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Lent
March 6
Prayer Stations and
Imposition of Ashes
9:30 am to 7:30 pm

As we enter the season of Lent, you are
invited to spend some time throughout
the day in the sanctuary in prayer and
contemplation as you ready your heart
for remembering Jesus’ passion and
celebrating the resurrection. There will
be interactive prayer stations set up and
light refreshments available.
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“You are
dust, and to
dust you shall
return.” Genesis 3:19
Worship Service
7:30 pm

A contemplative service with prayer,
scripture, Taizé music, communion,
and ashes
This first day of Lent as we begin the
journey to the cross we are called
to acknowledge and confront our
mortality,

Lenten Studies and Soup Suppers

There will be multiple opportunities to engage in Lenten studies throughout
each week.
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Studies and Suppers
Continued from p. 1

THURSDAYS:
MARCH 14 - APRIL 11
Supper at 6:30 pm,
Studies at 7:30 pm

Lent Photo-A-Day

Faithful Citizenship

During Lent, some of us choose to give
up something. Some take the time to be
more reflective. Some choose to take on
something. Whatever your choice may
be, the photo-a-day challenge is something fun and engaging for everyone!

Lent is a time in the church year of
repentance, recommitment, and introspection as we reflect on our walk of
discipleship and seek to be more faithful. Lenten devotion often focuses on
the personal, but this study is different
focusing on this time to explore our citizenship responsibilities as disciples and
“faithful citizens.” Topics include: From
Individualism to Faithful Citizen, Covenant for a New Economy, Civic Engagement with the Earth, Global Security and
Governance, Global Health, and Church
& Family as Schools of Civic Virtue.

By Kate Hoing, Parish Communications
and Admin Director

Each day of Lent, you have the opportunity to reflect on the word of the day
(listed in the image below). You don’t
have to be a professional photographer
to participate, and it’s OK if you don’t
participate every day.

“As It Was in the
Beginning— Of the Church,
That Is”

We will immerse ourselves in the ancient
world of the first through the fourth
centuries, exploring ancient Christians
and the ancient church. How did people
worship in the first century? What was it
like to become a Christian in the second
century? What social, political, and
religious problems did people face, and
what can we learn from them?

Practicing God’s Presence
Spend Thursday evenings in Lent in
contemplation and meditation.

Lenten Devotions

This Lent we will be journeying through
the gospel of Matthew. There are daily
readings and devotions which are posted
on UCP’s website, www.ucpreston.org.
See Lent Photo-a-Day for daily challenge.
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Need a reminder? We will share a picture reflecting the word of the day every
morning on UCP’s Facebook Page. Share
your photo that relates to the day’s word
in the comment section, or use #lentucp
to post on your own Instagram, or other
social media account.
Not on social media? You can still participate! Email your picture to kate@
ucpreston.org. We will display the images in worship on Sundays.

Lent
Continued from p. 1

try to save Jesus from the scandal of the
I AM, we end up missing the full character of the untameable one we worship.
We miss the Jesus who tenderly heals
and aggressively flips over the tables
of injustice, enacting God’s symbolic
judgment on a temple that ceased to
witness to the nations (Mark 11:15-25).
The Jesus who tells parables about a
God who forgives debt so large it could
never be repaid, and bridesmaids who
don’t get to go to the wedding. The
Jesus who weeps over Jerusalem with
motherly tears, and yet prophesies the
coming judgment of God at the hand of
the Romans (Luke 19:41-44). We miss
the Jesus who willingly lays down his life
as an atoning sacrifice for his wandering sheep (John 10:15, 17; Rom. 3:25),
so that he might vindicate the justice of

the God who had until then passed over
their sins in silence (Rom. 3:26).
Just as he did 2,000 years ago, Jesus
still promises, “Blessed is the one who
is not scandalized at me” (Matt. 11:6).
The challenge for us, then, is to do more
than talk about wrestling with the scandal of the Bible, or Jesus, but to actually do so. Because wrestling with the
scandal means not letting it go or writing
it off, but hanging on to each and every
passage for dear life until Jesus shows up
and blesses us in the process.
We will have multiple opportunities
for you to engage with this scandalous
truth throughout Lent, classes on Sunday
mornings, Bible Study on Wednesday
mornings, soup and study on Thursday
evenings, opportunities for prayer and

HOLY WEEK CALENDAR
Palm Sunday - April 14*

meditation, special worship services
on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday,
and Good Friday, Holy Week and Ash
Wednesday prayer stations, and daily
devotions and photo-a-day challenge
posted on our website. We hope you
will find some time this Lent to deepen
your faith as you wrestle with the scandalous truth of Jesus Christ.

Coffee hour during
Lent will be a part of
our Lenten discipline.

There will be less
sweets and simpler eats.

Good Friday - April 19*

8:30 am and 11:00 am

12:00 Noon Community Service at UCP

Worship and drama combine as we
enter into Holy Week and Jerusalem
waving our palms

Easter - April 21

Maundy Thursday - April 18
7:00 pm

Service with dinner and communion
An interactive service of the Last Supper

8:30 am and 11:00 am
Service of the Resurrection
Easter Egg Hunt between services
*Prayer stations will be available Palm
Sunday evening through Good Friday.
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Church vision

The second in a series emphasizing UCP’s vision inviting conversation on its impact on
each of our life’s journey.

By Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
In 1973, United Christian Parish (UCP)
began its mission of witness and service
in the world as an ecumenically united
fellowship whose
visible unity was a
dream realized by its
founders and continues to be devotedly
furthered by those
who are present. The
vision of UCP begins
as “UCP is to be God’s
beloved community on earth—…”
Coinciding with this early history of UCP
were courtrooms across America still
making rulings upon the appeals against
the 1954 Supreme Court’s decision to
desegregate the public school systems.
An example are the “Green standards”
taken from the Supreme Court’s 1968
opinion in a case in Virginia that struck
down “freedom of choice” plans that
may undermine the goals of racial equality in six categories; student assignment,
faculty, staff, transportation, extracurricular activities, and facilities. It was during
this same time in history that the future
Democratic governor of Virginia’s Commonwealth, Ralph Shearer Northam,
matriculated through some of the earliest years of a desegregated school system and prepared to enter the Virginia
Military Institute, one of the hallmarks of
astute intellectualism.
Jim Crow is the name attributed to the
system of state and local laws to enforce
segregation that were placed on the
books as a direct rejection of the abolition of slavery and this system existed
legally until 1965. Donna F. Edwards,
is the former congressional representative from Maryland’s 4th District, and
currently a columnist for the Washington Post. Edwards has said that she and
Northam came of age during the same
era. [We] are the beneficiaries of the civil
rights generation. Though children, we
had our childhoods marked by the traumas of the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev.
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Martin Luther King Jr. We witnessed the
dignity and resolve of activists, black and
white, who risked all to hold America to
the promise of its founding creed.
For Northam, Edwards, and their peers,
the era of Jim Crow, it remains the
immediate past. A period of American
history representing racial apartheid
or “apartness” and forever linked with
the culturally racist minstrel shows of
Thomas Dartmouth Rice’s character
“Jump Jim Crow”. The cartoonish, buffoon of a character called Jim Crow that

God’s beloved community
on Earth—committed to
compassionate service,
spiritual development,
inclusiveness and love.
—UCP’s Vision Statement

featured the white male figure, Thomas
“Daddy” Rice costumed in blackface,
with huge painted lips, and bulging eyes
portraying a grinning and shuffling black
man. Having had a slave to teach him
how to emulate the singing of blacks in
bondage, Rice’s caricature became quite
marketable. During the 1840s, the abolitionist newspapers adopted “Jim Crow”
as the term describing the segregated
railroad cars in northern states.
I have appreciated the artistic performances of Bing Crosby, Judy Garland,
Mickey Rooney and Shirley Temple in
numerous movies. Yet, in the history of
their professional careers, each one of
these gifted artist performed in blackface. Sadly, Thomas Rice is one of the
most tangible examples of the matrix of
racism, specifically, Cultural Racism.
Washington Post, editorialist, Colbert
I. King, writes that racism persists due
to enablers. “Northam said he wore
blackface as part of a Michael Jackson
costume in a dance contest in San Antonio. The judges [for the competition]
weren’t put off by blackface. Instead
United Christian Parish of Reston

of kicking him out of the contest, they
made Northam the winner. That’s what
enablers do. Now, it’s possible that some
people may have found racists photos
and dancing in blackface to be amusing.
Others may have been blase’ about the
whole thing. Either way it was no skin off
their backs. They weren’t targets. They
were white. Enablers aren’t harmed in
the least.”
To some degree, Colbert is correct.
Blackface is an example of Cultural Racism’s enabling by systems and institutions, such as collegiate campuses where
fraternities and sororities have engaged
in this discrediting and dehumanizing exercise. A definition for Cultural
Racism is “a racially defined dominant
societal group uses systemic power: to
impose its way of life onto oppressed
groups, to destroy, distort, discount and
discredit their cultures while simultaneously appropriating aspects of their
cultures without accountability to these
communities.” Often, Cultural Racism is
an offense masked as comedic entertainment, as plays, contests, and tv sitcoms,
something that is to be understood as
harmless and humor.
We can miss the detrimental effects of
Cultural Racism. For example, What is
the ratio of profit afforded to the Native American for every Dream Catcher
manufactured and sold? In decades that
have passed, but Is anyone who recalls
the manner in which their local television networks “signed off”? Sadly, these
are examples of Cultural racism that
are just as real and as dehumanizing as
blackface. These behaviors of racism undermine the promise of our existence as
the one human family created by God.
On the most recent page of Governor
Ralph Northam’s Twitter feed, one can
read the following, “on 22 February,
It was an honor [for Northam and his
administration] to host members of the
Richmond 34 at the Executive Mansion
on the 59th anniversary of their courageous sit in, which played a pivotal role
in the desegregation of Richmond businesses and the fight for civil rights.”
United Christian Parish isn’t an agent of
any political entity. United Christian Parish is Christ’s church that has been commissioned by the risen Savior to fulfill
Continued on p. 5

UCP’s Vision
Continued from p.4

the Holy Trinity’s promises of redeeming
love and restorative justice. The vision
of United Christian Parish is to be the
beloved community that is Open and Affirming, welcoming to all, and practicing
reconciliation among those who have
been wounded as well as those who
have been the perpetrators. The vision
of UCP is open to the benevolent grace
and eternal hope in Christ. This Parish
is open to the movement of God’s holy
spirit, and devotedly available to Christ’s
new commandment—love one another.
The vision of UCP is open to what is
possible as God encounters the human
volition and glorious mercy transcends
the intellectual interpretation of complex
human circumstances, such as race and
racism. Open hearts, open hands, and
an open prayer—God’s will be done.

Open Prayer
By Craig Palmer,
Lay Co-Moderator
What are we to say, dear God, when walls
divide us? What are we to say, dear God, to
those on this and those on that side of the
walls we build? What are we to say, dear
God, when our leaders let us down? What
are we to say, dear God, when racism and
other invidious isms rear their ugly heads?
What are we to say, dear God, when we
exclude by our very actions or inactions?
What are we to say, dear God, when we
exclude by our very words? What are we to
say, dear God, of our own sins past, present and future let alone of those we judge?
What are we to say, dear God, of our selfdeceptions, our false stories? What are we
to say, dear God, of our decisions to speak
out or stay silent? What are we to say,
dear God, of how comfortable, challenging,

situationally dependent or faith related our
decisions are? What are we to say, dear
God, when we want to control the narrative without regard to revelation? What are
we to say, dear God, when we feel that’s
it, we’ve had enough? What are we to say,
dear God, of reconciliation and forgiveness
of ourselves and others? What are we to
say, dear God, when we speak to you privately and when we speak to you publicly?
What are we to say, dear God, when we
recognize, if we recognize, that our communication with you is neither public nor
private nor should it be? What are we to
say, dear God, when the tempest of secular
winds shreds our umbrellas of faith? What
are we to say, dear God, when we question
our faith and those who journey with us
question our faith community? What are
we to say, dear God, when all we have is
questions and prayer is hope for answers?
Amen

The advent of Gospel
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
If any songs bridge the chasm between
spirituals and the sound of gospel, they
were songs written by the Rev. Dr.
Charles A. Tindley, an American Methodist minister and composer who lived
from 1851 to 1933.
Often referred to as “The Prince of
Preachers,” Dr. Tindley educated himself, became a minister, and
founded one of the largest
Methodist congregations serving African-Americans on the
east coast of the United States.
He is known by many as the
father of gospel.

but it was sung in the 21st-century at the
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle. Dr. Tindley’s classic, “Take Your
Burdens to The Lord” can be found in
most major denominational hymnals.
Along with Thomas Dorsey, who wrote
“Precious Lord Take My Hand,” Dr.
Tindley pioneered the genre call gospel,
and the advent of the radio, evange-

Because the church is known to have
one of the most enduring segregated
environments, Black Gospel flourished
in the African-American church and
southern white gospel flourished in the
white church. “Rock of Ages” and “The
Old Rugged Cross” are examples of white
Christian gospels.

The transition from the spirituals of the
rural south to the gospels of
the urban north and midwest was also aided by the
Great Migration, the relocation of more than six million
African Americans from the
rural South to the cities of
the north, midwest and west
In 1901, Dr. Tindley wrote
from about 1916 to 1970. It
the song, “I Shall Overcome”,
was the largest migration of
which was later changed to
people in the history of the
“We Shall Overcome” and
United States, and it changed
became the 1960s civil rights
the nature of the way Africananthem. He wrote it as a
The sun rays spotlighted UCP’s Gospel Choir under the
Americans lived and the
gospel message that spoke to
direction of Cheryl Field during its premier anthem
nature of their travails. While
contributing to the worship service.
the power of God to conquer
the south was openly oppreshard times. In the 20th century, he wrote listic camp meetings and the recording
sive, the north and midwest were more
“Stand by Me”. The song is not only a
industry helped to take it to a broader
subtle in racial oppression.
20th-century movie by the same name,
audience.

Continued on p. 6
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The Christian hospitality extended by the UCP Fellowship Team
By Rev. LaVerne Gill
“We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that we may work
together for the truth.”3 John 1:8
For five years I served as the UCC
Chaplain at Chautauqua Institution in
upstate New York, and it was there that
I learned the importance of the ministry of Christian hospitality. The years
before that I had done what I would call
traditional ministry—prison chaplaincy
and pastoral ministry.
Chautauqua was different. People visited
there during the summer to enjoy lectures, sermons, plays, opera, recreation
and education. At first this seemed as
though it was a respite, but not necessarily a ministry. Then I realized that the
institution was founded by the United
Methodist as a place for training Sunday
school teachers and the Congregational Church, ( the predecessor to the
United Church of Christ) built the first
church house. The UCC now has three
such rooming houses, along with other

denominations—Presbyterian, Disciple
of Christ, Lutheran, Unitarian, etc. The
churches provide affordable housing for
people who would otherwise be unable
to pay for such a respite. What started
as a spiritual retreat has since become
a vacation destination with spiritual
activities for most. However, many
who come to stay at the church houses
needed spiritual sustenance. Hospitality
from a chaplain opened the door to this
deeper spiritual hunger.
I say all of this to say my ministry included maintaining a comfortable environment—clean rooms, a clean kitchen
to cook in, a clean porch to relax on, a
chapel service to worship in and a communal living room for engaging conversations.
It is the kind of inviting hospitality that
United Christian Parish practices each
Sunday during coffee hour, Second
Sunday meals, cooking and serving at
the Hypothermia Shelter, serving a meal

at a funeral repast, hosting wedding receptions and welcoming outside renters
who come within our church building.
United Christian Parish extends God’s
love to all who enter the church doors,
but most notably Christian hospitality is
an integral element in the ministry of the
church—built into the church’s constitution. This is carried out by the fellowship ministry. I know how important this
ministry is to UCP. I want to take this
time to lift up this significant ministry
as the welcoming spirit of the church,
Debbie. Aschenbach, Penny Johnson,
Nancy and Jim Vollmer, Marty Jenkins,
Judy Roe, Jan Gsellman, Paula Steinmann, Barbara Schell, JoAnne Norton
and Annette Reed. These are the behind
the scene saints of UCP who make up
the heart and soul of a welcoming
church.
The next time you see them take time to
say: “ thank you.

Left to right. Penny Johnson, Paula
Steinman, Joanne Norton, Marty Jenkins,
Judy Roe, Jan Gsellman.
Below Debbie Aschenbach, Barbara Schell,
Annette Reed, Nancy and Jim Vollmer.

Gospel advent
Continued from p.5

The message of the gospel music was
different from the elements of liberation
of the spirituals. Gospel music not only
took on a different tone, but it also took
on a different rhythm. It combined blues
and jazz with the sacred message of the
“good news” of the Gospel and because
people were segregated in their churches,
it was allowed to thrive unadulterated in
the black Christian community that is
until perhaps the 1960s.
Social change took place in America and
integration became more common than
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before. While not at all perfect, it did
bring together primarily young whites
and young African Americans. It also
brought together secular music with the
sacred so much so that what white communities were calling Jesus music and/
or praise songs morphed into some of
the gospel music. Andre Crouch, Take
Six, Commission, Hezekiah Walker and
Yolanda Adams and others helped make
gospel popular. Gospel music, praise
music and Jesus music became one genre
of music sometimes called contemporary gospel, sometimes called AfricanUnited Christian Parish of Reston

American gospel, and sometimes called
Southern Gospel. They all had things in
common—they were uplifting, they were
musically mixed, they blended the secular
with the sacred in a lot of ways, and they
overcame the low-profile of religious
music.
In my article next month, I will discuss
some of the personalities in gospel music
such as Mahalia Jackson, Shirley Caesar,
Sam Cooke, the Five Blind Boys of Alabama and Yolanda Adams.

“Ya gotta have hope”
By Rob Gehring

“The arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends towards justice.” Martin
Luther King, Jr. quoting 19th Century
clergyman Theodore Parker
DeRay McKesson, a native of Baltimore,
and at the time an administrator for the
Minneapolis Public Schools, joined the
demonstrations protesting the police killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO,
in August, 2014. He quickly became a
leader and
spokesman for
the Black
Lives Matter
movement
that evolved
from those
protests.
In his book,
On the
DeRay McKesson
Other Side of
Freedom, the Case for Hope, McKesson
discusses the roles of both faith and hope
in the work of advancing justice. McKesson says “Faith is the belief that certain
outcomes will happen, while hope is the
belief that certain outcomes can happen.”
McKesson considers the Martin Luther
King/Theodore Parker quote above as
an expression of faith; a confidence that
justice is inevitable, even if far off. Hope,
on the other hand, “is rooted in possibility— and they both require their own
different kinds of work.”
“Hope is the belief that our tomorrows
can be better than our todays. Hope is
not magic; hope is work.” McKesson asserts. Moreover, “Hope can be a driving
force, … a firm, dynamic vision of where
you want to go.”

“Hope … powers our vision of what
roles we must play in bringing about a
desired goal, and it amplifies our efforts.
I am not surrendering to luck. I am not
surrendering to blind faith that things
will just get better. … to have faith that
a world of equity and justice will emerge
does not relinquish one’s role in helping
it emerge. This is the way to use hope as
faith’s companion,,,. When my faith is
challenged, it is the belief that things can
change that keeps me moving forward.
And when hope feels futile, I rely on
faith to push forward and reclaim that
certainty.”
Turning to the active work of creating
change, McKesson says “Protest is the
work of hope. Protest, at its core, is
telling the truth in public. It is confrontation and disruption rooted in the
acknowledgement of a future that has not
yet come, but that is possible. (That) …
is hope work.”
McKesson says: “We have never seen a
world of equity, justice and joy. We are
trying to create something new. And it
is impossible to create something new in
the absence of hope. … A belief in tomorrow has never been hollow. It wasn’t
hollow to those who fought before us.
We do not stand in (their) shadows ...,
but in their glow. And that glow exists
because they brought forth a vision of the
future and they fought for it.”

as sure as hands made …the institutions,
practices, and customs that perpetuate
racism and injustice, … (what is made by
hands) can be torn down. Institutions
can evolve, change, or be dismantled.”
“We can win. And if we do, it will be because more of us understood that this is
a system of choices, and we have learned
to build power to make new choices. …
Hope is not magic. Hope is work. Let’s
get to work.”
Through the more than 400 days of
protests in Ferguson, McKesson gained
insights into how to confront systematic injustice, which he (details) in the
remainder of his book. In On the Other
Side of Freedom, the Case for Hope
McKesson writes about policing, whiteness, bullying, organizing, and more.
The book is a valuable read for anyone
dedicated to working for racial justice in
the United States.
For a quicker look at McKesson’s views,
there are several videos available on line
in which he discusses the issues covered in his book. Two can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bI7
WbSGJJ_8&feature=youtu.be and

https://www.bing.com/videos/searc
h?q=mckesson+deray&view=detai
l&mid=F748029708A80299CADE
F748029708A80299CADE&FOR
M=VIRE

“We have a hope rooted in a belief that
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Welcome to our new members
Matthew and Tricia Aguirre
12454 Hadrian’s Ct., Bristow, VA 20136
Matt@tros.org

•

703-369-0996

It’s 28 miles from Bristow
to Reston, but the Aguirres
say the drive only takes 40
minutes in a Sunday morning, and they believe that
it’s worth it.
“I was raised in the Disciples church, and Matt
was Presbyterian,” Tricia
says. “We searched online
for Disciples churches and
Matt and Patricia Aguirre,
visited some and we felt
daughters Riley and MacKenzie
most at home at UCP.”
Matt and Tricia both grew up In Virginia —he in Newport
News and she in Winchester—and they met at Virginia Tech,
where they spent six years earning BS and MS degrees. After
graduating in 2002, they married and headed to Northern
VA. Matt is currently a software engineer at Einstein Tech,
Inc., while Tricia is a self-employed structural engineer working
part-time for three different companies. Both work at home,
which they greatly enjoy, primarily as it gives them more time
with their daughters— Mackenzie (10) and Riley (7).
“We really like them as people, and we like doing a lot together,” Tricia says. “We’re all readers, and we ski.”
And then there is getting the kids to their activities. Mackenzie has ballet and jazz dancing classes, a book club, safety
patrol, chorus, drama, and viola lessons, while Riley has ballet
jazz. But Tricia says there is an upside to all the driving.
“I’d heard that when kids are in the car with their parents,
they will talk together even more than they do at home, and
it’s a good way to share feelings.”
In spite of the distance, the Aguirres hope to become more
active at UCP and Matt has already joined the Technology
Committee.

Sharon Castelda
11437 Waterview Cluster, Reston 20190
sjcastelda@msn.com

•

515-201-8026

For the first 60+ years of her life,
Sharon Castelda lived in Iowa, was a
school administrator in Des Moines,
and raised two children as a single parent. Then things changed.
“My life became dominated by three
things: my job as a tax preparer, my
grandchildren, and my trips to unusual
places to visit my daughter.”
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A native Iowan, Sharon earned a BA in political science and
MA in public administration and taxation, and became a
teacher, then director of the Title I program (No Child Left
Behind) for K-12 in the Des Moines Public Schools. She married, had two children, and divorced. Her children grew up,
and both earned PhDs— son at Binghamton University in NY,
daughter at George Mason U. Son Bryan is now a psychologist and Reston resident, married with two children. Daughter
Stacie became an environmental scientist specializing in saving
endangered species, who 12 years ago began a series of jobs
in different places. And wherever she worked, Sharon visited
for at least a month.
“Stacie worked on saving maned wolves in Brazil, and elephants in Tanzania, and black rhinos in South Africa and the
tropical rain forest in Australia. At one time, she worked in
Wisconsin with whooping cranes, and the scientists and I, as
a guest, had to dress in whooping crane outfits so the babies
would not bond with us. She just finished working at the
Cincinnati zoo in a program that succeeded in reproducing
rhinos.”
Stacie lived in Reston while attending GMU and soon she and
her husband and baby daughter are moving here. They will
live with Sharon while house hunting.
As for the work part of her life, Sharon had worked for H&R
Block in Iowa and she continues to do that here, fulltime in tax
season and one day a week the rest of the year.
Sharon was raised in a Methodist family and brought up her
children in a Disciples of Christ church. Since moving to Reston four years ago she has visited UCP a number of times.
“I waited to join until I was ready. It took me a while to break
away from Iowa, but this is my home now. I really like the
community and the weather and love that my children and
grandchildren are here. There’s nothing better than having my
grandchildren walk to my house just to say hello.”

Rev. Elethia
I am 78 years old, so I have a lot of
stories about my life, my careers, my
family, my relationships, my struggles,
my journey to here and now and, I am
willing to share any or all of it. But I
will speak of my present life.
“I think the most important thing to
know about me is that I am awake,
alert and always learning, growing,
Rev. Elethia
changing. There is a lot more awakening ahead of me, but I celebrate it,
I choose it, I am willing to struggle, I am willing to be embarrassed, if that’s is what it takes to move forward.”
“My passion is my deep relationship with God and doing what
God calls me to do. What that means right now in my life
is being a member of UCP and working on white privilege/
white supremacy issues… not just talking but truly working for
change.”

Sharon Castelda
United Christian Parish of Reston

Continued on p. 9

New members
Continued from p.8

“I serve on a Fairfax County Board which is concerned about
homeless people and people living in poverty and this provides me with an area of influence where systemic “isms”
can be addressed. I am very excited about this because I am
weary of just applying bandages on issues instead of removing
the root causes.”
I am also politically active with “Indivisible,” one of the organizations, along with the Women’s March, that made Virginia
blue in the last election. We will not quit until our government serves all people. I belong to two book clubs and am
working in community with other women where I live to build
a support system for seniors aging in place. I sing in UCP’s
Gospel choir, attend Adult Issues Group, and participate in
Wednesday morning Bible Study. My Bucket List has three
things on it, at the moment: learn to play the piano, lean to
speak Spanish, and finish a PhD in Mysticism.
I love to share current events and to share life stories with
others. I welcome any and all chances to get to know you, my
church family as we worship, work and play together.

Kory and Katie Miller
11645 Charter Oak Ct., Reston 20190
Miller.kbeth@gmail.com

•

616-312-4085

Three places play large roles in
the Millers’ lives: Michigan, New
Jersey, and the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota.

The Millers continue to have strong family ties in Michigan and
New Jersey and they are often on the road. They also have
strong outdoor interests, especially camping. You may find the
Miller trio out and about on the many trails of Reston!

On Feb 10, with proud parents Kory and Katie looking on,
Anya Beth Miller was baptized by Rev Phillip Pratt at Kory’s
home church Stanton Reformed Church in Stanton, NJ. As
Anya’s new home church, Rev. Beth confirmed to Rev. Pratt
that UCP would reaffirm the vows made at Anya’s baptism.
UCP would ensure they raise Anya in God and Christ..

Must We Suﬀer at the Iron Fence
By Jim Vollmer

Katie grew up in Holland, MI,
which she says is every bit as
Dutch as its tourist bureau promotes.
“My family is 100% Dutch, and
I grew up Dutch dancing in the
Tulip Time parade!”

To back up a bit, after that summer they met, they returned to
their homes, finished high school and went to college, Katie at
Oakland University in Michigan and Kory at Michigan State.
They started dating in their senior year, graduated, and moved
to Washington, DC for job opportunities. They were married
in 2016 and moved to Reston last summer. Daughter Anya
Beth was born August 31.

Must we suffer our
babies scream?
We cry; we cry.
Katie, Kory and daughter
Anya Miller

Kory grew up in Hunterdon County, NJ, in a small town that is
“literally just a street corner.”
They met in 2010 at Pine Ridge while working with an organization called Re-Member, that seeks to recall our country’s
treatment of Indian people and to repair pieces of that broken
relationship with the Oglala-Lakota peoples in South Dakota.
It is a nonprofit and volunteer-based program that seeks to
heal the wounds of the past, to “Re-Member” by putting
back together that which is broken, and to build hope for the
future.
“Our work often includes building wheelchair ramps, bunk
beds, outhouses, and trailer skirts, among many other requests.”

Must we suffer our
Mothers wail?
We cry; we cry.
Must people suffer at
the iron fence?
Must there be
no tolerance?
We cry; we cry,
oh Lord we cry.
Must we suffer such
horrendous pain,
much like
Jesus in His
earthly reign?

Must we suffer so,
to do justice, justice.
Must we suffer indignities
to love kindness, kindness?
Must we be, brought down
so low,
to walk humbly, humbly?
Must those fleeing from the
threat of death,
spend long times
in detention camps?
Must we suffer so, to do justice?
Give us the strength,
oh Lord we pray,
to do justice, justice, justice;
to do justice!

And for the years since, the Millers have continued to spend a
week at Pine Ridge each summer.
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Bear one another’s burdens
By Annerieke Owen
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)
The Missions Ministry met in January full of renewed energy and purpose to tackle
a full agenda and a new year. This article is a compilation of some of the items
discussed, that showed the generosity and compassion of UCP members.
Bob Reed was our guest speaker and gave us an overview of FISH’s finances and
operations. FISH provides Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help and is a non-sectarian, non-profit organization that helps Herndon and Reston residents in short-term
financial crisis. Our congregation was one of the founders of FISH and is supporting it financially and in volunteer hours. Many organizations, including UCP, have
stepped in to offer greater support to FISH after learning about the decrease in
funding by Fairfax County.
Bob mentioned that the gift cards for teens and for family groceries donated by
UCP members during the Christmas season were very much appreciated, and
that furloughed federal workers in our area received help from FISH, through the
system of referral from the Fairfax County Coordinated Services Planning Office.
Fifty Lake Anne Fellowship House residents were very happy with the $ 25 gift
cards they received for Christmas, donated by UCP members.
Our Missions Ministry budget includes a crisis fund and—due to the many demand—is almost depleted. Among those donations was $2000 to support the
work our member denominations do to help families seeking asylum at the USMexican border.
Looking ahead, the yearly “One Great Hour of Sharing” (OGHS) collection will
take place on Palm Sunday, April 14. This is a Christian effort to empower, provide water, supply food and give relief from disasters where needed internationally. By focusing on these four areas OGHS tries to address some of the root causes
of suffering.

Our Lenten Offering goes to

The above shows
your donaONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING how
tions—financially
and in volunteer
hours—make a
difference big and
small, not only here
in our own town
and country, but in
places all over the
world. THANK YOU
for your tremendous
Your gift enables the greater church to respond
generosity, your
to disasters and support community
compassion and
care.
development efforts that enrich the live of

God’s children around the world.
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Vacation
Bible School
By Rev. Beth Williams
Making plans for the summer, be sure to
save the dates of Vacation Bible School.
Children age 4 – 3rd grade are invited
to participate. There is a special all day
program, Vacation Bible Adventure for
4th-5th graders which includes a mission
component.
Sixth graders and older can join in by
helping with a class or an activity.
Life is sometimes wild, but God is always
good! This epic African adventure
engages the whole herd. At Roar, kids
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a
ferocious faith that powers them through
this wild life.
On-line registration is available. Cost
is $25 per child, Max $50 per family.
Scholarships are available and children
of volunteers attend for free. If you are
interested in helping with Vacation Bible
School, please contact me at beth@
ucpreston.org.

Hypothermia Shelter update
By Eloise Williams, coordinator of hypothermia shelter volunteers
The county hypothermia shelter in
Reston is more than halfway through
the season. All slots for UCP cooks and
servers have been filled for February,
and only a few slots remain for servers in
March.
We had been serving dinners each
Thursday to more than 24 guests, but in
the past several weeks we have seen the
totals grow to more than 30 participants,

eight of whom. The cooks deserve a
huge thank you for providing delicious,
healthy meals for the program, as do
those who serve the meals and do the
clean-up.

If you would like to provide bingo prizes
for the program, please see the following
list from Cyndie Lipari.

Our guests enjoy the bingo games each
week, and we provide small prizes. Each
of our guests received a $10.00 gift card
the week before Christmas provided by
our Missions Ministry.

SOS- Support Our Shelter— with Bingo prizes
By Cyndie Lipari
Thanks for all your support this winter.
You have been so generous with your
donations, and some of you have asked
what is needed. So I tried to get a good
handle on clients’ needs when I was a
volunteer server.
• Hats, gloves— We were blessed to
receive so many wonderful handknit
and warm new hats. These gifts have
been loved and now it seems all are
hatted! But men’s and women’s thermal/ski gloves are still of interest. No
takers on mittens lately.
• Blankets— We have received a large
quantity of fleece blankets. Some
have been taken but these are mostly
not useful for homeless who need to
carry their possessions around with
them all day. The staff says the clients
can’t bring bedding into this temp
shelter and they tend to abandon
blankets outside when they get wet
or dirty. Per staff request, I took them

over to Embry Rucker where they
were greatly appreciated. Instead we
need...
• Undergarments— Women - leggings
or UnderArmor type clothing for under their clothes. Men- Under Armor
tops and pants/long underwear.
• Socks— Think dark and warm. We
especially need some for women, in
addition to some more for men. I am
holding back some of the white socks
for when it gets a bit warmer.
• Toe warmers— requested; we have
some handwarmers.
• Underwear— Men’s new undershirts
and boxers. Women’s— new underwear/panties. If you have a package
to donate, put in box and I’ll repackage into individual bags.
• Magazines—Anyone have any Guideposts or a magazine in Spanish? Or a
small portable game? Staff said good
paperbacks might be of interest, too.

• Pillow cases— A couple guys said
they have a pillow but not a pillow
case. If you have a couple of gently
used plain pillow cases, drop them in
the box in the UCP narthex.
• Highly desired items: Mini flashlights
with batteries, headlamps with batteries, rain ponchos, small portable
umbrellas (don’t have to be new), bus
tokens, Metro cards, gift cards.
• Certain toiletries— Nail clippers,
hand sanitizer, small foot powder,
small travel toothpaste, airplane eye
shades, small toiletry bag or two, deodorant, portable wipes for washing,
maybe a luggage tag.
Thank you all for caring and sharing.
Feel free to suggest to one other friend
to join in with you on donating these
items.
We all have so much to be thankful for.

WITS Book Club Selections
By Karen Skatoff
You are invited to join the WITS
(Women in the Spirit) book group on
the fourth Thursdays of the month at
UCP for fellowship and discussion
We will be meeting at 7 pm in room
116. As always, please come for the
discussion even if you have not been
able to finish reading the book.

Mar 28 Sisters In Law: How Sandra
Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went to the Supreme Court and
Changed the World by Linda Hirshman

May 23 We Never Asked For Wings
by Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Apr 25 Travels With Charley by john
Steinbeck

July 25 Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the Birth
of the FBI by David Grann

June 27 All The Hate U Give by
Angie Thomas
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UCP’s 2018 Designated Giving
By Bob Haley
Last month’s Parish Life article focused on how the Missions
Ministry spent UCP 2018 budgeted funds, i.e. the 10% of
church pledges that UCP allocates for missions each year. This
report covers designated missions giving by the congregation.
These are donations directly from the congregation with the
donor designating the specific mission for which the funds are
intended, hence the term designated giving.

Congregational Missions Giving
through Designated Funds in 2017
DesignaƟon

Amounts

Local
Cornerstones

$310

One Great Hour of Sharing (on Palm Sunday) and the Harvest
Offering (in November) are the two examples of traditional annual opportunities for designated giving at UCP. When major
disaster strikes, the Missions Ministry often makes special calls
for donations to help those affected by earthquake, weather,
war, and hunger-related events. In addition, the members of the
congregation contribute other gifts throughout the year with
designations for specific purposes.

Crisis Fund

$1,711

Craft Fair to FISH

$1,186

Disaster Relief— Florence
(does not include $2000 from budget)

$4165

Lake Anne School

$1,697

In 2018, total giving from designated accounts was $32,476.
These contributions went to both local and international causes.
The table below shows the details.

Refugee Resettlement

$3,576

For the One Great Hour offering, $10,055 was donated. This is
the gift giving opportunity supported by all four of our denominations, and funds donated are split so that 25 percent goes to
each denomination. The funds are all used for mission projects
as determined by each denomination. UCP’s annual Harvest
Offering goes exclusively to local missions programs as determined annually by the Missions Ministry. The 2018 Harvest
Offering ($5,602) was given to FISH (Friendly, Instant, Sympathetic Help), where the funds can be used to provide immediate
help to needy individuals.

Local/InternaƟonal

In addition, designated offerings ($6,235 plus $2,000 from
budget) were made to help victims of this year’s Hurricanes.
Money donated for Rise Against Hunger (total $6,009)— the
“hands-on” program held at UCP— was supplemented by
funds from the Chili Cook-off and a 2017 budget contribution
of $5,000— not included in chart.
While the focus here is on dollars given, the congregation also
provides generous donations of their time, food, and clothing
to missions in the local area. A few examples include food for
the Cornerstones food pantry, FISH baskets and toys for children to needy local residents at Thanksgiving and Christmas,
volunteer hours at the Closet, the food for the Helping Hungry
Kids program, gift certificates for residents at Lake Anne Fellowship house, and food and time for Embry Rucker shelter
and Hypothermia Prevention efforts.
The combination of the budgeted missions giving (the $45,000
total reviewed in last month’s article) and designated giving
($32,476) yields a total of $77,476 for total missions giving in
2017. This is an extraordinary amount for a church with our
size of membership. United Christian Parish is a very generous
congregation and for that we are truly grateful.
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Harvest Offering to FISH$5,602
Hypothermia (does not include $1000 from budget)

$665

Works Sunday

$430

Total— Local

$26,187

One Great Hour of Sharing

$10,055

Total Local/International

$10,055

International
Disaster Offering— Hurricanes

$2,070

Rise Against Hunger (does not include 2017 budget contribution $5,000)$1,009)
$6,610
Total International

$ 3,079

Grand Total Designated

$32,476

This year's seedling sale features shrubs and trees that
serve as valuable food sources for wildlife and delicious
treats for us! These berries, fruits, and nuts are sure to
bring new life to your garden! They also help clean our
water and air, prevent soil erosion, provide valuable habitat, and add beauty and resilience to your landscape.
Learn more at Native

United Christian Parish of Reston

Seedling Sale.

Feb. 18 Board Report
By Laurie Callahan and Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator
 UCP thanks Boy Scouts, other community volunteers who assisted Feb.
16 celebration of life of Bedford John
“B.J.” Silvey with setup, seating, parking, traffic control, hospitality, other
services; Lake Anne principal unlocked
school parking lot to accommodate
overflow.
 Rev. Cathy Abbott, United Methodist
District Superintendent, requested and
UCP will forward Board-approved Feb.
5 annual church conference minutes;
lay co-moderator apology for inadvertent omission of witness ministry from
church conference summary.
 Consent agenda: finance, membership/
attendance, ministries.
 Finance: $11,000 income in January.
 Membership: Worship Jan. attendance
154, previous Jan. 157; active mem-

bers Jan. 291 previous Jan. 309; total
members Jan. 332, previous Jan. 348;
worship watch will count everyone in
building not just those in worship.
 Ministries: March 10 pancake breakfast, donations to cover cost; coffee
hour scaled back during Lent; Lillian
Brown has resigned as faith formation
chair.
 Congregational Care: In process of
forming team of “angels” trained for
assisting “members and friends of UCP
and their children who are sick, home
bound, physically challenged or otherwise in need of prayer or personal attention” (Bylaws Article VI. Section B).
It will also follow up with those who
have not been in worship for a while,
reaching out to let them know they are
missed.

 Goals/objectives survey: the leadership
took the beta test and the survey will
be adjusted and refined for extension
to the congregation as a result of the
testing
 HARC: working on cost-saving initiatives, soliciting quotes for office supply
services, drafting “job description”/
functional assessment for council service.
 Ministerial Team: Lent theme “Scandalous Truth,” devotions to be posted on
website, UCP hosts joint service noon
Good Friday Apr. 19 with Washington
Plaza Baptist Church, March 6 Ash
Wednesday 7:30 pm approved.
 Congregational Behavioral Covenant:
Congregation will be asked to approve
covenant and new officers at a congregational meeting on May 19.
 Approved May 4 UCP to host UCC
Potomac Association spring meeting.

Rev. Kathy Abbot, left opened the Church Conference
meeting Feb 3. Above, participants were asked to have
group discussions to review UCP’s outreach and how
well it equips members to be witnesses.

Notice: Board to begin change-in-status process for
Rev. Beth Williams
By Craig Palmer, Lay Co-Moderator
The UCP Board is planning a meeting
(date TBD) with a National Capital
Presbytery representative to discuss the
Presbytery’s recommendations for a
discernment process toward a congrega-

tional decision on whether to call and
install Pastor Beth who is currently under
a stated supply contract as pastor for faith
formation. The discernment process will
engage the congregation, and the congre-

gation will have the final decision.
As details are available, the Board
will provide updates.
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Prayer Requests
Please keep in your prayers:

To
T
o submit
sub
bmit
it prayer requests,
requests,
t you may go tto
o tthe
he U
UCP
CP w
website
eb
bsit
ite att
www.ucpreston.org/prayers or call/email the Church Office at
703-620-3065 or heidi@ucpreston.org. Please let the office
know when a name can be removed from the list.
Carol Venese
Grace Wang Yang
Maria Weiler

All who are serving
in the military

(friends of many UCP members)

Sean Aldo

(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Joe McGregor

(Bonnie McKenna’s friend)

Norma Freeman

(Karen Young’s father)

Laura & Dingwall Fleary
Lynn Franklin

Rachel Amaya
Milton Arnesen

(Kristy Pullen’s father)

Becky Arney

(friend of Lesley Irminger-Block)

Barb

(Kathy Leatherwood’s sister)

Gloria Barber

(Larry & Jan Gsellman’s friend)

Aurora Belle
Barbara Bonner
Laurie Callahan

Thelma Cofie
Corey

(Jeff & Cheryl Smith’s nephew)

Rebecka Cota

(Rudiselles’ family member)

Kathy Dally
Janette Dally

(Kathy Dally’s sister)

Susan & Ben Erdman
Cheryl Fields’ father

(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Patty Gehring
Kennedy Gilbert
Jim Hall

(Penny Johnson’s friend)

Douglas Hallar

(Kim Baum’s father)

Frances Hurley
(Suzanne Rudiselle’s friend)

Jeanne Kelly
(friend of Encore Chorale
members)

Helene Kerr
(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

Conrad Kilinski and family
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Anne Lamar

Claudia Libero
Darleen Marcini
(Jeff Smith’s aunt)

(friend of the Allen family)

Elsa Nygard
Edward Pelzner
(son of Adrian & Barbara)

Walt Peterson

(Jan Gsellman’s sister)

Pauline Pittman

(Eulene Bevans’ sister)

David Plum

(Ken & Jane Plum’s son)

Suzanne Rudiselle
Janet Ruhan

(Sheila and Richard Allen’s
daughter)

Rhonda Savage’s family
members
Aaron Sawyer

(Rudiselles’ friend)

Burt & Kathy Lamkin
Greg Leatherwood

(Judy Pew’s friend’s newborn)

Bishop Lewis

Teddy Sears

Karen Stevens
Fred Taylor

Woloch Family

(Sara McAlpine’s friends)

Barbara Zettlemoyer

(Jeff Smith’s Friend)

(former manager of The Closet)

(Kathy Leatherwood’s brotherin-law)

Eloise Williams
Pamela Williams family
Richard Williams

(Craig Palmer’s brother-in-law)

Sympathy
to the family and friends
of UCP Member Dorothy
Aeschliman on her death on
Jan. 29.
to the Radway family (friends
of Marcus & Tammi Leathers)
on the death of their son,
Jordan Alexander Radway, on
Jan. 28.
to the family and friends
of Regena Moore (Lesley
Irminger-Block’s friend) on
Regena’s death on Feb. 19.

God’s beloved community
By Menda Ahart
UCP’s vision is to become “God’s
beloved community--committed to
compassionate service, spiritual development, inclusiveness and love.” To fulfill
this vision, we are forming a Congregational Care Group with volunteers who
will reach out or be in touch with members and friends of UCP who have not
attended worship services for a period
of time, or to inform them of upcoming
events, or just to inquire about their well
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being--if meals, rides, or other help is
needed.
In order to facilitate this effort, it is really important that parishioners sign the
friendship pads each Sunday that they
are in attendance. Without accurate
attendance information, we cannot
respond.
We want all who come here to be
valued and supported and know that
United Christian Parish of Reston

you are an important person in this faith
community. Won’t you see this as an
opportunity for you to help UCP become a “Beloved Community? Contact
Menda Ahart at ahartmenda1971@
gmail.com if you are interested in being
a part of the Congregational Care Group.

Welcome to The United Christian Parish of Reston
An ecumenical church uniting in ministry four denominations: the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church
Ministerial Team and Pastors Emeriti

Parish Ministry Council (PMC) Members

Co-Pastor: ------------------------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:-------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate: -----------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastors Emeriti: ---------------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle
Rev. J. Robert Regan, Jr.

Ministerial Co-Chair -------------------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams
Lay Co-Chair --------------------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Faith Formation Ministry ---------------------------------------- Lillian Brown
Missions Ministry --------------------------------- Kathy Kelley & Bob Haley
Witness Ministry -----------------Debby Bailey & Kathy Schauer-Schmidt

Parish Staff

Worship Ministry -------------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit

Administration: ----------------------- Katherine Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Admin Assistant)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper & Financial Secretary)
Rhonda Savage (Membership Secretary)
Preschool Director: ---------------------------------------------- Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:- -------------------------------Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler
UCPraise Band - Joe Bocchairo
Child Care: ---------------------------------------- Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer: --------------------------------------------------------- Gerry Havran

Building & Grounds Team --------------------------------- Eric Hochstrasser

Parish Board Members

Sunday Worship Schedule

Ministerial Co-Moderator------------------------ Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers

8:30 am ----------------------- Worship (1st Sunday Communion)

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC ---------------------------- Rev. Beth Williams

Nursery Care available for birth to 2s during entire service
Children welcome in worship
9:50 am
Sunday School for All Ages
Bible Explorers 1: 3s - 1st; Bible Explorers 2: 2nd -5th grade
Youth: 6th-12th grade

Lay Co-Moderator ------------------------------------------------Craig Palmer
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Debbie Aschenbach
Lay Members------------------------------------------------------ Menda Ahart
Art Banks
Joan Braxton (Finance Council)
Laurie Callahan
Brenda Meyer (Human and Administrative Resources Council)
Richard Williams
Clerk --------------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Fellowship Team ------------------------------------------------ Penny Johnson
Justice & Peace
Ministry Team -------------- Ashley Aschenbach & Lesley Irminger-Block
Technology Team ------------------------------Claudia Stallings & Jay Grant

Contact
11508 North Shore Dr., Reston, VA 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org • 703.620.3065

www.ucpreston.org

Adult Classes: choose from a variety of classes
Nursery Care available for birth to 2s.
11:00 am ------------------------ Worship & Weekly Communion
“Godly Play” for 3s - 1st grade is after the Children’s Time
Nursery Care same as 8:30 am
6:00 pm ---------------------------------- Youth Group with Supper
7:30 pm, Rm 117 ----------------------------------Evening Worship

A monthly publication of the United Christian Parish,
Reston, VA, an ecumenical ministry representing the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Editor and Production: Joellyn Kinzer
Editorial Coordinator: Marilyn Silvey
Photos: John Moore, Ashley Aschenbach, and
Katarzyna Kryca

Email articles to ParishLife1@ucpreston.org.
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UCP Board Monthly Devotions: A meditation on our vision, mission and goal, Jan. 21

Knowledge, wisdom, and kindness: A trinity for the active life
By Rev. Richard Williams

There is a Confucian saying which, freely
translated, is: “Wisdom, no knowledge— futility; knowledge, no wisdom—disaster.” It eloquently captures
the necessity of both knowing how to
do something and of fully appreciating
the real-world impact and effort of doing
it. They may seem true and sure guides
through life, but they are incomplete.
The bible’s epitome of wisdom and
knowledge combined was Solomon.
We are told that he knew all that was
available to know, his discernment and
wisdom were the stuff of legend, and
justice and magnificent edifices were his
legacy. However, the rest of the story
reveals that after his death the great
majority of his subjects were so heavily
burdened that, when a plea for relief
was not granted, his kingdom was lost.
Something was missing.

the three essential things God requires
of us. It is the recognition you and the
other are in essence the same, and
thus the other we “do unto” is us.
Life is much less stressful and much
more peacefully productive when
the mix of wisdom, knowledge, and
kindness guide action. Whenever one
of them is omitted it is for the worse.
It is not sufficient to know how to
accomplish something and to be able
to envision the consequences of doing
it; the something done needs to be
viewed through the lens of kindness.
In this era of fake news, polarized
politics, the demonization and exclusion of that which is other, and meand-mine first ideologies, knowledge
and wisdom are essential to sift the
wheat from the chaff, but only so that,
in the words of a Shaker prayer,

“As I walk through
this life, if there be
an act of kindness
that I can do to
man or beast, let
me not shirk from
the doing of it, for
I shall not pass
this way again.”

The missing something is kindness, and,
as the prophet’s remind us, it is one of

There…Go I

Below are the words from Joe’s hymn he sang at a recent worship service.

By Joe Bocchiaro
Hunched and heavy laden, with the
burden of a garbage bag of return cans,
Face dried-apple wrinkles, as she feeds a
scrawny terrier from withered hands,
Home’s an empty dryer box she hides
behind a dumpster in the morning frost,
She once led a normal life, but now,
cannot remember how all was lost.
Dirty and exhausted, a face too young to
know the streets of this cruel land,
Cast off and forgotten, an orphan, now a
beggar, lives from outstretched hand,
Wanders through this city, dreams he
lives the life he saw today on billboard
signs,
Wants to be a painter, but first it’s to the
shelter, and the long, food lines!
There but for the grace of God—go I!
But mired in my selfish dreams—I turn
my eyes!
Who am I to think that I deserve this
comfort and this luxury,
When there but for the grace of God
go I?
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Bleary and defeated, one refugee of
many, on a mountain pass,
Pulling everything he owns, and trying
to remember when he ate last,
The world he knows is upside down,
fairness is a word he learned when as
a child,
Legs are giving out and he does not
believe he’ll make the journey’s last ten
miles.
There but for the grace of God—go I!
But mired in my selfish dreams—I
turn my eyes!
Who am I to think that I deserve this
comfort and this luxury,
When there but for the grace of God
go I?
Were I but to trade their place for
just one moment,
Walk a mile in their shoes,
experience their torment,
See myself through their eyes, who
they think I am,
this undeserving man?
United Christian Parish of Reston

This ungrateful man?
Confident, respected, successful in a
world that values wealth and charm,
Oblivious and insulated, living far away
from any harm,
What we do not do for these least of
our brothers, we do not for Him,
He may be that stranger, so open wide
the doors, and let Him in!
There but for the grace of God—go I!
But mired in my selfish dreams—I turn
my eyes!
Who am I to think that I deserve this
comfort and this luxury,
When there but for the grace of God
go I?
When there but for the grace of God
go I?
There but for the grace of God…. go I!
Copyright 2002, Joseph Bocchiaro III

