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Pentecost at
the Opera
By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

I Love My Church:
Summer Series
By Rev. Beth Williams
Whether you are a long-time member
or just joining, we hope that there is
something you love about UCP, something that you would want the community to know about us, something that
we do well. That is what this Summer
Series is all about: sharing what we love
about UCP with one another and with
our neighbors. For if the world sees us
joyfully living out the gospel, passionate
about who we are and what God is calling us to do, they may just want to come
and see what all this excitement is about
and be a part of it.
Being in a relationship with Jesus means
being part of the church, part of the
family of faith. In mid-May, we asked,
“What do you love about United Christian Parish?” The majority of responses
expressed love for UCP relating to:
• being a welcoming congregation
• Justice & Peace Ministry Team,
including Environmental Justice and
passion for Social Justice
• Ecumenism (multi-denominational)
Continued on p. 2

Earlier this year, I was able to attend a
performance held at the Reston Community Center. While comfortably seated in
a large leather chair near the entrance of
the concert hall, I was thoroughly enjoying the event. The program included music performed by the Reston Community
Orchestra (RCO); Ms. Beverly Cosham,
who serves as president of the RCO
and chair of the Reston Community
Center; and other wonderfully talented
artists. The program was excellent and as
I exited, the second half of this concert
hadn’t even begun! I was certain that at
the conclusion of this performance, the
audience’s applause, shouts of enthusiasm, and joyful cheers of appreciation for
their experience would sound like roaring thunder as it filled the concert hall! I
imagined this large audience’s ovations,
smiles, and gratitude for the director,
Dingwall Fleary, and the orchestra that
Continued on p. 3
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Summer at UCP
June 9 begins one worship

service at 10 am. Child care
available. Sunday School classes
resume after Labor Day.
7:30 Evening worship continues
throughout summer

June 14

Friday 7:30 pm Outdoor Movie
Nights*

June 16

I Love My Church: Summer
Sermon Series*

June 22

Camping overnight at L. Fairfax

June 30

Youth report on Puerto Rican
Mission during worship
Sundays 11:30 am Summer
Reading*

July 8 – 12

Vacation Bible School

August 18

Works Sunday
*Continuing through the
summer. See pg. 1 and 2.
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I love my church
continued from p. 1

• Youth & Children’s Ministries
• Fellowship
• Faith Formation and the open-mindedness in our classes
• Music Ministry
• service opportunities and the Mission
Ministry
• the people and diversity
From June 16 - September 1, these
topics will be used as weekly themes to
compile the entity of I Love My Church.
They will be explored in worship and
throughout the week. If you would like
to be featured for one of these themes
on our website, social media or through
video please contact Kate Hoing,
kate@ucpreston.org.
Through this series, the hope is to not
only highlight what is loved about UCP,
but to offer the opportunity for guests
and for all in the community to experience Jesus when they experience us.

Summer Reading
When: Last Sunday each month –
June 30, July 28, August 25 – from
11:30-1:30
Where: United Christian Parish,
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA
US 20190
June 30: The Uninhabitable
Earth: Life after Warming by
David
Wallace-Wells
July 28: The Soul of America: The
Battle for our Better Angels by
Jon Meacham
August 25: Dear White Christians:

For Those Still Longing for Racial
Reconciliation by Jennifer Harvey

All welcome at all discussions.
Questions? Contact Pastor Beth

UCP to offer free outdoor movie nights
By Kate Hoing
Summer fun is just
around the corner!
Come for a free showing of a hit movie
being shown on the
church patio starting at
7:30. Popcorn will be
provided. Bring the family or a friend
and something comfortable to sit on.
If it rains, movies will move indoors.
Contact Pastor Beth, beth@ucpreston.
org, for more info.

Schedule:
June 14: Holes
June 28: Freedom Writers
July 12: Zootopia

Lake Anne Plaza
UCP takes pride in being an open and affirming
church and welcoming
diversity in our congregation. We are proud sponsors of the 2nd Annual
Reston Pride celebrating
and supporting the local LGBTQI community.
There will be live entertainment, live music,
speakers, performers,
faith leaders, politicians,
exhibitors & vendors,
food and more!
All are welcome! Reston
Pride is a child-friendly
event. Takes place at Lake
Anne Plaza (1609 Washington Plaza, Reston),
from 2-7 PM on June 1.

July 26: North by Northwest
August 9: Up
August 23: The African
Doctor

Last year’s booth at Reston Pride
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Pentecost at the Opera
Continued from p. 1

played passionately from the very first
movement of the evening’s beginning. I
imagined the vocalists standing in front
the audience, bowing and beaming as
each one received a bouquet of flowers.
I imagined this conclusion because I
wasn’t there to see it. Seated in such close
proximity to the entry for the afternoon’s
performance meant that I could hear the
conversations between the visitors hoping
to gain entrance into the concert and the
center’s attendants, who were informing people that the concert hall was at
its capacity. The visitors could listen to
the concert from the places where they
stood but they could not be seated. As
the crowd of people with no chance of
entering the concert hall grew, some were
directed towards the lobby in order to
comply with fire regulations.
Suddenly I heard a voice from those
who were standing in the foyer. I heard
a gentleman say, “She’s my daughter...
but, the singer, she’s my daughter!” As
a father, in that moment I could only
imagine the feelings of this gentleman. If
I were faced with the same circumstance,
I would hope that someone would make
room for me. I had heard more than
what was enough to move my heart and
compel me to offer to this father the
chair that I was occupying. I rose from
my comfortable seat and went to the
attendant to voluntarily give my space to
that father who wanted to be in place for
his daughter.
God’s Holy Spirit creates space for itself
among God’s people. In considering
the characteristics of God’s Holy Spirit,
I have thought of Paul’s description of
love: “[it] does not insist on its own way;
[love] bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.” (1
Corinthians 13:5,7). Acts 2 describes
the completion of what John the Baptist began (Acts 1:5). Acts 2 describes
the empowerment of the believers to
bear witness to the power of the gospel
as promised in Acts 1:8. Referring to
the prophet Joel, who preceded Peter’s

generation many centuries earlier, Peter
interpreted the experience of those who
gathered in Jerusalem for the Festival
of Weeks as the fulfillment of God’s
promises spoken by Joel, “In the last days
it will be, God declares, that I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh.” (Acts 2:17).
After Peter’s sermon, the Holy Spirit created room in the world for thousands to
become the earliest Christian communities—the church, (Acts 2:37-47).
Forty-six years ago, on Pentecost Sunday, God’s Holy Spirit created room in
the hearts, minds and spirits of faithful
people in Reston for the birth of the
United Christian Parish (UCP). On
Pentecost Sunday, June 9, I hope that
all who attend UCP will experience joy
through God’s movement in our worship.

The service is
entitled
“Spirit Song”.

New Testaments within the bible. Acts
provides the narratives conveying the
movement of God’s spirit in the lives of
diverse communities across the Mediterranean world—Christ’s disciples; leaders
newly chosen, such as Paul and Barnabas;
Jewish and non-Jewish communities; the
wealthy; the poor; the well informed and
the marginalized. The gospel is the power
of God and at Pentecost we celebrate
God’s Holy Spirit acting within the lives
of God’s people who are empowered to
engage the world.
Among the gifts of United Christian Parish is its diversity of membership. Worship on Pentecost Sunday will be another
occasion to celebrate what the founders
of United Christian Parish sought to
achieve in Reston and the world—a faith
community called together by the Holy
Spirit into one fellowship, worshipping
the one God who continues to make all
things new, and manifesting oneness of
our life together in Jesus Christ. What a
joy to have an assurance of a community
founded upon the movement of God’s
spirit among diverse communities to creatively make room for all as Jesus Christ
has welcomed all!

Pentecost Sunday will be the first worship
of our summer worship schedule, which
means that worship will begin at 10:00
AM. The service is entitled “Spirit Song”.
We will share the story of friends who
have recently joined a Christian fellowship and wonder about the meaning of
Pentecost; with them, we wander through
the story of the beginning of the church
featuring the talents and ministries of our
music department as well as a few other
special voices within our Parish. In some
places the story will be song as if it is an
opera. In other places, participants will
read their lines. Most important, I hope
that we have some fun.
Pentecost is the celebration of God’s gift
of the Holy Spirit as fulfillment of what
was promised by God and attested to
by God’s prophets in both the Old and
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Puerto Rico Youth Mission Trip
By Rev. Beth Williams
We are getting excited as the trip draws
nearer. Nine young people and two
adults will be going to Puerto Rico from
June 22 – 29. We will be worshipping
with our hosts and helping to clean up
and make repairs in the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria.
Group, the organization that sponsors
the trip, works with multiple city governments across the island to help identify
the people in the community with the
greatest need. Group has expressed
their thanks to us saying, “We are thankful for your willing hearts to come and
serve your fellow brothers and sisters in
Puerto Rico. By serving here, you will
have a chance to make a real impact in
the lives of people who will be greatly
blessed by your service. Your presence in
Puerto Rico will help people know that
God loves and cares for them, just as
God loves and cares for you.”

this year and well as the
generous commitment
of funds from the UCP
Missions Ministry. Those
going on the trip will be
commissioned at the
worship service on June
16 and will be leading
worship on June 30 to
share their experiences
Hurricane Maria Recovery: Puerto Rico rebuilding
with the parish. If you
would like to contact the one year after Maria | abc7news.com
The youth going are Micah Ahearngroup throughout the week
Wood, Toby Ahearn Wood, Sydney
sending them your prayers and blessCook, Jacob Grant, Leah Jones, Mandela
ings, please email me, beth@ucpreston.
org, and I will share them with the group Langhum, Kellie McCrea, Paige Perez,
and Haydon Whitney; Ray Whitney and
during our evening devotions.
I will chaperone.

Bob Haley was
Flamingoed as part of
the youth group’s fund
raising efforts for the trip.
Individuals were selected
by others to have the
youth group set up the
flamingos on designated
front yards for for a fee.

And we could not be going without all
the wonderful support from UCP. So
thank you all for your participation in the
various fundraisers, Christmas Greenery,
Babysitting, Flamingoing, and the Silent
Auction, that the youth have sponsored

UCP’s going camping!
By Shelly Johnson
Please join us for fellowship, outdoor fun, good
food, and music at our
first UCP campout!
When: Sat 6/22-6/23
Where: Lake Fairfax Park,
Group Area 1
What: Fellowship, outdoor fun, food, and music
Cost: $10 per family, scholarships available
What you need: a tent, bedding, refillable water bottle
Optional to bring: potluck side dish or
dessert and outdoor games (frisbees, bean
bags, etc) to share.
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Don’t want to spend the night? Feel
free to join in for the day. Don’t have
a tent? Let us know and we’ll work to
match you with someone with an extra
to lend or help point you in the right
direction to purchase one.
Registration forms will be available
soon. If you have any questions or
would like to help with planning this
event, please contact Shelly Johnson at
michellejohnson1980@yahoo.com or
757-375-8698 or Cheryl Fields at
cdfwrites@gmail.com or 202-2583706.

United Christian Parish of Reston

UCP Annual congregational meeting

Officers elected, covenant approved
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator
The UCP congregation on
May 19 approved a congregational covenant and
elected 14 officers to lay
leadership.
Motions originally scheduled for consideration May 19 will be consolidated
as one motion and rescheduled for a
congregational vote June 16 after the 10
am single service.
The congregation will be asked on June
16 to elect the UCP Board as a pastor
nominating committee with the express
purpose of presenting the “stated supply” pastor, Rev. Elisabeth Williams, who
currently serves as Co-Pastor for Faith
Formation, for election at a subsequent
congregational meeting for the same position in covenant with the congregation.
Pastor Beth serves as a temporary “stated
supply” pastor through March 27, 2020,
at the invitation of the UCP Board. The
congregation will have an opportunity
to vote this fall (date TBD) on whether
to call Pastor Beth to the same position.

The Board is following National Capital
Presbytery procedures for moving “stated
supply” pastors to “called and installed”
positions.
The Board thanks church members for
participating in recent listening sessions
and providing continuing feedback
on Pastor Beth’s service for the United
Christian Parish.
UCP Congregational Covenant

As congregants of United Christian
Parish, we are united in our love of
God, Christ and the Holy Spirit, and
we strive to follow Jesus’ example and
commandment “to love one another.”
We hereby covenant to treat one
another and visitors among us with
respect in both spoken and written
word—valuing all voices (even when
views expressed differ from ours) that
we might more clearly discern God’s
will and be a beloved community in
which all are welcome and embraced as
fellow children of God.

In compliance with the UCP Constitution, 69 paper ballots voted “yes” for the
congregational covenant (zero “no” votes)
and 68 approved the LLNC nominees for
leadership positions. Sixty five ballots approved the entire slate and three approved
all nominees by name. One ballot voted
“yes” for the covenant but did not vote
for the slate or individuals nominated.
There were no nominations from the
floor.
Dave Tiller, LLNC co-chair, introduced
the nominees and Laurie Callahan,
UCP Board, offered the covenant. UCP
members by show of hands unanimously
approved election and covenant motions
offered by Bill Jackson and Lois McMahon and seconded. The show-of-hands
votes were subsequently affirmed by paper
ballot and quorum and voting requirements met in accord with UCP’s Constitution and Bylaws.

Joining UCP’s Lay Leadership Team

Parish Board,
Class of 2022

Cheryl Fields
Building and
Grounds Team,
Class of 2022

Ryan Tiller

Shelly Johnson

Human & Administrative Resources Council
(HARC),
Class of 2022

Commonwealth
Trustee,
Class of 2022

Finance
Council,
Class of 2022

Richard Allen Rachel Amaya Karen Young

John Melnick

Jo Franklin

Lay Leadership
Nominating Committee,
Class of 2021

Jim McConnell Sonja Vaughan Carol Venese

Preschool Advisory
Committee (PAC)

Suzanne
Venteau-Koch
(2020)

Rebecca
Turner
(2021)

Tiffany
Wilson
(2021)
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Jesus was a low-wage worker
By Rob Gehring

You shall not withhold the wages of poor
and needy laborers, whether other Israelites
or aliens who reside in your land in one of
your towns. Deuteronomy 24:14
“There is nothing but a lack of social
vision to prevent us from paying an adequate wage to every American whether
he [or she] is a hospital worker, laundry
worker, maid, or day laborer.”— The Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Too many low-wage jobs
Over one-quarter of all jobs in the U.S.
(28%) pay poverty-level wages, so low
that a full-time worker cannot keep
a family of four out of poverty, jobs
as nurses aides, hotel housekeepers,
farm workers, day laborers, childcare
specialists, fast food workers, retail sales
clerks and custodians. These jobs are
more likely to be held by women and
people of color, marginal jobs for— too
often—marginalized people. Hispanics
are most likely to be paid poverty wages
followed by African Americans.

Jobs should lift workers out of poverty,
not keep them there. Poverty wages are
sometimes justified by assuming certain
workers are not worth more, are not

worthy of living wages. But all workers
are people of God, made in God’s image.
Jesus was a low-wage worker. Low-wage
workers today deserve a living wage.
Low-wage jobs are less likely to provide
health insurance, a pension, or paid
sick leave. More than 8 in 10 low-wage
workers do not have a single paid sick
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day. These jobs are more likely to require
evening, night, weekend, or rotating
shifts and are more likely to be part time.
They are also more likely to be dangerous
or unsafe. Each year more than one out
of every four meat-packing workers in
the U.S. suffers an injury or work-related
illness that requires medical attention
beyond first aid. One out of every seven
poultry processing workers is injured or
becomes ill due to their job each year.
Moreover, these jobs are seldom ladders
to better opportunities.
Education is not the answer While more
education can improve the job prospects
for individuals, allowing them to move
to a better paying opportunity, more
education for workers will not improve
low-wage jobs. Even if everyone had a
college degree, we would still need people
to sweep floors, sell
clothes, cook burgers, and
care for our children and
elders. These jobs would
still be poverty-wage jobs.
The only way to improve
a poverty-wage job is to
raise the pay. The “problem” is not the worker but
the job.

What can be done about
poverty-wage jobs?
Some ways to improve wages include:
 Raising the minimum wage.
The federal minimum wage is $7.25 an
hour or slightly over $15,000 a year for
a full-time worker, needs to be raised.
United Christian Parish of Reston

 Strengthening workers’ right to organize
or form a union.
The right to organize a union has been
eroded in the U.S. In 31% of all efforts
to form unions, workers are illegally
fired solely for their union organizing
efforts.
 Improving fair labor provisions in international free trade agreements.
Differing labor practices add to incentives for international companies to
move production to developing countries.
 Stopping wage theft
Up to two-thirds of workers in low-wage
industries are victims of wage theft each
week. Failure to pay for all hours worked
or for overtime are just some examples of
the ways employers steal wages. (Note:
The Virginia General Assembly passed
and the governor signed laws this year
to remove some Jim Crow exceptions to
minimum wage requirements, and to require employers to provide pay stubs for
each payment, with some exceptions.)
All people, including low-wage workers, are created in the image of God. All
jobs should provide fair wages, benefits,
and working conditions. All workers
(all people!) should be able to support
themselves and their families, and live
with dignity the life of wholeness that
God intends for all. God’s reign does not
stop at the door to the workplace but
extends to all aspects of life including our
work lives.
Continued on p. 7

By Annerieke Owen
This month I would like
to forward a wonderful
article about the “The
Closet”, the thrift store
supported by more than
20 different faith-based
congregations and groups, among them
our UCP. Richard and Eloise Williams
with several other faithful members
of our congregation are driving forces
behind this thrift store, spending many
hours working tirelessly to make it such a
success. If you would like to know more
about this worthwhile volunteer work, see
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org. If
you would like to volunteer a few hours—
maybe every month—please contact Barbara Schell (703-758-1309) or Annette
Reed (703-709-0710). UCP’s next dates
for helping are June 8 and 22 and July 13
and 27.
The following article was written by The
Closet’s publicity committee.
Closet News: The Closet, a nonprofit
thrift store in Herndon supported by

our United Christian Parish, allocated
$30,000 to scholarships to students in
five area high schools this spring. Herndon, South Lakes, Oakton, Park View
and Mountain View high schools each
received $6,000 to award to graduating
students pursuing post-secondary study.
In addition, The Closet gave monetary
grants to the following nonprofits: All
Ages Read Together; Britepaths (formerly
Our Daily Bread); Family Pass; Helping
Hungry Kids; Herndon-Reston FISH;
Herndon Senior Center Council, Inc.;
Literacy Council of Northern Virginia;
and the Rotary Club of Herndon (to
help fund the Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library in Herndon).
Award recipients often write thank you
notes. One, Gary, likened the money
that The Closet gives out to the effect
of the ripples when a pebble is thrown a
lake. When The Closet gives out grants
and scholarships, the lives of others in
the greater Herndon community are
influenced over time and space in unexpected ways. This was brought home

recently by a customer, JoAnn, who told
The Closet manager that her son, Justin,
was a recipient of a Closet scholarship
when he graduated from Herndon High
School many years ago. JoAnn remembers the scholarship gave her son encouragement and confidence. He attended
James Madison University and met his
wife there. He went on to earn a Masters of Divinity from Dallas Theological
Seminary. Justin, now in his late 40’s,
is an associate director at one the largest
churches in the Atlanta area - Northpoint
Community Church. He has worked
with youth and adults all over the world.
The Closet’s scholarship did indeed have
unexpected and wide-ranging influence.
JoAnn added, “This is a wonderful thing
you are doing.”
Thank you to all the donors, shoppers,
and volunteers who make it possible
for The Closet to fund scholarships and
grants. While we don’t solicit monetary
donations, any monies that we receive are
added to the Scholarship Fund, unless
designated otherwise by the donor.

Answering God’s Call
Continued from p. 6

What Can I Do?
Living Wage Certification: The
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public
Policy is partnering with Virginia
communities to launch and support
Living Wage Certification Programs.
This voluntary process is designed to:
 Recognize employers who are already paying their workers a living
wage

 Urge consumers to patronize area businesses that provide living wages
 Encourage employers who are not currently paying a living wage to adopt the
program’s standards
So far, programs have been implemented
in Alexandria and Richmond. UCP
might consider partnering with other
local faith communities to introduce this
program to the Reston area.
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UCP Gospel Choir adds work of
Richard Smallwood
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
The UCP Gospel
Choir has added
“Total Praise” by
famed gospel
composer Richard
Smallwood to its
roster of songs. This
song holds a special
place in Smallwood’s volume of
works.
When Smallwood wrote “Total
Praise” in 1995, formed a new
Gospel group while taking care of
his ailing mother and his terminally ill God son. Describing his life
as revolving around going from
the hospital to home, he feared
for his own health.
Smallwood did not intend to
write a song, but sat down at his
piano and began to write what
he thought would be a song
depicting a valley experience,
not a mountaintop one. Smallwood said in an interview that
God spoke to him as he began to
write, and he heard the cascading
“Amens” that end the song in his
head before he got to the end.
Smallwood said that writing that
song was a lesson from God. He
was taught to praise God in the
valley as well as the mountain
top. At this dark time of his life,
God spoke this song into his spirit.
Amazed at the popularity of Total
Praise, Richard Smallwood told
an interviewer, “I was in Norway
and a choir sang it in Norwegian.
I’ve seen videos of it in Samoan
and Italian and Russian and He-
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brew, and heard it sung in Japanese, German, and French.”
The song has migrated from
the church to the secular world
where pop stars have sung it on
television and radio. Smallwood
sees the song as God’s because of

Masters of Divinity Degree from
Howard University School of
Divinity. He has written dozens
of award-winning gospel songs
that have been recorded by a
large array of singers, including
the highly acclaimed “Center of
My Joy.”

Total Praise
By Richard Smallwood
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills
Knowing my help is coming from you
Your peace, you give me in time of
the
storm
You are the source of my strength
You are the strength of my life
I lift my hands in total praise to you
You are the source of my strength
You are the strength of my life
I lift my hands in total praise to you

Gospel composer
Richard Smallwood

how it originated. Indeed, it’s a
special song and it is a welcomed
addition to the UCP Gospel Choir
repertoire. When you hear it, I
think you will understand and feel
this powerful music.
Richard Smallwood was born
in Atlanta, Georgia in 1948 and
is a recipient of numerous music awards including numerous
Grammys, and an NAACP Image
award. He was inducted into the
Gospel Hall of Fame and graduated Magna Cum Laude from Howard University. He also holds a

United Christian Parish of Reston

Amen, Amen (Amen)
Amen, Amen (Amen)
Amen, Amen (Amen)
Amen, Amen (Amen)

May 20 Board Report
By Craig Palmer,
Lay Co-Moderator
The Board decided to offer a single motion for the congregation to consider at
the rescheduled June 16 congregational
meeting and agreed to extend communications with our ecumenical partners
on moving Pastor Beth from her contract
with the Board as a “stated supply” pastor to a covenantal relationship with the
congregation.
The motion will ask the congregation to
elect the UCP Board as a pastor nominating committee with the express purpose of later presenting the Rev. Elisabeth
Williams for election to the same position she currently holds, Co-Pastor for
Faith Formation. The congregation will
have an opportunity to vote this fall (date
TBD) on whether to call Pastor Beth to
the position. It is not a new position but
a change in relationship.

4-2 with one abstention. Discussion
focused in part on expected competition
for one available banner frame, use of the
frame for “event” or “identity” signage
and how to continue the signage conversation.
The Board agreed to send a letter to the
JPMT in response to earlier communications from the Justice and Peace Ministry
Team.
During the Board’s time for members,
Kathy Kelley asked for Board support
and clarification of her representation as
the United Christian Parish delegate at
the June 20-22 UMC Virginia Annual
Conference in Roanoke, Va. She also
requested the necessary credentials to
represent the UCP, which we will obtain
for her. Board members said the Board
would have no objection to holding a
same-sex marriage at the UCP, that all
are treated equally here.
The Board affirmed the following chairs/
co-chairs of ministries and teams.

The Board engaged in lengthy discussion on exterior signage before approving
a motion stating that when the banner
frame is available, the rainbow banner
shall be displayed. The motion carried

Ministries
Faith Formation – Jane Plum and Jeff
Smith
Mission – Kathy Kelley and Bob Haley
Witness – Debby Bailey and Menda
Ahart
Worship – Jerry Hebenstreit
Teams

Building & Grounds – Rich Steinmann
and Lee Schmidt
Fellowship – Judy Roe and Nancy
Vollmer
Justice & Peace Ministry Team (JPMT)
– pending
Tech Team – Claudia Stallings and Matt
Aguirre
Debbie Aschenbach offered the devotion,
a thank you to volunteers.
The June 17 Board meeting, the last for
members whose terms of office expire,
will invite new Board members to a
joint meeting with the Parish Ministry
Council (PMC) at 6 pm for dinner and
discernment on the next year of governance.

May Board Devotions
By Menda Ahart
Remembering
and Celebrating

Christians have
journeyed (in virtualreality style) from Ash
Wednesday through
Lent to Holy Week,
remembering the
teachings of Jesus, the healings, the
Last Supper and Good Friday. Remembering Good Friday, couldn’t you
hear the plaintive song, “Were You
There?” “Oh, sometimes, it causes me
to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you
there when they crucified my Lord?”

But then, on the third day when Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went
to the tomb, the angel told them Jesus
had risen, as he said. The women
went away rejoicing, celebrating! And
so, we celebrated Easter a few Sundays ago with butterflies decorating
the sanctuary, with hallelujahs, music,
dancing and preaching.

a holiday in 1914. We remember
our mother as our role model, our
teacher, our comforter, our friend,
always there for us.

Remembering and Celebrating

How many times have you heard
athletes or others accepting awards
thank their mothers for their success? What lessons can you recall
and remember that you learned
from your mother that are reminiscent of Jesus’ life and teachings?

We also celebrated Mother’s Day, a
time to honor mothers—ones who
gave birth to us, adopted us, or was a
mother figure. The idea was created by
Anna Jarvis and was officially declared

Please note that these thoughts in
no way diminish the role our fathers played in our lives. We will
remember and celebrate Father’s
Day June 16.
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Blessing of the pets
By Deanne Perez
UCP pastors and vvolunl
teers worked to bless 105
pets for more than 90 pet
owners at this year’s Pet
Fiesta, held at the Reston
Town Center. For several
years UCP has participated in this special outreach
in our community.
Pet lovers from around the community
gathered to celebrate their pet companions and UCP’s services were appreciated by all who visited. Excited children
clung to four-legged best friends, blessings surrounded dogs looking for forever
homes, and families forged even deeper
bonds with their very special family
members.
It was a full day for our Witness Ministry,
and we would like to thank those who

made it possible: Pastors Lloyd, Ken, and
Beth, without whom blessings would not
have been possible.
Kasia for her expert-level photography
skills.
Glenn, Sandra, Menda, John, LorrieAnn, Millie, Debby, Jake, and Zach
Perez who kept things running smoothly
and directed traffic to our booth. An extra thanks to Debby for making sure our
snack cravings were met as well as those
of our pet guests.
And a special thanks to Kathy and Lee
for organizing our efforts and making
sure our supply needs were met made
the day extra enjoyable for all involved!
(Top right) Rev. Ken Collins, (below
left) Rev. Beth Williams, and (below
right) Rev. Lloyd Kinzer divided the day
and blessings for the animals.

Starting at left, Glenn
Surabian, Kasia Kryca,
Menda Ahart, Debby
Bailey, Deanne Perez
and sons, and Pastor
Beth, all volunteered
their help for a very
busy day.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Donovan Cates—South Lakes, will attend University Margaret (Maggie) Millar—Herndon, will attend
of Virginia (Yvonne Kauffman’s grandson)
University of Mary Washington with plans to study
Communications and/or Psychology
Kellie McCrea—South Lakes, will attend University of
Rochester to study engineering
Sydney Rose Pitulej—Flint Hill Upper School, will
attend Virginia Polytechnic Institute/Virginia Tech
Dillon Melnick—South Lakes, will attend Northern
with plans to study biology and animal science
Virginia Community College

COLLEGE GRADUATES
Erika Elder—Bachelor’s degree in Biomedical and Kyra Kauffman—English degree, Loyola University; will
Forensic Sciences; starting medical school (Kathleen pursue a master’s degree with teaching scholarship
Elder’s niece)
(Yvonne Kauffman’s granddaughter)
Marc Elder—M.D., George Washington University; Stephen Lovell—Bachelor in Nutrition, Louisiana State
pursuing master’s degree in public health (Kathleen University; beginning dietetics internship at Hines VA
Elder’s nephew)
Center in Chicago (Sarah Soliman’s brother)
Emily Forbes—BS in Psychology, minor in Neuroscience, Allan J. Meyer—Master’s degree in Secondary
Bridgewater College
Education Math Concentration, George Mason
University; teaching in Loudoun County Public Schools
Jay Forbes—Master of Music Therapy, Shenandoah
in the fall
Conservatory; working at The Katherine Thomas
School in Rockville and with Loudoun Mental Health Mark Penaranda—P.A. degree, West Liberty University
(grandson of Bob and Nancy Mason)
Abby Frazer—Bachelor of Social Work, University of
Pittsburgh
Glenn Turner—Bachelor of Music, George Mason
University; pursuing local teaching position
Christy Hermansen—Master of Theological Studies,
Wesley Seminary; Diedra Kriewald Award for
Sophie Young—BA in History of Art & Digital Media
Commitment to Excellence in the Teaching Ministry Information Studies, University of Glasgow
of the Church
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Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971):
A Christian realist and the conscience of America
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
God, give us grace to accept with
serenity the things that cannot be
changed,
Courage to change the things
which should be changed,
and the wisdom to distinguish
the one from the other.
Living one day at a time,
Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as a pathway to
peace,
Taking, as Jesus did, this sinful
world as it is,
Not as I would have it.
Trusting that You will make all
things right,
If I surrender to Your will,
So that I may be reasonably happy
in this life,
And supremely happy with You
forever in the next.
Amen.
The “Serenity Prayer ” is familiar to
many people. People recovering
from addiction often use this prayer
as a part of their healing mantras.
This prayer was written by Rev.
Reinhold Niebuhr, who was known
as a Christian realist. During his time
most people were interested in the
social gospel. Unlike his contemporaries, Niebuhr looked at a world

difficult to reconcile the prosperity
of his white congregation with the
squalid conditions of Detroit’s black
community who had migrated from
the south in order to take advantage
of jobs in the auto industry. Their
housing opportunities were limited
because of their race. Niebuhr became involved in their life and began
working on issues of housing and
expanding economic opportunities
for the African-American community.

Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr

that was a lot more dynamic than
the one other theologians witnessed.
He lived through turbulent times—
World War II, the Korean War, the
depression, the changing Industrial
Age, and parts of the Vietnam war.
Niebuhr was called on by the U.S.
government to provide consultations
on various international and national
issues, even though the FBI had him
on a watch list.
Niebuhr began as a pastor in a prosperous working class white church
in Detroit, Michigan, just as the auto
industry was creating a middle class
in Detroit. But Niebuhr found it

Appreciation

Dear Parishioners,

“The Norman E. Franklin Memorial Scholarship” was created with the
support of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity—Omicron Kappa Kappa (OKK)
Chapter. Two college-bound seniors who exhibit academic promise and
strong leadership in the community will be awarded the scholarship. Many
thanks to United Christian Parish for your contributions.
Sincerely,
The Franklin Family

12

United Christian Parish of Reston

Following his pastorate in Detroit,
Niebuhr was called to teach at
Union Theological Seminary in New
York. It was there that he began his
national climb to become the “Conscience of America.” Considered
one of the last major public theologians, he spoke out on the conditions of America’s moral dilemmas.
His book “Moral Man, Immoral
Society,” written in the 1930’s, is
one of the classic books on ethics. A
major premise of the book is that human beings may be moral individually, but in groups they may abandon
their ethical framework. A student of
Niebuhr’s, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
applied some of his ethical framework to the civil rights struggle.
Niebuhr remained at Union Theological Seminary until his death in
1971. (A dvd on the life of Reinhold
Niebuhr is available for distribution.)

Correction
The May newsletter incorrectly
attributed the article on the Reston
Farmers Market to Rev. Laverne Gill.
The authors of the article were Carol
McLean and Eulene Bevans.

W.I.T.S. Annual
Retreat Sept 27-29
By Nancy Vollmer

Women in the Spirit (WITS) invites all UCP
women to join us for our annual fall retreat.
This year’s theme is “Stretching Body and
Soul!” We will be focusing on how our faith
is an invitation to reflect God’s light and offer
our light to the world. To do this we need
to stretch--body and soul! Through a series
of small group interactions, personal reflections, large group
sharing, movements, and singing we will arrive at closing
worship with a clearer sense of our light and our gifts and
our desire to offer them to each other, the congregation and
beyond.
Our retreat leader will be Rev. Debra Peevey. She has led
our retreats before and we are happy to introduce her to a
new generation of Women in the Spirit! The planning team
will be reaching out to personally invite every woman in the
congregation to join in! It will be fun! It will be refreshing!
It will be faith empowering!
Please join us for this retreat on Friday - Sunday, September
27, 28 & 29. We will be at the Christian Church Conference
Center in Bethany Beach, DE. We travel there on Friday, and
the evening session begins our retreat. The cost is $180 for
accommodations Friday and Saturday night with meals on
Saturday and breakfast Sunday morning. Make your reservation now - flyers are available on the slat wall at UCP. Payment will be due September 6. Partial and full scholarships
are available.

WITS Book Club selections
By Karen Skatoff
You are invited to join the WITS (Women in
the Spirit) book group on the fourth Thursday
of the month at UCP for fellowship and
discussion.
We will be meeting at 7 pm in room 116. As
always, please come for the discussion even if
you have not been able to finish reading the
book.

Vacation Bible School
By Rev. Beth Williams

Registration is open for
VBS July 8-12
2
Online registration is available at
http://www.vbspro.events/p/ucp.

Cost is $25 per child,
Max $50 per family.
Scholarships are available
and children of volunteers attend for free.
Children age 4 – 3rd grade are invited to participate. There is
a special all day program, Vacation Bible Adventure for 4th-5th
graders which includes a mission component.
6th graders and older can join in by helping with a class or an
activity.
If you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School,
please contact
Beth Williams at beth@ucpreston.org.

The next Parish Life Newsletter
will cover July and August and
will come out Aug. 1.
Deadline
for this combined newsletter
issue is July 15.
The deadline for the September
issue stories is Aug. 15.
Please send them to
parishlife1@ucpreston.org.

June 27 All The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
July 25 Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann
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Prayer Requests

To submit prayer requests, you may go to the UCP website at
www.ucpreston.org/prayer or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or heidi@ucpreston.org.

Please keep in your prayers:
All who are serving
in the military
Sean Aldo

Susan & Ben Erdman
Cheryl Fields’ father
Lynn Franklin

(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Milton Arnesen

Norma Freeman

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Barb

Patty Gehring

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber
(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Sally Baughman
Barbara Bonner
Joseph & Thelma Cofie
Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Kathy Dally

Douglas Hallar

(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Burt & Kathy Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood
(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

Joe McGregor

Barbara Zettlemoyer

(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Janette Dally

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Helene Kerr

Keith Elder

(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Kathy Schuaer-Schmidt
Karen Stevens
Fred Taylor

Elsa Nygard

Dr. William Chris Hobgood,

Frances Hurley

Janet Ruhan

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

Sheila Paterson
(friend of Barbara Schell)

former General Minister and
President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and Regional
Minister of the Christian Church
Capital Area

Suzanne Rudiselle

(Karen Young’s father)

(Kim Baum’s father)
Barbara Herath)
(Joellyn Kinzer’s cousin-in-law

(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

(Kathleen Elder’s brother)
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Kennedy Gilbert

Conrad Kilinski and family

Edward Pelzner
Walt Peterson
(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

Pauline Pittman

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

David Plum

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Andrew Rademaker

Charlette Gilbert’s friend

United Christian Parish of Reston

(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Sympathy
to the family of Lesley
Irminger-Block’s friend,
Melissa Sheets, on her death
on Apr. 27
to Rev. Melinda Reed and
Ancilma Peters on the death
of Melinda’s Aunt Marion on
May 14

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry --------------------------------------------------------Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt

Parish Staff

Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule - June 2

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------ Judy Roe & Paula Steinmann
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team ----------------------------------------------------------------TBD
Technology Team ----------------------------- Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish,
Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore, Ashley Aschenbach, and
Katarzyna Kryca

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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Summer Worship Schedule - June 9 - Sept 1, 2019
10:00 am ------------------------------------ Worship (Communion)
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship
Summer Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9 am -12:30 pm, 1 pm - 4 pm
Friday: 9 am - 1 pm

United Christian Parish of Reston
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