions, and they all direct our journey
if we choose to follow the direction and
understand that the beginning is yet
ahead of the end of the journey. Even if
we’re lost our directional guide can offer
a U-turn to get us back to where we need
to be.

Here’s the beginning of the end. When
Jesus finished teaching all these things, he
said to his disciples, in two days, as you
know, it will be the Passover Festival, and
the Son of Man will be handed over to be
crucified (Matthew 26: 1,2). Pretty clear;
prophesied. Are we waiting for the rest
of the story as Paul Harvey might have
put it?
We are on our journey and we’re stuck
in traffic, stopped for a red or maybe
negotiating our approach to a caution
or awaiting a green go ahead. The GPS
seems to be directing us to a cliff. At least
that’s the way we read it, and that can’t be
right. Do we proceed with caution, trust
our app? Follow blindly in faith? Maybe
we’re misreading the map? Misunderstanding direction? Maybe there’s a short
cut, a way around this travail?

Yes, we understand the end of the story,
anointment, betrayal, last supper, arrest,
Peter, Pilate, stations, cross, crucifixion,
burial, the lot. Then the night, an empty
tomb and mystery.
And the story begins. And we don’t get it.
Naah, can’t be, doubt that. Where are our
CliffsNotes (Cliffs Notes if we’re using an
earlier version), anything to help us pass
the test. We can’t get beyond the mystery
if we can’t understand the story.
So what are we waiting for?



Blessing of the pets
May 4
at Reston Town Center, Pet Fiesta
Time: 11 AM - 4 PM
Once again UCP will be blessing pets for any
family seeking a blessing. We will send each
family a photo and blessing certificate. All pets
are welcome! We need volunteers to cover twohour shifts beginning at 10:30, 12:30, and 2:30
(includes setup and takedown). Come enjoy the
event … bring your pet … and cruise up and
down Market Street. To participate, email Witness
Ministry members, KathySchauer1@gmail.com or
Debby Bailey, debbybailey@verizon.net.
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Pastor Marcus and
his companion
enjoyed the day of
blessing the animals
last May.

United Christian Parish of Reston

A poem

Jim Vollmer

God is Love.
By Jim Vollmer

God is love, this we know,
‘cause the scriptures say it’s so.
God made the moon and stars
above.
God showers us with abiding love.
Now God told us just what to do.
It’s easily said, but it’s hard to do:
Love, share, pray, forgive, and trust.
Love your neighbor, that’s a must.
When you live by the Spirit the
scriptures say:
“The Fruit if the Spirit will be on
display:
Love, joy, peace; patience, kindness,
goodness; faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.”

The Justice Report
By Jim Vollmer
The labor members on the Justice and
Peace Ministerial Team have been advocating for economic and social justice
before state and county officials. JoAnne
Norton and Jim Vollmer presented
views at public meetings on the state
budget and the county budget. Other
members are actively involved in promoting economic and social justice issues,
especially those associated with Delegate
Ken Plum’s staff and so many members
involved in advocacy for gun control,
increasing wages and benefits for workers,
increasing funding for the disabled, and
for mental health and our overall support
of education.
Despite advocating for key social justice
issues including having Virginia support the equal rights amendment, a $15
minimum wage, eliminating the 10 year
wait before disabled people can receive
funding for caregiver services in Virginia,
supporting sick leave benefits denied to
home care workers in Virginia, and com-

mon sense gun control measures such as
those proposed by Delegate Ken Plum,
all these efforts failed to be adopted by
the legislature.
Despite these disappointments home care
workers did receive legislative support
for a 2% raise, and the legislature also
passed Delegate Jennifer Boysko’s bill to
promote dignity by lowering sales taxes
on a variety of elderly and female hygiene
products.
We also continue to celebrate last year’s
victories that include historic legislation
adopting Medicaid expansion in Virginia
and raising the felony threshold from
Virginia’s $250 lowest in the nation, to
$500 (many are advocating for a higher
rate since most states have a threshold if
at least $1000 or more).
We will continue our efforts to improve
the lives of people in general and especially those who are the most vulnerable
among us.

WITS
Book Club
Selections

Karen Sk
K
Skatoff
t ff

By Karen Skatoff
You are invited to join the WITS
(Women in the Spirit) book group on
the fourth Thursdays of the month at
UCP for fellowship and discussion
We will be meeting at 7 pm in room
116. As always, please come for the
discussion even if you have not been
able to finish reading the book.
Apr 25 Travels With Charley by
john Steinbeck
May 23 We Never Asked For Wings
by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
June 27 All The Hate U Give by
Angie Thomas
July 25 Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the Birth of
the FBI by David Grann



Vacation Bible School
By Rev. Beth Williams

Registration is open for
Vacation Bible School July 8-12

Life is sometimes wild, but God is always good! This epic African adventure ente a
gages the whole herd. At Roar, will kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate
ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life.

Online registration is available at http://www.vbspro.events/p/ucp.

Cost is $25 per child,
Max $50 per family.
Scholarships are available
and children of volunteers attend for free.
Children age 4 – 3rd grade are invited to participate. There is a special
all day program, Vacation Bible Adventure for 4th-5th graders which
includes a mission component.
6th graders and older can join in by helping with a class or an activity.
If you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School, please contact
Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.org.
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Writing Worship Watch Plan
By Lee Schmidt, Chair, UCP Worship Watch Plan committee
Worship Watch is similar
to Neighborhood Watch
only focused on houses
of worship, Fairfax
County Police encourage
all worship places to have
such a Plan to protect
people at their facility.
The UCP Board tasked a group to write
a Worship Watch Plan for the United
Christian Parish campus. This group
consists of representatives from various
UCP entities: Deborah Aschenbach,
Board; Debra Bailey, Witness; Amelia
Clark, Preschool; Karen Frazer, HARC;
Jerry Hebenstreit, Worship; and Lee

Schmidt, Buildings & Grounds; with the
co-pastors attending.
Meeting on February 21, Lee presented
a draft plan for discussion and additional
content. General actions to take are:
Observe, Notice, Report. The Plan is expected to contain guidelines as to when
and how these actions are to be taken and
by whom for a variety of use situations at
UCP. It was noted that some groups that
regularly use the building have partial
plans which we will obtain to incorporate into our plan where appropriate. An
example is the Preschool has an evacuate
& reassembly plan.



March 18 Board Report
Submitted by Marcus Leathers, Ministerial Team CoModerator
The UCP Board met on 18 March 2019.
The following are items discussed and
actions taken.
 Called a special board meeting for
March 25 with Harriet Hopkins, National Capital Presbytery.
 Approved a motion to display a rainbow banner (viewable at North Shore
Drive and Fairway Drive) in response
to The United Methodist Church General Conference vote for the Traditional
plan, which is restrictive of the full
inclusion the LGBTQ+ community
within the life of the UMC church.
Through assistance of parish’s Building
and Grounds Team, the banner and
more secure structure for its display
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were accomplished which address requirements of Reston in addition to
signage of more durable material for a
longer use. The motion states that the
duration of the banner’s display will be
a period no longer than two weeks.
 Brenda Meyer stated that HARC has
finalized the fee schedule for weddings
and funerals. Brenda also recognized
the work and commitments of many,
especially the contributions by Ellen
Pierson and Anne Hochstrasser, for
their leadership of the Inclusion Group.
 Discussed the revision of the Goals Survey and publication. Inclusion is one of
the goals of UCP.

United Christian Parish of Reston

Lee will put the additional information
provided by these use groups along with
other provided by Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance, Church Security Services, and
FEMA into an expanded document for
distribution before and discussion at the
next meeting.

Deadline for
news stories is
the 15th of each
month.
Send to
parishlife1@
ucpreston.org
Thank you

Flamingo Surprise
Fundraiser for
Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico

Help the youth raise funds for their Mission Trip by
adorning someone‛s yard with the beautiful springtime color of pink, that is with a pink FLAMINGO
or two or three, or more. The youth will be going
to Puerto Rico for a week this June to help make
repairs and clean up in the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria.
Place your FLAMINGO order during church Sunday morning
and they will appear on the lawn of your choice. The youth
will remove them the following week only to move them to
beautify someone else’s yard. If for some reason you don’t
want your yard adorned, you may purchase FLAMINGO INSURANCE at the same cost as the flamingos.

1 flamingo for $20.00
3 flamingos for $50.00

UCP Concert Series

April 25: Masha Faygelson
By Misha Tumanov,Director of Music Ministries
Masha Feygelson returns to UCP for a
night of R&B and Soul classics! Featuring
some of the most exciting new faces on
the DC music scene - Angel Bethea on
drums, Benjamin Rikhoff on bass, Brendan Schnabel on sax and Misha Tumanov
on keys. Friday, April 26th, at 8pm.

May 9: Bobby Jo
Valentine

Masha Faygelson

By Jerry Hebenstriet
Bobby Jo Valentine is returning to UCP on May 9 as part of
the Concert Series! Bobby Jo is a nationally touring singer/
songwriter who grew up on the coast of Northern California.
His songs are both earthbound and mystical, and speak of the
gentle, everyday spiritual awakenings of an open-hearted life. He
has been named Songwriter of
the year three times by the West
Coast Songwriter’s Association. He
has a strong following of listeners
drawn by songwriting that is both
compelling and poetic.
Bobby is a proud supporter of
equal rights for all people. He believes that we’re all in this together; that “the arc of the universe is
long, but bends toward justice”;
and that real justice means justice
for everyone. Bobby is often
Bobby Jo Valentine
invited to perform benefit concerts for many equal rights organizations, Pride festivals, and
justice-oriented non-profits, including the National Safe Place
Network and Family Promise. In 2018 he performed in a series
of concerts to raise funds for victims of wildfires in Northern
California.

Order forms will be available on the kiosk in the narthex along
with a box in which to place your FLAMINGO orders. Please
place your order and a check made out to UCP (with Youth
Mission Trip in the memo) in the box. A youth will be available on Sunday mornings by the box if you have any questions
about FLAMINGOING.

His concerts are always fun and uplifting. His open approach
to the audience pulls you in and captures your heart. He’s
become a favorite at UCP. Don’t miss this opportunity to
experience his talent. Admission is free, but a free-will offering
will be available to help defray expenses for the Series. Light
refreshments will be served afterward to give you a chance to
meet Bobby Jo.

The delivery dates are
each Sunday from April 27 to May 26
Great for graduation, a unique “thank you,” Mother’s Day,
birthdays or to cheer up a friend. Recipients do not have to
be UPC members.
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Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Sean Aldo
(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

Rachel Amaya
Milton Arnesen

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

Becky Arney

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or heidi@ucpreston.org.

Lynn Franklin

Edward Pelzner

Norma Freeman

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

Jim Hall

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Douglas Hallar

(friend of Lesley Irminger-Block)

Barb

Frances Hurley

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Gloria Barber

Jeanne Kelly

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Laurie Callahan

Joseph & Thelma Cofie
Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Kathy Dally
Janette Dally

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Susan & Ben Erdman
Cheryl Fields’ father
Laura & Dingwall Fleary
(friends of many UCP members)

(friend of Encore Chorale
members)

Helene Kerr
(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Conrad Kilinski and family
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Anne Lamar

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Burt & Kathy Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood
(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

Bishop Sharma Lewis
(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Pauline Pittman
David Plum

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Suzanne Rudiselle
Janet Ruhan

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Rhonda Savage’s family
members
Aaron Sawyer
(former manager of The Closet)

Teddy Sears

(Judy Pew’s friend’s newborn)

Karen Stevens
Fred Taylor

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

Carol Venese
Grace Wang Yang
Maria Weiler
(friend of the Allen family)

Bishop Pete Weaver & the
United Methodist Church
Pamela Williams family
Woloch Family

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Barbara Zettlemoyer
(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Sympathy
to to Annabelle & Jonathan
Hammer on the death of his
father on Feb. 16.
to the family and friends of
UCP member Earl Glauert on
his death on Mar. 9.
to the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and the family and
friends of Cheryl Fields’
cousin, Rev. Robina Winbush,
on her death on Mar. 12. Rev.
Winbush served as PCUSA
Director of Ecumenical
Relations.

Joe McGregor
(Karen Young’s father)

Congratulations
We celebrate the birth of Lucien Matthew
Venteau-Koch, born to Suzanne & Brian
on March 16. Proud big brothers are
Caelan and Micah.
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Walt Peterson

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert

(Kim Baum’s father)

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Elsa Nygard

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Keep Us Updated
Please help us keep the monthly prayer
list current. If you have family members
or friends whose names appear in this
month’s Parish Life, please let Pastor
Marcus know if you’d like them to remain
on the list by emailing him at marc@
ucpreston.org.
United Christian Parish of Reston

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry --------------------------------------------------------Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt

Parish Staff

Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------ Judy Roe & Paula Steinmann
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish,
Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore, Ashley Aschenbach, and
Katarzyna Kryca

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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